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Dear Subscribers:

What a great month this has been.   I was able to travel to China with two of my colleagues, Charles Wong and Sabrina Chang.  We spent quite a bit of time in the beautiful and modern city of Beijing.  It is wonderful to see how nice this city is and what wonderful preparations the Chinese are working on to prepare for the Olympics.   Since Utah was lucky enough to host the Olympics in 2002, I felt a bit of a bond with the Chinese people and empathize with them for the hard work they are going through to prepare for the games.  But, the weather was beautiful and the temperatures mild and spring like, the cherry trees were in blossom, flowers were blooming, and it was the perfect time of the year to visit.

While there we were honored and thrilled to be able to tour the office building housing CCAA .  We met with Mr. Tang Jianjum, the Director of the Placement Department (commonly referred to as the Matching Room), and Ms. Wang Xiaofeng, the Director of the Review Department.  It was very exciting to see the offices and meet the Directors of each of these departments.  And, we saw first hand how hard the staff of CCAA works.  They have thousands of dossiers to go through and all people working there seemed very busy and very organized.  After seeing these departments, we were then honored to visit personally with Ms. Chu Xiaoying, the Deputy Director General of CCAA.  She was very kind and spoke perfect English – I, on the other hand was pretty embarrassed because the only Chinese word I could say was Xie Xie (thank you).  We visited about many things related to adoptions, and she answered all of our questions and was very informative.  And, on a very positive note, Ms. Chu was very happy to see that WIA has been accredited by C.O.A. and gave positive feedback regarding this accreditation.  Ms. Chu did clarify a few things.  


· CCAA’s main mission continues to be to provide help to the children of China.  Everyone working at CCAA wants the very best for these children and they are all very concerned about the placements made with families around the world.  Therefore, we have been asked to screen families carefully in order to find good families for these children.   Having a positive home study completed by a qualified social worker who can make a good evaluation of the adoptive parents is critical.   Also, many of you have asked about weight, past legal issues and age restrictions.  CCAA will be going over these issues very carefully in the future.   Regarding the weight issue, CCAA will be looking at the overall health of each individual to be sure each adoptive parent has the ability to care for the needs of an active and demanding child.  The age issue ties in to this also.  CCAA wants the adopted child to be able to have her parents around for a long time, and if you are over the age restrictions, it is unlikely you will be able to adopt from China in the future.
· The timeline from dossier submission to referral will be longer than in the past.  The reason for the expanding length of time is that the Review Department must completely check all of the dossier documents very carefully to be sure the dossier is perfect and the adoptive parents have received a positive recommendation from both the agency and the social worker completing the home study.   There were nearly 7,000 dossiers submitted to CCAA last year from U.S. families who want to adopt children from China.  That means there are lots and lots of dossiers to review!
· Adoptions in China will continue, but preference for referrals will be given to their domestic program and the adoptive parents who live in China.  Since there are fewer children available, this is one big thing that will affect the wait time for U.S. families.

· Because the economy of China is healthy and growing, fewer children are being abandoned.  Therefore, there are fewer children available.  However, there is a great need for families to adopt special needs children.  

This visit with officials at CCAA was a thrill for all of us.   I assured Ms. Chu that Wasatch International Adoptions is a vital agency and our programs and outreach efforts are growing.  I believe WIA has a fantastic China program and I am grateful to all of you who are in the process of adopting these little girls from China.  I believe you have made a wonderful choice to adopt from China and know that the baby you will be referred will be darling and the perfect child for you – no matter how long the wait for the referral!

Now, here are the updates for this month:

Minnesota Branch Office – We are thrilled to announce that our branch office in Minneapolis is now open.  Mr. Charles Wong is the Executive Director and is very knowledgeable about adoptions from China.  He has assisted over one thousand families adopt babies from China over the past 12 years and we are honored and thrilled to have him on our WIA team.  You will be hearing more about Charles soon, and we will be expanding our China webpage to include information about this new branch office.
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California Branch Office – the paperwork has been filed for quite a while, but it takes quite a while for a license to be issued form the California Department of Human Services.  In the meantime, Sabrina Chang is our California representative.  She currently assists families when it is time to get ready to travel to China to pick up their babies.  Many of you have met Sabrina and she is a fabulous asset to WIA.  I will keep you posted about this branch – hopefully by the end of this year we will receive the license and can open our office in Los Angeles.
Updates on Referrals and Traveling Families – We have 5 families that will be traveling to China to pick up babies at the end of May.  These families have waited patiently for quite a while to get their referrals and then to get the Travel Approvals so they can travel.  We are very anxious to see them come back home with these beautiful little girls.  Take lots of pictures, guys – we really want to see how you do in China and want a report from every one of you when you get back!
Also, CCAA finished the matches for families who had log in dates up through June 6th.  We have several families with LID’s in June, but only one family who had a LID who made the cut.  So, onApril 27, 2006, Leigh and Chris, who live right here in the valley close to Ogden, received a referral for a precious and beautiful baby girl named  Gao Fu Xian.  She was born on  October 30, 2005 and you can see her picture right here!
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Congratulations, Leigh and Chris – we are so happy for you and now we are counting the days until the T.A. gets here and you guys can travel to China and bring little Lily Mae Chessler home with you.  Leigh tells me that they are naming their child after both of Leigh’s grandmother – one grandmother named Lily and one grandmother named Mae.  
Leigh sent me a beautiful poem and I would like to include this poem in the newsletter this month.

