Wasatch International Adoptions

China Newsletter and Update

June 2006

Dear Subscribers:

We have good news – referrals were issued for those families with LID’s on or before June 15th.  We received referrals last week for those families and were thrilled to pass this information on to the families.  For those of you still waiting for referrals, don’t get discouraged and continue to wait patiently.  I know this may be difficult to do, but please remember what the outcome is going to be – a beautiful little girl (or boy for a few families) from China that will be with you and be part of your family for the rest of your lives.  Learning patience is difficult at best, and if it becomes unbearable just give us a call to blow off steam if necessary.  We want you as our waiting families to know that we are here for you and sympathize with you during the long wait to bring your child home.  And, then one day we will be writing about your referral arriving!  I promise – IT WILL HAPPEN!
This month we have several families in China right now.  Three of these families have on-line journals they are willing to share with who ever wants to follow their adoption journey.  If you are interested in looking at the pictures and reading about their time in China, give us a call and we will give you the link to their website.  It’s just so much fun to see these darling babies.  Take a look at some of these darling pictures:
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Now, for a really fun update about China for everyone.  In late April and early May Kathy Junk spent some time in China as a representative for WIA.  Kathy’s daughter is in China right now and is volunteering as a teacher to help Chinese children learn English.  Kathy traveled all the way to China to visit her daughter, Jessica, and Jessica’s friends who were living in a little village right outside of Kunming, China. Jessica and her group of friends had agreed to work with Kathy on a project at an orphanage in Beijing while Kathy was there visiting.  Here is the very well written and exciting journal of events Kathy experienced in China.

Wasatch International Adoptions China Orphan Project
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April, 2005.

Staff member, Kathy Junk was able to travel to Beijing China as a representative of Wasatch International Adoptions to work on a special orphanage project.  While in China Kathy was able to enlist the help of her daughter Jessica and a group of young girls who were teaching English at a private school in Kunming, China.  Since February of 2006, this young group of 14 girls, who have paid their own way to China have been volunteering their time to teach English to young children through the International Language Program out of Provo, Utah and will continue to do so until the middle of June..  www.ilp.org   
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 They were willing to take their vacation time to fly up to Beijing where Kathy, her good friend RuthAnn Stagg (who paid her own way to China as well for the experience of helping in an orphanage),  and three other mothers, a sister and a grandmother to the girls met to “go to work”.  
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Kathy and RuthAnn initially traveled to Kunming to observe the ILP girls in their volunteer work with the children.  At that time the girls helped put together a gift bag for more than 85 children that reside at the orphanage.  RuthAnn donated more than 85 beanie babies that she had been saving for over ten years.  When she heard about our project, she quickly suggested that these would make a treasured gift for the needy children and filled an entire suitcase with them and other donations of candy for the children.  
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 Debby Allred, a mother of one of the ILP girls who was meeting us in Beijing, received an urgent call from Kathy in Kunming that it turned out there were many boys at the orphanage and we had only brought infant girl clothing. The night before Debby’s flight left, she rushed out collecting another suitcase full of boy clothing and purchased poster paints, brushes and markers, also a last minute request from the orphanage.  The infant girl clothing did not go to waste and you will read about where that donation went later in this article.  
The orphanage or foster home for children hoping for a chance at international adoption is called the Langfang Children’s Village. The funding for this orphanage is through The Philip Hayden Foundation which was established for the purpose of helping China’s orphaned and special needs children. 
“PHF was named after Philip Hayden, an American teacher who went to China in 1991 and began volunteering his spare time and efforts to help China's orphans. Philip Hayden's love for China's orphans had a big impact on his teammates in China, Tim and Pam Baker, who joined him in volunteering in orphanages. The Bakers soon took in their first orphaned baby, Esther, who they later adopted. Phil had a special love for Esther and was Tim’s assistant and partner in reaching out to the people of China. 

