Wasatch International Adoptions 

Guatemala Newsletter and Update

August, 2006

Dear Subscribers,

Welcome back to our latest issue of the Guatemala Newsletter. We are happy to announce that Karla Padilla, one of our moms waiting for her child from Guatemala has agreed to be a contributing editor for our newsletter each month.  We are so excited to have a parents’ perspective on issues pertaining to adopting from Guatemala and we appreciate her contribution greatly.  This month she has written an article on “waiting” and how her family has been able to “get through it.” so far.  We are also featuring waiting “parents to be”, Joan and William DalCerro who have written their story as to how they came to begin the adoption of their two beautiful girls Lina and Shirly whose picture we shared in last month’s newsletter.
****For those of you living in Utah, please don’t forget the Wasatch Picnic on Saturday, August 12 from noon until 4pm at Oak Forest Park in East Layton, Utah.  (Take Highway 89, turn west at the light on Sunset Drive, turn left or South on 2275 East, turn right or west on 2400 North.  You will be at the pavilion.  The picnic will be pot-luck.  Please bring a dish to share.)****
Since we will be talking a lot about “waiting” in this issue, we felt it would be useful to share with you exactly what happens once your dossier arrives in Guatemala and approximate time frames for each step.  We want to thank Shannon Cox, the Guatemala referral specialist for this great outline.  

Sincerely,

Kathy Junk – Inquiries Specialist

Chareyl Moyes – Program Manager

Shannon Cox – Referral Specialist

   GUATEMALAN TIMELINE

1. Translation of documents from English to Spanish (approx 1 week) 

2. Legalization of documents (approx 1 week) 

3. Family Court.  During Family Court your file will be assigned to a social worker.  S/he will review your file and will conduct an interview with the birth mother as well as the foster mother.  Once she approves your file, she submits her approval to a judge.  He reviews and signs your file.  The Family Court Process is generally the longest part of the adoption process. (approx 2 months) 

4. DNA testing.  This is usually done during the Family Court Process so it doesn’t add any time to the total length of the adoption process.  Many facilitators choose to have DNA testing done on the same day as the interview with the social worker so that they only have to bring in the birth mother for one day.  For DNA testing to take place, first we must receive an authorization from the US Embassy.  I receive that authorization and pay the lab for the testing to be done (we have accounts set up with the labs here in the US, so Wasatch will in turn bill you for the testing).  I send a receipt of payment to the lab in Guatemala.  Swabs are taken fro m the birth mother and child and sent to the lab here in the US.  The lab in the US sends us the results and we then authenticate them and forward them to the embassy in Guatemala.  (This process usually takes about 4 weeks but, as mentioned, is usually done during family court). 

5. Pre-approval from the US Embassy.  DNA test results and the decree from Family Court are given to the US Embassy and they issue a “pre-approval”. (This can take anywhere from 2-6 weeks.  Occasionally the embassy will randomly select a file to “investigate”.  This could take over 3 months.  I have had it happen twice to me during my 4 years of working in Guatemala) 

6. PGN.  Embassy pre-approval and file are submitted to the Procuraduria General de la Nacion (PGN).  This office is similar to our attorney general’s office.  Your file is assigned to an attorney and gone through with a fine toothed-comb.  It often seems that the attorneys in PGN make up any reason to find an error in the file.  If they do find one of these “previos”, it must be fixed and then can be approved.  The length of time in PGN varies greatly.  (between 3 and 10 weeks). 

7. New birth certificate.  Once PGN has approved your file, your child is legally yours according to Guatemala law!  Yeah!  Now a new birth certificate is issued with YOUR last name in place of your child’s last name given at birth.  (approx 1 week) 

8. Translation of documents.  The Spanish decrees are now all translated into English to be submitted to the US Embassy for the visa. (approx 1 week) 

9. US Embassy.  Your file is submitted to the embassy.  They review it and issue a “pink slip” which gives the family approval to travel to pick up their child! (1-2 weeks) 

So, as you can see, the time frames at each stage of the process vary greatly.  The general time frame for an adoption to be completed once the dossier arrives in Guatemala is 6-7 months.  Some are a little shorter, some are a little longer.

