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Dear Newsletter subscribers:

It’s finally spring and I don’t know about you, but I love this time of year.!!.   Everything is changing and growing.  Flowers bloom and new life is all around us.  I marvel at the rebirth of trees, grass etc.  It is a beautiful time of year. 

For those of you who are reading this newsletter for the first time, we hope you enjoy the information in our update.  If you are interested in adopting from China we encourage you to get in touch with us and find out more about how to do this.

CURRENT NEWS AND UPDATES

This month was very busy.  Many of you have been gathering your documents and mailing off dossiers.  Others were already waiting.  We had a Parent meeting on the 18th and it was very well attended.  Because of the requirements of the Hague Convention Treaty we are now inviting all Utah families who are adopting to join us.  The implementation of all standards and regulations outlined in The Hague Treaty will be under the direction of the U.S. State Department.  One of the first U.S. State Department regulations we have been asked to implement is the 10 hours of education and training all adoptive families must complete before their adoption becomes final.   We felt this went very well.  Whether you are adopting from China or one of the other countries we offer, you are all really going through the same process and have that connection.  We felt that having all our Utah families invited went so well we will continue to include all countries of adoptive parents at future Parent Meetings.
Thea Drescher, our social worker gave a lot of helpful information to those who attended the meeting.  We felt all were enlightened and comfortable learning more about what to expect from their new child when he/she arrives.  Many parents who attended the meeting shared ideas and feelings.  Thea had everyone write down a question.  She proceeded to pull questions out of the box they were deposited in and answer that question.  Everyone got involved and it was a very healthy learning experience for all. Here is a little exercise that our Utah parents went through at our last parenting class.  It might be fun for you to go through this exercise and the outcome may help you feel a little more patient as you wait.  Here we go:
· On a piece of paper, write down all the feelings you have inside you about adoption.  Is it a leap of faith for you, do you feel out of control of the situation, do you feel as though no one understands how difficult it is to go through this, do you feel angry, sad, frustrated?  I am sure you can think of many more ways to describe your feelings right now than I have just mentioned.  Go ahead and write all of these feelings down and fill the entire page if you want.  If all you can only think of are 4 or 5 things, that’s just fine.
  When you are finished writing all of your feelings down on this piece of             paper, you probably won’t feel any better, but you will get a clearer picture of just how you really do feel at the moment.

                                                    NEXT
· On a separate piece of paper write down all the feelings you had when you first decided you wanted to adopt a child from China and began the process.  Why did you make this decision?  Did you feel a longing to either create or enlarge your family?  Were you thinking that you wanted to help a tiny little child have a better life?  Did you feel you had so much love in your heart that you wanted to share this love?  Did you feel you had been greatly blessed and had enough left over that you wanted to share with someone else?  Did you feel God whispered to you that you had a child that belo9nged to you living in China?  Write all of these reasons down on a piece of paper.

Now, compare the first list with the second list.  Have the reasons for your commitment to adopt a child changed at all?  Do you still feel the very same way you did when you first began this adoption journey?  When looking at your first list of feelings – frustration with the length of the process, the huge amount of paperwork, disappointment that the wait for your referral gets longer and longer – I am pretty sure the feelings you wrote on the second piece of paper haven’t changed.  You still feel you want to expand your family or create a family.  You still feel you have blessings to share and you still feel you went forward with this adoption because of good and sound reasons.  Perhaps when things begin to look bleak and the timeline stretches out longer than you wish it did, read through this second list again.  Most likely those feelings are still the feelings of your heart.  Perhaps focusing on these feelings and these reasons you are adopting will help put the wait time in perspective.

Our Utah parents seemed to enjoy this exercise and I think printing it will give all of you a change to do it more than once if you feel the need.

