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Dear Families:
Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas to all of you! The Season is upon us, and all of us at WIA are sending our very best greetings and wishes for a wonderful and blessed holiday time this year. We have many families who have brought home some gorgeous children from China over the past 12 months, and it’s nice to report all are doing very well. We still have many families going through the long waiting period after dossier submission until referral time, and we have many families who are in the process of the paper chase for the dossier. To all of you, we want you to know how grateful we are for the trust you have placed in WIA and how happy we are to be able to be part of your adoption journey. 
Referral Update
During the last week of November we received several referrals for waiting families. You can see pictures of some of the cute little kids below who will be coming home with their new families some time in January. Aren’t they precious! When the DHL man delivered the referrals, we were totally surprised as there hadn’t been much “buzz” from anywhere about referrals being on their way. We were actually expecting referrals sometime during the first week of December, and suddenly here they were - a whole week sooner than expected. It was so fun to call everyone and tell them the wait was over! These children are from the Hainan Province, which is a small island on the Southern coast of China. This island is often referred to as the Oriental Hawaii – Wow! What luck! To read and learn more about this exotic southern island of China, you can go to this link - http://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/hainan/index.htm and you will be able to see beautiful pictures and learn many things about Hainan. What a change from the last referrals we received, which were from Mongolia! The families who traveled to pick up their children said it was freezing!! This time families will be going to a warm island, quite a difference in temperature and scenery! Take a look at these darling children below – they are a few of the children referred to families this month.
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Coming Home!
We also had families return home from Mongolia with their children a couple of weeks ago and we want to give them a heartfelt WELCOME HOME! It was quite exciting for them to travel to such an exotic place as Mongolia. To read two really interesting blogs and to learn about the adventures experienced in Mongolia, read through Tiffany Lord’s blog spot at http://eliza2006.blogspot.com/ and Jim and Susan Jensen’s blog spot at http://annajensen.blogspot.com/. Both of these blogs will give you some very interesting reading, and the pictures are just fantastic. One nice thing about Tiffany’s blog is that she started her blog at the beginning of her adoption and has kept it up to date even after she returned home. It’s very interesting to read about the trip back to the U.S. and the day to day adjustments when “reality” hits. 
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We really encourage everyone who is going through this exciting process to keep a blog of their experience. Many families create the blog when they are ready to leave for China, but more and more families are finding that it’s a great idea to start the blog from the very beginning of their process so they can track their adoption experience from the beginning all the way through to the very end. And, some like Tiffany are continuing on after they return home. It’s a wonderful way to document this exciting part of your life and the journey to becoming a family with your adopted child. There are many blog spots available and all of them are good, but one we think is just fantastic is Journey to Me (http://www.journeytome.com/). This is one of the best we have found, and Journey to Me also has lots of really fun products you can purchase. The blog is free, and you can also download your story to a CD so you can have it forever. We encourage you to take a look at their website – browse through it and look at the darling things they have for sale. You might find something you can’t live without! One suggestion – buy one of their gorgeous Christmas ornaments – they are truly beautiful! And, supporting them with your purchases helps provide money for adoption grants and other humanitarian projects they are involved with. If you are in the process of adoption, no matter what country you are adopting from, we really encourage you to start a blog now! Capture your feelings and emotions as you live this experience. I promise it will be lots of fun to read through the things you experienced long in to the future.
Our China Adoption Program
We feel China remains one of the most stable adoption programs we offer, and even though the wait for a referral continues to be a long one, these little children are truly worth the wait. The feedback we get from families adopting from China continues to be very positive, and we see these children doing very well when they come home with their families. China is a wonderful choice when looking at the options available for adoption, and we couldn’t be more pleased with our experience working in this country. 
