Wasatch International Adoptions
China Newsletter and Update
September , 2006
Dear Families:
Welcome to the September addition of our China newsletter. September! Can you believe that September is already here? We can already feel the changes in the weather – cool nights and lower daytime temperatures – after the long hot summer we had here in Utah, this is a welcome change. 
We have also had other changes that you will read about in this letter. For one, we lost our Patricia, who manned the front desk for so long, to retirement.
It was a great summer for WIA. We have had many families come into our programs over the summer, and we welcome all of them into our WIA family. It’s always great to have new families come onboard because we know after that long wait for a referral one more child will come home to loving parents and a safe and secure future. 
Congratulation to the families who received their referral!! We are excited for you and look forward to reading about your journey as you post it. Please let us know the website you have chosen. 
We didn’t have our usual monthly Parent Education classes, but we did have a WIA family reunion picnic. The picnic was very successful. Thank you to the families who attended. Some are just starting to gather their dossier documents and getting their Home Study done. Some are waiting for their referral while others just brought their baby home. We also had many who have been home for years and a few who are going through the process for the second time. 
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I loved watching the parents talk about their experience and share with each other, the journey they were taking. The children got to meet new friends and have a lot of fun as well. 
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We had a fish pond that the kids loved and they fished, and fished and fished. They also enjoyed the bounce house and the bounce slide. 
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They also painted t-shirts. Most of them put their hands in paint and put the prints onto the shirt….messy but very fun!! 
We did a service project that the kids and adults worked on. They sanded blocks of wood that will be sent to orphanages for the children to play with.
Our new office manager, Lisa has been involved with this project for years and her own children have made little wooden cars and sanded thousands of blocks for this project.
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Lisa has been a real asset to WIA. She comes to us with a lot of knowledge having worked with adoption for years. She is a Social Worker and the mother of six adopted children. 
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Everyone brought delicious food, we had plenty to drink and the company was GREAT!!
Mark & Laura Moir, who are one of our families who brought their little girl home about 3 years ago, are spearheading the aluminum can project. Laura took a few minutes at the picnic to explain how she is doing this. She has contacted a few local businesses as well as their church congregation and they have really been excited to help. They call it “Cans for Orphans Campaign.” Aluminum cans as well as scrap are collected. When a large quantity is accumulated, you can call Mark and Laura Mois, 801-390-0951 or email them at laurafmoirut@comcast.net and they will pick it up. Or many just choose to make a donation to this campaign and you can contact Laura at the same phone or website to do that. 
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The proceeds from the Cans for Orphans Campaign will go to Wasatch’s Humanitarian Effort which helps special needs children receive the help they need. We were excited that they had received 230 lbs of aluminum and presented Wasatch with a check at the picnic. 
If you want to help contact businesses in your area and as a family you too can collect for this project. What a learning experience for children to have, an ongoing service project where they can learn to do something for someone else. A big THANK YOU LAURA for getting this started and letting us be part of it.
Many of you may have heard that Thea is no longer with us. Her husband was transferred with his work and if you can believe it she chose him over us. So she and her darling little girl joined daddy in Tacoma, Washington. We want to wish her well and let her know how much we will miss her. She has been wonderful to work with and is so knowledgeable we all learned from her as she helped teach our Parent classes. 
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Lisa will teach our next Parent class which will be held on Saturday September 23rd at 10:00am in room 301of the Weber State University Davis Campas at 2750 N. University Park Blvd in Layton, Utah. Which is located between Antelope Dr and highway 193 just east of I-15. 
We look forward to seeing you all their. Anyone interested in finding out more about adoption is welcome to attend. This month’s focus is on the effect of multiple care givers. We will also discuss the orphanages the children are living in. I know it will be valuable information for all of us.
Questions and Answers
Question: What’s the deal with Log in Dates? And, why are referrals taking so long?
Answer: Log in Dates and referrals – such a bad subject! However, from time to time this topic does come up. A log in Date is difficult to obtain and doesn’t always “stick.” Once in a while we are given a log in date and then a few months down the road this LID changes. When this happens, it’s a real emotional bombshell for families. We want you to know that the LID’s we give to you are not engraved in stone, and there is always the possibility that your LID could change during the wait for your referral – not drastically, but enough that you might not get your referral when you think you should have. Many agencies will not give out LID’s but will only give families the date their dossier is sent to China. We still will give you LID’s whenever possible, but please remember that this date may change. It’s a good estimate of when you will get a referral, but don’t live and die by you LID.
Referrals: I realize that most of you waiting for referrals came in to the China program when these referrals were routinely being sent after only a six month wait from the date the dossier was submitted. Now, the time-line continues to inch up and it seems that it’s a longer and longer wait for a referral. I have no sage advice to give anyone, and I know the words “just hang in there” begin to sound quite trite after a while. I promise I won’t say those words, but I do want to say this – I promise you that there is great happiness at the end of this long journey. I promise you that you will get your baby (or your child) even though the wait is terribly frustrating and you may at times doubt that it will ever happen. These words probably do not give you much consolation, but never forget there is a little girl somewhere in China who is waiting too, and her wait is more difficult than yours. She really needs you to be strong because without you, what would she do? I truly do understand how hard this wait is for all of you and you certainly have our permission to be mad and depressed. You are entitled to feel every emotion there is for a while. But, when this time has finally passed and you hold your baby in your arms, the pain of this wait will be worth the joy you will feel at the end of the journey. HONEST!! (and, I’m not going to say “hang in there”!)
Question: What about Travel Approvals – are they taking longer also?
Answer: Wow! These are hard questions! The answer is yes, Travel Approvals are taking a bit longer than they were a few months ago. It now takes about six weeks from the time your signed acceptance is sent back to CCAA until the Travel Approval arrives. This means it’s close to two months from the time you send your referral acceptance to CCAA until you actually step on the plane to fly to China. And, don’t forget that each April and October there is a huge Trade Show in Guangzhou, and often times we work the travel to China around that trade show as prices for the white Swan more than double when the Trade Show is in town. I guess patience is the watchword right now. Hopefully after you send your referral acceptance in to CCAA you will be so busy getting ready for the trip and finishing up with everything you need to have ready for your new family member that you won’t feel the wait time so acutely.
I hope you like this question and answer portion of the newsletter. If you have other items you want to see included please let us know. 
With the passage of the Hague Convention Treaty, the staff is working hard to get everything in place that is needed to become Hague accredited. This will take some months to get everything done that needs to be done, and even longer than that to receive the accreditation. However, we are working diligently towards this accreditation goal. Our program in Vietnam is progressing and we will hopefully have a license to work in Vietnam by the end of this year. And, the children from China continue to come home! So, all in all, this has been an eventful and wonderful year for us and hopefully it has been the same for all of you. 
Once again thank you for your interest in our newsletter. We are always thrilled with the response and feedback we get from our readers. Thank you for your dedication and love for the little children of China. We hope to see you at the Parent Meeting on the 23rd.
I want to close this newsletter with a thought sent to us from Amanda DeLange who is a single lady in China running a foster home for babies.”
“To have compassion isn’t the same thing as sympathy or pity. Pity will 
Break your heart; compassion will open it.”
By: Didi Ananda Ruchira 
Sincerely,
Dianne Squires
Marilyn Cypers
Kathy Kaiser
