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Dear Subscribers,
MERRY CHRISTMAS!! Welcome back to another newsletter for the month of December. Since Christmas is a time of love and receiving gifts, we have devoted this newsletter to the families who have received the gift of a child from Guatemala recently. We thank these families for sharing photos and information about their beautiful children and hope those of you waiting will enjoy seeing that your dream really does come true, even if the wait seems unbearable at times.
We are anxious for new subjects to address in upcoming newsletters that would be of interest to you. If you have an idea for a subject you would like addressed or explained with regards to the adoption process, please contact Kathy Junk at kathy@wiaa.org.
Those of us working with Guatemala have joyful hearts at this time of year as we continue to see the process move along smoothly and steadily. We pray that adoptions will somehow be able to continue in that country after the U.S. passes the Hague. We know there are those in the Guatemala adoption world who are working hard on laws and changes to keep adoptions happening. Some information we received from JCICS (Joint Council on Adoption) shows us people are meeting and do care about the future of adoptions in Guatemala. Here is what we received:
Congressional Briefing - Guatemala
Joint Council will be a presenting at the Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute sponsored Congressional Briefing on Tuesday, December 5th. Kemy Monahan (DOS), Anne Palmer (CIS), Tom DiFilipo (Joint Council) and Roberto Echeverria will lead a panel discussion on the current status of intercounty adoption with Guatemala for U.S. Members of Congress and their staff.
Guatemalan Congressional Delegation
Joint Council partnered with the Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute in arranging for a delegation of 8 Guatemalan Congressmen to meet with U.S. Members of Congress and Department of State on December 8th and 9th. 
We will publish a short report of these important events for the Membership later this week.
Best Regards,
Jennifer Peterson

We will keep you informed about these events as we receive information.
Wishing you all a peace-filled, healthy, holiday!
Kathy Junk – Inquiries Specialist
Chareyl Moyes – Program Manager
Shannon Cox – Referral Specialist

WELCOME HOME!!!!
Daniel and Renee Thor welcomed home their handsome little boy Joshua Gabriel Thor the end of October. Look at this cutie!!
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A special Thanksgiving was in store for Karen and Kyle Green who brought home their darling little girl, Preslee Ann Green near the end of November. Karen says:
“Preslee Ann has already blessed our lives in so many ways. She has taught us to be grateful for all that we have. She has taught us that there is always room in our hearts to love one more. She has made our family complete. So on this Thanksgiving, we have a lot to be thankful for. We are most thankful for Preslee, for our family, and for the mere fact that Preslee is home at last. Welcome home, baby girl.”
The Green’s have documented their adoption journey on a website which they are happy to share with all of you. For more information go to:
http://www.adoptionvoyages.com/preslee
Here are some photos of Preslee and family: 
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Alisa Carlton brought home her beautiful daughter in October. Her name is Linnea Cecilia Carlton. Alisa and Linnea are both happy and doing well and Alisa and thanked Wasatch for our help in making them a family.
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Ana Valeska Padilla joined her forever family, parents, Duane and Karla and brother Carlos in November. Karla says:
"We are so happy to have AnaValeska home. She is a true blessing and a lot of fun. It was well worth the wait and the paperwork. Thank you to everyone who helped us through the process. May God bless you always." 
The Padilla’s have also documented their family’s journey to adopt Ana . Please visit the Padilla website at:
http://www.adoptionvoyages.com/anavaleska
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And last, but surely not least, Nathan and Kaylee Shulz brought him their adorable son, Carter Eswin Shulz. Kaylee says:
“Carter just turned 9 months on the 4th of December. We came home from Guatemala on October 27. We are so lucky to have Carter become part of our family. He is such a happy, easy going baby and being the 4th child that is such a blessing for mom and dad. Carter has 2 sisters and 1 brother who love to play with him and make him laugh. He has grown so much in the month and half since he has been home. He didn't bear weight on his legs or sit up when we got him. He now does both of those things well and just learned how to play patty cake. It is so much fun to be able to watch him grow and bond with him, it was so worth all the work and waiting. 
I want to thank Wasatch again for all that was done to help us bring Carter home. Everyone there will always hold a special place in my heart. You guys are so awesome and every chance I get I am happy to tell about our adoption story and the great agency that we used. Thank you so much!!!
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