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June, 2006
Dear Subscribers,

As usual time has flown and summer is already here.  Many babies continue to come home from Guatemala and the program is actually mover faster than usual.  Families that are just in the thinking stages of adoption will want to begin the process immediately however because of what is happening with the Proposed Hague Regulations pertaining to international adoptions. The United States has already ratified The Hague and it is assumed that passage will be sometime mid 2007.  Right now, the status is unclear how adoptions will continue with countries that have not ratified the Hague however since Guatemala did ratify the Hague but has really done nothing to come into compliance, sadly, once the U.S. passes the Hague, adoptions of Guatemalan children through a U.S. agency will most likely cease or at least stop for a time. Joint Council on International Children’s Services has stated with regards to agencies involved with adoptions in Guatemala:  

The Department of State was unable to provide a precise recommendation for agencies with programs in Guatemala.  They said the Guatemala is considered a Convention country; however, their procedures are not in compliance with the Convention.  The Department will be working with Guatemalan authorities to enforce the importance of setting up laws in compliance with the Hague Convention.  The State Department felt that there will be more information from the government of Guatemala before 2007 when the US plans to ratify the Convention and become a “Hague country”. 

As you can see, it is difficult for us or any agency to give sound advice to families who want to wait to begin their adoption from Guatemala and so we encourage them to begin the process immediately.  Once the paperwork is to Guatemala, we are having children home in as little as six months.  Our attorneys tell us that once the power of attorney has been signed in Guatemala, the paperwork will proceed under the old process.

For more in-depth information about the Hague regulations pertaining to adoption please go to: 

www.jcics.org and then click on government affairs and then click on Hague. 

We have some good news and that is that we are working with another new attorney who has a lot of experience in placing children from Guatemala and who is very fast.  This allows us to work now with eight, competent attorneys who can provide referrals quickly for our families.  All of our attorneys are keeping us abreast of any changes or concerns and right now they continue to encourage families to go forward.  If any of our attorneys felt that a family should not begin the process at this time, they would be sure to let us know.  There may come a time when an attorney may want a family to fly to Guatemala to sign the power of attorney to speed up the adoption process, but for now, no attorneys are asking families to do this.  
The main thing for new families to know is that adoptions are going very smoothly and very quickly at this time from Guatemala.  If you wish to adopt from this country, do not delay.  You can request an application and additional information about our Guatemala program by e-mailing Kathy@wiaa.org
We thought an update of how the staffing works for Guatemala adoptions might be helpful for families just beginning the process or who are even in mid-process and may be a bit confused.  

When a family decides to adopt from Guatemala, they will most likely work closely with three people.  The first is Kathy Junk who is our inquiry specialist.  She is the one that you will generally first communicate with through e-mail or telephone call.  She is the one that helps you to understand the basic process of international adoption and the specific process and fees related to Guatemala.  She is the one that ensures you receive an application and any other necessary information you need about beginning to work with Wasatch adoptions.  Once you have completed your application, you are immediately sent a set of contracts.  A letter is included with these contracts letting you know who to speak with if you have questions on filling them out.  Once you have returned these contracts, you will be sent a manual for Guatemala and Chareyl Moyes will step in as your program manager.  Chareyl has been working with Guatemala families for almost two years now and knows the dossier process inside and out for Guatemala.  She is available daily to help you with your questions.  She is the one that will review your home study and dossier paperwork to make sure everything is in place to run smoothly through the legal process in Guatemala.  Once your paperwork arrives in Guatemala, Chareyl will continue to follow it through to completion.  So now you are wondering when do I get my referral?  That is when Shannon Cox steps in.  Shannon speaks fluent Spanish and since our attorneys for the most part only speak Spanish, she handles the referrals for the children for the families.  She is able to translate their medical reports and speak personally with the attorneys with regards to the children they have available.  Please understand that while working with three people during your process may seem a bit confusing, Kathy, Chareyl and Shannon are always in contact with regards to a new family and continue to make each other aware of what is happening all along the way.  Also please know that Kathy, Shannon and Chareyl work with families adopting from other countries as well.  It just makes sense that each of them maintains their expertise in one area.  For example, Chareyl knows all about government issues relating to dossiers while Shannon is familiar with how referrals work speaks Spanish and understands the culture, health issues with children etc. for other countries.  Kathy has a general knowledge of all the countries Wasatch places children from as well as the information on getting a family started on the process.  Shannon, Chareyl and Kathy have all adopted internationally.  They know your frustrations and your excitement.  They love being a part of your adoption but want to do it in the most efficient way.  We welcome your suggestions as well and always love to hear from you.
We can’t end the newsletter without a great big WELCOME HOME to Nathan and Lori Kluzek and their baby girl Josy Kluzek.  We will be featuring their story and photos next month.  
Be sure to check out next month’s issue as well to ding out who the two darling girls are in the photo below and the story from their happy “parents to be”.  Also watch for some good changes to the newsletter in July.  We have an adopting family that will be a “contributing editor” with interesting and fun information for families.
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Sincerely,

Kathy Junk – Inquiries Specialist

Chareyl Moyes – Program Manager

Shannon Cox – Referral Specialist