Phil died unexpectedly at the young age of 28 as a result of a rare heart defect. Phil’s death and the adoption of Esther had a profound impact on the Bakers. They couldn’t help thinking about the orphans who slept to the right and left of Esther. They were still in the orphanage. The Bakers could not adopt them all, but they nonetheless wanted to help them as Phil had. This led them to establish the foundation in his memory in 1995. “ www.philiphayden.org
Kathy and the volunteers took the 1 ½ hour drive to the Lang Fang outside of Beijing.  When we first arrived we were greeted by Jeff Owens, the hospitality director.  Another large group of students learning Chinese arrived at the same time and so initially it was a bit chaotic but we were able to go inside one of the children’s homes and spend time with some of the children.  We enjoyed singing songs, including teaching them the favorite of the ILP girls, “I’m a Nut” and “Eensy Weensy Spider” and they in turn sang some favorite songs about Jesus.  Most of the children were excited to join in but one little girl sat with her hands behind her back which we later found were deformed and she did not want to be involved in the “finger play” because she was embarrassed of her hands.  We were able to see where the children slept and one beautiful older boy showed us his bed where above it were two pictures of his “new parents” that were in the process of adopting him.  “Mama and Papa” he would say proudly in English as he pointed to their photos.  There were a few tears in the room at that moment for sure!
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We were fortunate to meet Tim Baker, the founder of the Philip Hayden Foundation and he spent a lot of time with us at lunch and then showing us around the new project which is a beautiful new building that will be able to house volunteers, a new office and many, many more children with medical needs.  Wasatch donated $900 towards items to help the orphanage as well as for the landscaping of that new building.  
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The day was moving along and we were anxiously awaiting to be “put to work”.  Sure enough they had a large, dirty project for us.  Outside on of the children’s homes, was an old play yard with strollers, swings, bikes, trikes, and monkey bars etc. that had become caked in dirt from the recent sand storms that had come from the Sahara and are common in April as well as mostly being unused during the winter.  We only had one hose and a leaky bucket with a few rags but boy did everyone work.  We scrubbed the porch, scrubbed all the toys and strollers, picked up garbage, threw away old unused items and generally made the yard look good and the toys clean and usable.  We were all filthy put took time to pose for a list farewell in the backyard with our Wasatch International Adoption China Project Poster.
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It was the end of a very long and tiring day, but not a single girl, mother or grandmother complained of a wasted vacation day and all of us heartily agreed how good it felt to be able to do something for such a special place.
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Earlier, we mentioned the suitcase full of infant girl clothes donated by friends and family of Wasatch International Adoptions.  We wanted them to go to good use and thanks to Amber Christensen, one of the ILP girls, we found a much needed location.  Through some detective work on her part, she heard of a single lady named Amanda de Lange who had just been given approval through the Chinese government to open a foster home for children also with medical needs like those at Langfang Children’s Village.  This woman lived in X’ian and was caring for 12 babies from two months to 14 months—most all of them girls!!  Amber volunteered to take the clothes up to Amanda and will be dropping them in Xian on way home from China in just a few weeks.  To read more about Amanda deLange and her foster home as well as how you can help, please go to her blog page at http://starfish.blogsource.com/ 
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Kathy is just so amazed at the love and selflessness of so many people that helped with this project including 14 young girls who were already giving of their time daily to teach Chinese children English so they will have a chance at a better job in their own country.  Kathy Junk is so grateful for Wasatch International Adoptions and their assistance in making this wonderful volunteer opportunity an amazing experience of her lifetime!
What an exciting month we have had.  I want to tell everyone that the Chesslers got their travel approval and will be leaving for China the middle of June.  That is just around the corner and they are busy getting ready to go.  We wish them well  and we will all be following their wonderful journey to bring Lily Mae home.  Their web site is www.journey6tome.com both the log in and password are lilymae.  

There is an Asian Festival that will be held on June 10,2006 from 10am to 8pm at the Southtowne Expo Center.  Admission is FREE!  They have some good food booths and other booths with information about the different Asain countries.  They have kids crafts and entertainment as well as things to sell.  This sounds like a really fun family outing!! Thanks Valerie for all the info.

We have really enjoyed the parent meetings these past months.  I think Thea has done a marvelous job presenting all different points of view on a variety of subjects.  With summer upon people tend to be very busy.  We will resume our parent meetings in September.  We will be having a summer party for all the WIA families and you will receive the information on that very soon.

In conclusion we want to thank all of you for your loving support of the China program. You can let your friends know about us and if interested, bring them to the next parent meeting. We know many of you look forward to the Newsletter each month as one step closer to bringing your baby home   We at Wasatch want you to know how much we enjoy working in your behalf to make that happen.  
