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October 2006
Dear Families:
I can’t believe it is October already. We welcome you to our China newsletter. I went for a drive in the mountains and the colors are spectacular! I do love the fall. 
Congratulation to the families who received their referral!! They are gracious enough to allow us to all enjoy their “moment” through a couple of pictures. Referral days are my favorite days of course. I love seeing parents finally get to see their child. Susan was so excited and could not get over how cubby her little girl is. She swears the picture looks like one of herself as a baby. She knows this is her baby because all of her children were chubby babies as well. 
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We got a bonus because Erin, who returned with her baby in June, came in with Susan. She brought darling little Libby Mei with her and we got to see how much she is growing. This precious little girl had surgery just 3 weeks earlier and is doing fantastic. She is so smart and talks and smiles until you just want to eat her up!! I heard Erin use the term “yummy” and I think that is a perfect word to describe her.
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Tiffany came as soon as we called. She was just beaming and could not stop smiling. She just wanted to keep looking at the pictures. I think she actually floated out of the office. I’m not sure if she has come back to earth or if she is still hangin out on cloud 9. 
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Both of these babies came from Inner Mongolia which is way up North. We are so happy for them. They will travel in November to pick up their girls. 
We have a family from Utah, the Haynies’ who will be leaving on October 25th to pick up their little girl and we can hardly wait to follow this families adventure. They will post a daily blog at: http://joeydennyemma.blogspot.com so be sure to read along and enjoy this wonderful journey with them. 
More on the WIA Picnic in August – The adoptive Father of one of our gorgeous little China babies is a wonderful photographer. While at our picnic this summer he took some great pictures for us. We hope you enjoy looking through these new pictures taken by someone who really knows what he is doing. 
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When glancing through the photo’s you will see some of our neat kids painting on T-shirts. These T-shirts, with the Chinese symbol for Love written on the front, were donated by Journey To Me. Each child attending the picnic was able to take home a T-shirt with brightly colored had prints and other fabulous drawings as a remembrance of that day. The kids had so much fun doing this that we hope to be able to furnish something like this at the next Wasatch get together. We want to thank Bren from Journey To Me for donating these T-shirts for our picnic.
[image: image16.jpg]


 [image: image17.jpg]


 [image: image18.jpg]



[image: image19.jpg]


 [image: image20.jpg]


 [image: image21.jpg]



Journey To Me offers a free on-line journal for any adoptive parent who would like to keep a detailed record of their adoption journey and find it a wonderful way to keep friends and family up to date when traveling abroad to pick up their children. More and more families are signing up for this service early in their adoption process - some right at the beginning - so they can keep a detailed written record of their entire adoption experience. We have had families write about their time spent gathering the dossier, the excitement of receiving the referral of their child, preparing for the trip overseas, being in the foreign country, and then the adjustment period upon their return home. Pictures can be easily posted with every journal entry, and keeping a journal like this is a perfect way to document this exciting time for adoptive parents. Because friends and family can access the journal, it means that individual emails don’t have to be sent to people, saving tons of time for the adoptive family. And, the journal can be saved to a disk, printed and put in a binder, or used as part of the life story for the adopted child. Children who are adopted love to read about the time when Mom and Dad were busy and working hard to find them and bring them home. Keeping an on-line journal service is free to all adoptive parents, and they also have some very unique and fun items on the site that can be purchased. We really encourage all of you to take some time to go to their website and look around. You can find this website by clicking on this link – http://www.journeytome.com We hope you will take the opportunity to browse through their site and sign up for the on-line journal – it’s a great opportunity and a great way to save the memories of your adoption experience. 
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The T-shirts that Journey To Me donated are so appreciated and the kids had lots of fun personalizing them with fabric paints. But those T-shirts will eventually get too small, get worn out, and in the blink of an eye as the years go by the T-shirts, as fun as they were, will be gone. Your memories, pictures, thoughts and dreams during your adoption process can last forever if you will just write them down. Don’t let this opportunity pass by!
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We had a great Parent Meeting on September 23rd. Thank you all for coming. We had fourty plus in attendance and the time seemed to fly by. There was a lot of information and discussion on orphanages and the effects of multiple care givers. We have the next Parent Meeting planned for October 21st and the subject matter will be just as informative but more light hearted. You will be asked to share insight on what made you decide to adopt? When did you know it was the right choice for you? These types of questions will be addressed and you will be able to interact as you discuss some of these important issues. 
We have been getting more clients who are living outside the United States. Some are with the military and others with business. I am trying to put together material that will help them in getting documents notarized. They have some different steps to go through and this can be a difficult task. Things must be in English and thus needing to be translated and so on. I hope to have this together by the end of the month. Kathy, our director is going to be in Germany in November doing an adoption seminar. If any of you have friends or family in that area who may want to attend, you can email us for more detail. I will also plan to put more detail about the seminar in the November newsletter. 
I know some of you are getting a bit discouraged with the long wait. This month, referrals went 18 days. This is up from what it has been. That put them to the 9th of Aug. I am encouraged at the trend as it has lengthened a day or two each month. I hope it continues. 
WIA is in the process of recruiting adoptive families who would be willing to serve as a Board Member of the WIA Advisory Board. The primary objective of this Advisory Board would be to organize fund raising projects in order that WIA can identify and fund humanitarian projects in the countries from which we place children. If you would be interested in serving on this Advisory Board, please contact Laura and Mark Moir, phone 801-390-0951 or email them at laurafmoirut@comcast.net.
In Closing I would like to say that of all the memories in our lives, those of our adoption journey are surely among the most stirring. But I believe there are some things we have a duty to remember. When we adopt a child from China, we assume the sacred trust to help them discover and remember the country and people who gave them birth. As parents we may struggle with just the right way to embrace Chinese culture, knowing our kids may resist as the turmoil of youth prompts them to minimize any difference from their peers. Our daunting task is to help them realize they are richer for having two countries, two cultures, two histories. If we succeed, our children will always remember with pride where they came from and who they are. 
When we adopt a child from China, we come to know many new friends. Some are parents sharing our wait. Some are new families making daily discoveries about one another. Some are nearby, others in distant lands. Some become our heroes as they devote themselves to uniting children who need a home with a family wishing for a child. Many are the children who brighten our lives. With so many new friends, we have inevitably felt the ache of loss, the startling surprise of the death of an adult or child among us, an ending amidst this cycle of beginnings, the yin to go with the yang. Last month we received news that one of the children adopted through Wasatch years ago passed away from leukemia, beautiful 15 year old Stani. We owe something to the friends we lose: “We will remember you.” This was very sudden and unexpected. Her sweet mother, although heartbroken, spoke of how lucky she was to have shared these years with such a wonderful daughter. We will remember. 
Once again thank you for your interest in our newsletter. We are always thrilled with the response from our readers. Thank you for your dedication and love for the little children of China. We hope to see you on the 21st.
Sincerely,
Dianne Squires
Marilyn Cypers
Kathy Kaiser
