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Happy  Chinese New Year!!  What a fabulous time of year and what a fun holiday to celebrate!  Most of us are really in the dark on just exactly how the schedule is set for the celebration of Chinese New Year.  An easy way to anticipate the first day of Chinese New Year is to identify when the second new moon appears after the Winter Solstice.  This typically falls between January 19th and February 23rd.   This year Chinese New Year begins on January 29th.  The Chinese calendar has been in continuous use for centuries.  This calendar measures time, from short durations of minutes and hours, to intervals of time measured in months, years and centuries, and the calendar is entirely based on the astronomical observations of the movement of the Sun, Moon and stars.  In the Chinese calendar one method for counting years is a 12 year cycle.  One counts from year 1, 2, 3, and so on up to 12.  Then it starts all over again.  Instead of using 12 special symbols for this purpose, the Chinese use 12 different animals to represent these 12 years.   These animals are the rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, sheep, monkey, rooster, dog and boar.   This year is the Year of the Dog.  So, by this system, year names are recycled every 12 years.  
Chinese New Year is a time of new beginnings and intentions.  Families sit down to feast on foods of good fortune once the clutter of the home, finances and even the mind is cleared for a time of reflection, recognition and renewal.  The old is tossed out and the new is welcomed in.  Considered the most significant of holidays in China, the New Year integrates the themes of family, friends, home and – of course – good food!  
Here are some fun things you may want to think about incorporating in to your celebration of Chinese New Year:

· Learn about the Kitchen God and the tradition that goes along with this character.

· Write good wishes and thoughts for the new year on “Lucky Papers” and string these Lucky Papers around the house.

· Sweep all the corners of your house to be sure bad luck isn’t lurking there.  Also, sweep away the cobwebs in your mind and open up to new possibilities.

· Incorporate “FU” into your celebration.  FU is the Chinese symbol for Good Luck.

· Decorate your house in red to brighten it up.

· Give the unmarried young people and the children in your family some Lucky Money presented to them in a red envelope.

A wonderful book to find out about all of these fun traditions associated with Chinese New Year is Good Luck Life, written by Rosemary Gong.
So, to all of you reading this newsletter, Happy Chinese New Year!  May this coming year be full of good fortune, happiness and health, prosperity, longevity, and good fortune!
Current Updates  

New Arrivals – We want to extend a welcome home to 2 of our families who brought their new little girls home in December.  Congratulations to Margaret and Blain who just returned from China with their new daughter, Lindsay, and to Bill and Becky White, who returned home from China with their second little
Chinese daughter, Keira.  We are so happy to see you home safe and sound.  Blain and Margaret attended our Utah Parent Meeting on January 7th and brought Lindsay along.  She is just a little doll and it was tremendous fun seeing her for the first time!

Referrals - CCAA has now begun to put information regarding referrals on their website.  You can find the CCAA website by clicking on this link 

http://www.china-ccaa.org/frames/index_unlogin_en.jsp
If you scroll down just a little bit, you will find a boxed in statement on the right side of the home page.  This information will let you know what dossiers have been reviewed according to families LID’s, and will also let you know what referrals have been issued according to families LID’s.  Remember, your LID is very different than your DTC date.  It is sometimes very difficult to get LID’s from CCAA, but a good rule of thumb is that once the dossier has arrived in China it is usually 3 weeks before the dossier is registered with CCAA, or “logged in”.  I encourage all of you to follow the CCAA website for the most updated information regarding referrals.  Although the website said matches were made for families with LID’s through May 13th, not all of those families received referrals.   Some agencies got some referrals for families with May LID’s but many agencies only received referrals for the rest of their April families and got no May LID referrals at all.  We were expecting 2 referrals for families who had LID’s early in May, but did not receive anything.   CCAA website just said matches had been made for families with LID’s up to and including May 13th but didn’t say that all of these referrals had been mailed out.  I guess we will have to watch the updates on  their site carefully and see what the next post says. 
Also, I do want to again address the time line for referrals.  I have heard the rumor that China will now take up to 14 months to issue a referral.  This rumor has certainly not come from CCAA and so far 8 to 9 months still seems to be the norm.  Please remember that the staff of CCAA works very hard to match each family with a child, and China still remains one of the most stable of all international adoption programs.  Please try to be patient while waiting for your referral to be issued.  It is terribly difficult, I know, to know that your baby is waiting for you to go to China and get her.  I know you want to get that baby home as quickly as possible!  When you get frustrated and antsy for that referral, just take a second and know that it is really God who makes the match.  This will happen at the right time for each of you and you will be matched with the baby that is supposed to be with your family.  So, be patient – I promise that “gotcha day” will come!
In December WIA had a strange month with only 1 referral being issued.  The family is now getting ready to travel to China to pick up little Maya Jadyn and they are very excited!  We want to congratulate Karin and Bill for getting their Travel Approval and Consulate appointment.  They should have Maya home some time in February.  

China Signs Hague Treaty – Impact on Adoption Documents - Apostilled vs Authenticated – In September of last year China signed the Hague Treaty.  The U.S. Department of State received a verbal commitment from China that adoptions between the U.S. and China will proceed as usual.  We have been asked by many of our families if China will now accept apostilled documents instead of authenticated documents.  In actuality, there are two parts to the Hague Treaty.  One deals with how to handle documents.  Some countries have signed both parts of the Hague Treaty and will accept apostilled documents.  China, however, did not sign that section of the treaty and so will continue to require authenticated documents.  

Utah Families Adopting from China – Don’t forget about our Parent Meeting in March.  I don’t have the exact date set yet, but hopefully the meeting will be right about the middle of March.  These meetings have been so fun – families adopting have become good friends and there is the start of a great support group with those who have attended.   Also, our social worker, Thea Drescher, always has fantastic information and advice for parents and being an adoptive Mom from China gives her tremendous insights to the questions all adoptive parents have.  We love these meetings and certainly invite anyone interested in maybe adopting from China to just come down and see what’s cooking at these get-togethers!   They are fun, informative, and we have a really friendly group who would love to have you join us.

China Project – In March the dance team “High Steppers” from St. George will be traveling to Beijing to perform.  There will be 50 people who will be traveling!  These great young women have decided to do a wonderful humanitarian project for an orphanage in China.  They are going to gather up clothing, blankets, quilts, shoes, socks and other miscellaneous things and take these supplies to China with them and donate them to an orphanage in Beijing.  What a wonderful project!  If you are interested in contributing to this project please contact us – we are looking for new and “gently used” clothing, quilts and blankets, and of course donations of money are always useful.  Money donations can buy milk, food, and other necessities these little children so desperately need.  And, Wasatch is a 501c3 charitable organization and your donations are tax deductible.  For more information about this project please call or email Kathy Kaiser.  Our phone number is 801-334-8686 and the email address is info@wiaa.org.
In Conclusion:  
Thank you for reading our China newsletter update.  I still feel strongly that adopting from China is a great adoption option.  The program is fairly stable and the process is really defined and easier than most other programs.  The little girls (and sometimes boys) from China are so cute, and the long term happiness with the children after they come home is phenomenal.  If you are interested in getting information about adopting from China, please email us.  Kathy Junk, our Inquiry Specialist, would love to hear from you and you can email her at kathy@wiaa.org.  Or, give us a call – we are here every weekday between 8 in the morning and 5 at night.  We think our China program is one of the best you will ever find, and our Case Managers are fabulous.  
Again, thank you for your interest in our China adoption program and for reading through this newsletter.  We appreciate each and every one of you and your continuing interest and support of the little children of China.  God Bless you all!