We also have wonderful staff working for us on behalf of our families who are adopting from China. Dianne Squires and Marilyn Cypers are the two Utah staff members who work directly with our families adopting from China and they are awesome. I think everyone who has had experience working with these two ladies have had nothing but great things to say about their experience with them. Charles Wong, our Minnesota branch manager, has assisted over a thousand families bring children home from China. His knowledge about the China adoption process is legendary. We consider him our China Guru! We also constantly hear wonderful things about Sabrina Chang, WIA’s China specialist. Sabrina is the contact person families talk to once the referral is issued. She is the one who works hard to provide the translated version all of the medical information and the development report sent from China when we receive referrals. She turns these reports around so fast that it is nothing short of amazing! She also assists families with travel plans, sets the schedule for families while they are in China, and is just always there to help out in any way she can once the referral is issued. And, we could never forget about Judy! Every family who travels to China raves about Judy Wu, our in-country person who takes care of families while they are in China. She is constantly referred to as “The Amazing Judy Wu” and truly is the most amazing person you will ever meet. She is so helpful and kind to the families when they arrive that she immediately puts them at ease. There is no one who could possibly do a better job than Judy and we are very lucky to have her on our team. We are also appreciative of our wonderful CCAA representative in Beijing, Linda Pan. She is the contact between WIA and CCAA, and if ever problems arise (hardly ever but sometimes they do), Linda is right there to keep us updated and to help fix things. Linda also keeps us on our toes for post placement reports so we are not delinquent. We feel tremendously lucky to have such a great team working for an on behalf of our adoptive families! 
Germany Update:
In November Dianne Squires and I (Kathy K) traveled to Germany to be part of an international adoption seminar for U.S. citizens. This seminar was arranged for and sponsored by Gerald Bowman, a U.S. social worker who has lived in Munich for many years and who is available to conduct home studies for U.S. citizens living abroad. Are you a U.S. citizen living abroad who needs a home study? Gerald is willing to travel anywhere prospective adoptive families live to help them with home study services. He has traveled to all kinds of exotic places around the world and has helped nearly all of our adoptive families living abroad with their home studies. He does a wonderful job and our families have really enjoyed working with him. Back to the seminar - the seminar was held in Frankfurt, Germany, was organized by Gerald with assistance from Holly Baxter, a WIA client and adoptive Mom who just received a referral for a beautiful little girl from China. (Her daughter’s picture is one of the children featured in our newsletter this month.) Holly arranged for the facilities where the seminar was held, and she provided a wonderful luncheon and snacks for everyone attending. She did a great job and we appreciate her help very much. There were several families who attended the seminar, and it was lots of fun to meet with these people and talk about our favorite topic - adoption. Some of the families attending were in the process of completing their adoption, and others were just there to get general information about international adoption. And, there were some families attending who were clients of WIA’s. It was so nice to be able to meet these families face to face. I know some of them had to travel quite a distance to be there, and we appreciate their efforts. Dianne and I were able to go to dinner with one of our adoptive families and we were treated to their company for a few hours as well as some quite good authentic German food. It was wonderful! On the day before the seminar we met with another one of our[image: image6.jpg]


 families and had lunch with both the husband and wife along with their 2 beautiful children. After a fabulous lunch, Noriko took us shopping in a very quaint little shopping district of Frankfurt – cobblestone streets, no traffic, story book shops - It was great fun and of course Dianne and I loaded up on all of the fun Christmas things the shops had for sale. But, I digress. Back to the seminar - the seminar was great, and I think all attending were able to take lots of good information home with them. We want to thank Gerald for allowing us to be part of this seminar and we look forward to doing this for many years to come. If any of you reading this newsletter are U.S. citizens, either military or just living and working abroad, and are interested in international adoption, please don’t hesitate to email us – we have assisted lots and lots of U.S. citizens living and working abroad adopt children from many different countries, and we would be happy to give you information about how to do this. And, we definitely recommend Gerald Bowman to anyone looking for a social worker to conduct a home study. You can find Gerald Bowman by going to this website link - http://www.geraldbowman.com/. You can also contact him by sending an email to geraldbowman@homestudy.de.
CCAA Update:
Just as a quick update, Linda Pan, our CCAA representative, will be attending a CCAA meeting in December for updates on China’s adoption program. We will post any and all information she receives from officials at that meeting and will be sure to let all of you know as if there are any updates or changes that will happen in the year to come. We know there are a lot of rumors about single women and adoption in China, and hopefully we will be able to give you the update about singles and adoption ASAP.
In Conclusion:
Again, we wish everyone Seasons Greetings. We hope you have a Merry Christmas, a fun and happy month of shopping, parties, and family get-togethers at this holiday time. And of course we wish you a prosperous and a blessed new year in 2007. 

Sincerely
The “China Staff” of WIA
Marilyn Cypers
Dianne Squires
Kathy Kaiser