REFERRAL TIMELINES:

We were all very excited to see referrals this month and know the families waited for these precious children much longer than the 6 months they (and WIA) originally thought they would wait.  This last batch of referrals sent from CCAA covered only five days of LID’s, and it took three months to match children with the families who had LID dates in May.  I do not know why things seem to have slowed down with the timeline for referrals, but I believe it is only  fair to let you know that you now need to plan on around 11 months from the dossier submission to referral time.  This is disappointing, I know, but it does help you as families know how to plan the time you must be away from home and finishing up your adoption.  The timeline for referrals from China has fluctuated greatly over the years and at one time – actually about 3 years ago – the routine wait time for a referral was approximately 14 months from dossier submission.  Maybe that makes that 11 month wait seem not so bad after all.  I still realize that waiting for your child is very difficult for you as adoptive parents.  I hope the above exercise can come in handy. 

The best part of March happened on March 27th.  We received some referrals as I mentioned. What a great day that was.  We want to share the excitement of that day with all of you.
The families who live in Utah were able to come in to get their referral rather than having it sent out to them.  I was so happy to have been working when three of these mom’s came in to pick theirs up.  

The first mom to come in was Circe.  She brought her children with her.  She had us put her referral into an envelope and then said “you better seal it so I don’t peek.”  She wanted to enjoy the moment at the same time her husband did.  In just a few hours she was back with the signed acceptance letter.   Two days later we received this darling announcement.
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  Ai You Yi was found outside an orphanage in Hunan Province, China, on April 14, 2005, when she was four days old.  She was dressed in a green sweater and a cotton hat.  Now she is turning one at the orphanage and waiting for her parents to pick her up.  She likes to listen to music, play with toys, smile and crawl.  Her name, Ai You, means “love” and “friend.” Xanthe, the name we have always called her, is a Greek name that Scott loves.  Her middle name is Mary, after her two grandmothers.  
The Chinese say that there is a red thread connecting those who are destined to meet, regardless of time, place or circumstance.  It may stretch or tangle, but it will never break.  We are so grateful for the red thread and the loving Father in Heaven who answers our prayers.  
Another mother, Erin, came in and stopped suddenly as her referral was handed to her.  A picture was on the top.  She just stared at it and got a bit emotional.  She had such a glow about her and she said “I didn’t expect her to be so beautiful.”    Erin and John wrote “Our darling little Libby Mei was born on March 29, 2005, and is living in the YI Yang Children’s Welfare Center.  Her growth report from the orphanage was so much fun to read.  We can hardly believe that we really get to go to China and bring home THIS baby!!  We are just completely smitten with her.  All of the anxious waiting and setbacks will finally be over, and we will have her!  Our four sons think she is just so cute, and our entire family and neighborhood has been so excited with us!  We send our best to all those waiting.”  John and Erin Henrie
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Another beautiful mother came in and spent a lot of time reflecting on the process and her time waiting for this moment.  She truly sparkled with excitement and couldn’t wait to share the referral with her husband.

IN SUMMARY:
We want to again congratulate those families who just received referrals.  Some of these were Utah families who have attended the parent meetings each month.  For all of you that sat with these adoptive couples off and on during the past few months, I think you will agree that this is a very exciting time.  For those of you who are still waiting, hang in there.  Soon we will be congratulating you on your beautiful new addition.  The staff of WIA is so honored to be part of this wonderful and exciting journey for all of our adoptive families and we want to thank you for letting us be a part of your experience.  Even if we don’t live close to you, the excitement we feel when each referral comes to us is just overwhelming.  Thank you for letting us be involved in such an enormous change and exciting part of your life.  

Next month I will be giving all of you an update of my visit to China.  While in China I will be visiting with officials from CCAA and will do my best to present our agency in the best way possible.  I will be home from Beijing and back to work on April 17th.  I promise to take all kinds of pictures and will post them in the next newsletter.  So, until next month, hang in there, everyone, and focus on the good things of life! 
In Conclusion ---again thank you for your interest in our newsletter.  We continue to be thrilled with the response and feedback we get from our readers.  One mother at our Parent Meeting said she looks forward to the newsletter each month because she can mark another month off and is one month closer to her child.  We encourage you to let your friends and neighbors know about our China adoption program and we thank you for your dedication and love for the little children in China.   