Waiting . . . Waiting . . . and Waiting

By Karla W. Padilla

According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, the word WAIT means: to stay in place in expectation of, to remain stationary in readiness or expectation, to look forward expectantly. 

As part of the international adoption community, we all know that waiting is probably the most difficult part of the adoption process. After all the running around to gather documents and getting them notarized and authenticated, setting up immigration appointments, and ensuring that the final dossier is perfect, all we can do after it is sent and out of our hands is wait and wait. We look forward to any news regarding our child or children and anxiously wait to see if we have moved a step closer to receiving a “pink slip.” We are also ready to do what it takes to make sure that the process is moving along.  In my case it meant having my mom get my birth certificate legalized and authenticated in Honduras where I was born, then traveling to Guatemala and hand delivering it to our referral specialist so she could give it to the lawyer to have it legalized and authenticated one more time.  

I know that for me waiting to pick-up our daughter has and continues to be a test of  patience, especially since I do not have control as to what happens or how long each step will take. As frustrating as this part of the adoption process is, the one thing that keeps me going is the final outcome. I keep envisioning that glorious moment when we receive our “pink slip,” and have to rush to get ready. I also look forward to the moment when our daughter is handed to us and I can finally hold her in my arms and know that she is coming home. I think it is also important to remember that as we remain stationary in readiness or expectation, there will be milestones that are reached (i.e., family court and DNA completion). We should take each of these milestones in and remember our feelings at that moment, so we can one day share the experience and history with our child or children.  

As Garth Brooks sings in his song, “The Dance,” we could have done without the pain, but we would have missed the dance. International adoption is a process of ups and downs, emotions, and anticipation, but in the end it is all worth the WAIT.

Ideas on Getting Through the WAIT

1. Network with other waiting families and share your experiences.

2. Keep a journal of your process including how you are feeling.

3. Learn about your child’s or children’s culture and country. Learn the language.

4. Go on a visit trip.

5. Take up a hobby.  Do something you have always wanted to do. 
And now a great story from our featured family the DalCerro’s who are adopting these two beautiful girls from the orphanage at Casa Guatemala.  You can read more about that orphanage by going to http://www.casa-guatemala.org.
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We are William and Joan DalCerro who live in the northwest part of Arizona on our small ranch.  We do not have children of our own, so have tried to help many children who were in need.  About a year & a half ago we saw a TV show on the thousands of orphans in Russia. This put an idea in our heads. 


After researching countries and international adoption agencies, we chose Wasatch because they were ‘down to earth’ and were willing to answer our many, many questions.  Kathy Junk, who is a wonderfully patient person, asked & answered many questions regarding our search for a country.  Since we are both working and have obligations at the ranch, we could not spend a lot of time away from home.

Guatemala was our first choice, and that is where we are adopting our two beautiful girls from.


We wanted girls between the ages of 5-8 - - we thought.  When we were told about Lina, who was 12 at that time and an orphan, we couldn’t resist her beautiful smile.  To quote my husband, when he was asked about taking an older child, he said,” Of course, I wouldn’t refuse any child a chance for a home”.  So ALL that paperwork started!  It was still our prayer to have another younger child.  Then about 4 months ago, just about when our dossier was to go to Guatemala, I got an email late in the day from Shannon saying: “Urgent-little girl”. So after several back & forth emails, I get the message, “It’s a go!”  Talk about tears!!! Then we got her picture and biography.  She too is an orphan and the girls know each other.  Shirley is 4 years and we have received many pictures of them both from the orphanage through Shannon.  We have written to them & sent gifts, also.

 
How did we choose our girls?  We didn’t, a Higher Power did.  I know all of you are just as anxious to have your children home as we are and the waiting is difficult.  But, at least we know that with the help of Kathy, Shannon, Chareyl and of course Kathy Kaiser and the rest of the staff, we are in safe hands.  Good luck to everyone!!!

Joan and William DalCerro
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