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Dear Families:
Happy Holidays, everyone! It’s the time of year when the weather is cool in the daytime and downright cold at night, Halloween is over and Thanksgiving is just a few short weeks away. Before any of us can turn around three times, the ground will be covered with snow (depending on where you live) and another Christmas will be here. Time flies for some of us, but I know that for families that are waiting patiently for a child referral from China, time seems to move very slowly. In this newsletter we will try to discuss issues like the waiting time for referrals as well as other important topics regarding adoptions from China. Hopefully this newsletter will be informative and helpful to those who are in the process of adopting from China or who are considering adopting from China in the future.
Agency Update
A few things have been happening at WIA over the past few months. Here is a list of things currently “in the news”:
· Hague Accreditation - We are very busy right now focusing our efforts on preparing for Hague accreditation, which is required by our Federal Government for all agencies working in countries that have signed The Hague Convention Treaty. China is one of these countries that did sign this treaty, so it is very important for Wasatch to receive this important accreditation with the U.S. Department of State. The accrediting body chosen by the DOS is COA – the Council on Accreditation. Wasatch has already been through a stringent accrediting process with COA in the past and are proud of the accreditation we now hold with this accrediting entity. In the next year we will submit the paperwork required in order to also receive the COA Hague accreditation. It is a huge undertaking, but one that will strengthen us as an agency and keep us in compliance with regulations that insure best standards of practice are in place with everything we do. We will keep you updated periodically about this accreditation process. 
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Mary Anne VanderMyle – It is with great sadness that we let those of you who are familiar with our office staff know that our wonderful office manager, Mary Anne VanderMyle, passed away on October 24th after fighting cancer for some years. For those of you who spoke to and interacted with Mary Anne, I’m sure you, along with all of us at WIA, will truly miss her sweet voice, her kind spirit, and her presence here at work. Mary Anne had a beautiful and gentle soul and she contributed much to this agency. We express our condolences to her family and want everyone to know that we truly loved Mary Anne - we will miss her greatly. 

 

· Germany Seminar – Kathy Kaiser and Dianne Squires will be traveling to Germany in November to be part of a seminar that will adopting internationally while living abroad, sponsored by Gerald Bowman, the social worker Wasatch works with and who provides home study services to U.S. families living abroad. The seminar will be held on Saturday, November 18th. For more information about this seminar, email Gerald Bowman at homestudy@geraldbowman.de. 

 

· China Special Needs Program - WIA just received our first Waiting Child list from CCAA. We are delighted to be able to work with CCAA to place these little children and are grateful for the confidence CCAA has in our agency to do this. We have only 3 children left from this list who still need homes. One tiny little boy has club feet, one darling tiny little girl has a bilateral cleft palate, and we also have a beautiful 7 year old girl available. When families submit a dossier for a waiting child, the process is much faster, and the invitation to travel to pick up the child is usually issued within about 4 months after the dossier is submitted. If you are interested in seeing information on any of the children available, please contact Kathy Junk. Her email address is kathy@wiaa.org and she would absolutely love to talk with you about these available children. 
 

· Referral Timelines – I was contacted just the other day by one of our families who told me the information on our website was outdated because it said the wait time for referrals was about 12 months. She was absolutely right! The timeline for referrals is now truly 15 months from dossier submission to referrals being issued. I know this is such a long time and often this means families must file another I-600A because the I-171H expires. For sure most everyone’s fingerprints will expire and will need to be re-done. I wish I had better news to give to you, but I think you all need to plan on 15 months for a referral once your dossier is submitted. Perhaps sometime in the future this will change, but for now I don’t see anything changing. However, China still remains the most stable and predictable adoption program in the world and the children do absolutely fabulously when they finally arrive home. We promise you – it’s worth the wait!! 
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Right now we have families in China picking up children. They are so happy, and they are all doing just great. I just received permission to post some pictures of a family who just picked up their daughter, Emma. These pictures are absolutely precious, and doesn’t that new Mom look radiant? It’s so fun to see the adoption journey finally reach this point. We truly do promise those of you who are still in that very difficult “waiting time” that soon you will also be in China picking up your baby. It might be months from now or it might be soon, but no matter when your log in date is, this will happen for you. 
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In closing, we at WIA want to wish all of you a very happy Thanksgiving, and beyond that, a very wonderful Christmas and Holiday Season. We are wishing for the best things in life for all of you. And, we thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your dedication to these beautiful children from China. May God bless you in your efforts to bring your child home as quickly as possible. 
Sincerely
The “China Staff” of WIA
Marilyn Cypers
Dianne Squires
Kathy Kaiser