Once there were two women who never knew each other.

One you do not remember, the other you call Mother.

Two different lives shaped to make you one.

One became your guiding star, one became your sun.

The first one gave you life, the second taught you to live it.

The first gave you a need for love, the other was there to give it.

One gave you a nationality; the other gave you a name.

One gave you talent, the other gave you aim.

One gave you emotions; the other calmed your fears.

One saw your first sweet smile, the other dried your tears.

One sought for you a home that she could not provide.

One prayed for a child and her hope was not denied.

And now you ask through your tears the age old question through the years.

Heredity or environment? Which are you a product of?

Neither, precious Lily ~

Just two different kinds of love.

 - Author unknown

May Parent Meeting:  The May Parent Meeting for adoptive families living in Utah will be held on May 20th.  This day is actually Armed Forces Day, and being in Layton may get you a better view of Hill Field in case the Blue Angels or the Air Force Thunderbirds perform that day.   Our meeting will begin at 10:00 am and we will be all though by 1:00 in the afternoon.  The topic will be “Talking to Your Child About Adoption” and “Your Child’s Life Book”.  We will again have our boutique of exotic items for sale and hope you find something you like.  The money we get from the sale of these items will be used to fund humanitarian projects in the countries in which we work.
News about WIA’s staff:
Kathy Junk is in China right now and is having the adventure we all just dream about.  She will be volunteering with her daughter and several other young women in an orphanage in Beijing.  We will post pictures in the next newsletter so you can see what she accomplished!

Kathy Kaiser and Dianne Squires will be traveling to Frankfurt, German, to present a workshop at the annual adoption symposium for military families living overseas who are interested in adoption.  Remember – as long as you are a U.S. citizen we don’t care where you live – we can help you adopt a child!   We will make a full report on our trip when we return.

I know this isn’t about China, but I am so proud of this – Shannon Cox, Chareyl Moyes and Amy Shaw have been invited to visit with the President of Haiti sometime in late May or early June.  We are so proud of these guys – and excited to think that they have done such a great job with our Haiti program.  
Question and Answer Section:

Question:  What is a Travel Approval or Travel Invitation?

Answer:  The travel invitation is the document issued by CCAA after they have received your referral acceptance.  This document invites you to travel to China to complete your adoption.  It is generally issued between 3 to 6 weeks after CCAA receives your referral acceptance, and you must have this document before a request for a Consulate appointment can be made.  After we receive the TA, we will send the original to you.  Keep it safe and do not fold it!  Pretend that this piece of paper is your baby, and take good care of it.  You will trade this for your baby when you are in China.
Question:  What documents do I have to have when I travel to China?
Answer:  

· You will need your passport and – be sure to check this – your passport should be valid for at least six months before it expires.  If you are running out of pages you can have additional pages added ahead of time.

· You will need a visa to enter China.  A single entry visa costs $50 and a courier usually charges around $20 for his or her work for you.   Sabrina is happy to help you obtain your Chinese visa when it is time to travel.  Because the visa is only good for 3 months we recommend you wait until your TA is here before sending away for your visa.   You should fill out a Chinese visa application and have a passport picture to send along with the completed visa and your passport.  For questions about obtaining a visa, just get in touch with your case manager.

· Don’t forget your Travel Approval letter.  You trade this for your baby, so when you get the actual Travel Approval, take good care of it.  We suggest you put it in a plastic sheet protector to keep it in good condition.
· You need to take a copy of your I-171H and proof of current fingerprints.  This is VERY important!

· Don’t forget to take the signed and notarized Vaccination Affidavit.   If you don’t take this with you, you could run in to problems at the U.S. Consulate.

· Two passport pictures of each of you.  You will use these pictures when completing the adoption.

· Proof that you have completed any pre-adoption requirements in your state of residence.   Utah does not have pre-adoption requirements, but many other states do.   If you don’t live in Utah, contact your social worker who completed your home study and ask for help in obtaining what you need.  

· The Brown Packet you received from the U.S. Consulate.  If you didn’t get one of these packets, don’t panic – call your case manager and she will let you know what forms you need to take with you.

If you are married and are traveling alone without a spouse, there are some other documents required by the U.S. Consulate.  Contact your case manager to get help with these other necessary documents.  And, if you don’t know what these forms are, contact your case manager NOW!  
In conclusion, I am sending a thank you to every one of you who subscribe to this newsletter.  I especially want to thank the adoptive parents who bring these little babies and children home to become part of a loving family.  You are truly changing the entire life of the child you adopt, and all the generations after her.  What a great thing you are doing!  May God bless each of you for your kind hearts, your love towards all God’s children, and your patience while you wait for your children.  
Sincerely

Kathy Kaiser

Dianne Squires

Marilyn Cypers

