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March, 2006
Hello to all of you and a very Happy Belated New Year.  The time seems to go by so quickly and I want to update you on our Guatemala program.  
 
For those of you who are reading this for the first time we welcome you and hope you will enjoy the information in our update.  If you are interested in adopting from Guatemala we encourage you to get in touch with us and find out more about how to do this.  We have a fabulous inquiry specialist, Kathy Junk, who can answer all of your questions and is happy to email or talk to you anytime to get you information about adopting and answers to all your questions.  You can reach Kathy by emailing her at Kathy@wiaa.org.  She would love to hear from you anytime.  
 
Guatemala has become a very favorable adoption choice within the international adoption community.  Guatemala’s culture, people and relatively close proximity to the United States have been enticing factors.  Children adopted from this country are Mayan or Hispanic and have beautiful brown eyes and dark hair.  Referrals still seem to be coming within 1 month after submitting the required paperwork.  
 
Things are going great right now and children are coming home every month from Guatemala.  As most of you know, there is a group of individuals that have been pressing for a change in the Guatemala adoption process.  They would like for the private attorneys and foster mothers to be removed form the process and for the government to regulate all adoptions.  With this new law, all orphans would be in a “hogar” or orphanage and the Guatemalan government would work with the adoption agencies to issue the referrals and complete the adoption process. This law was introduced and has passed two “lecturas” or readings and it must pass 3 lecturas before it can go into effect. We do not know yet when the third will be held.
 
Our attorney’s are assuring us that all is well.  This past October our attorney’s  asked that any families accepting new referrals travel to Guatemala to sign the Power of Attorney.  Once the Power of Attorney is signed and registered in Guatemala, an adoption has  officially “begun” and any changes in the law will not affect these adoption proceedings.
 
As of right now we are able to send the Power of Attorney’s to Guatemala but please be aware this could change again.
 
 We are in contact with our attorney’s in Guatemala on a daily basis and they will keep us informed of any changes as they come about.  Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or concerns.
 
  We have been very pleased with how quickly cases have been completed and I know that the last 5 families that have brought there children home from Guatemala were pleased as well.  We have four families who are picking up their children at this time.  We congratulate them.
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The Matkin family brought home a darling little girl from Guatemala just before Christmas.  This is their first child and they are loving every minute with her.
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Thank you to the England family for bringing there beautiful little boy into the office for us to see.  They picked him up last summer.  The day they came by the office he was full of smiles.  
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For those of you who will be traveling there soon, let me give you a little info I think you will find interesting.  This country is so lush green and beautiful.  It has many rivers and lakes as well as tropical jungles and forested plains.  Volcanic sand beaches rim the Pacific Ocean and Caribbean Sea.  There is an abundance of wildlife, valuable hardwoods and rubber trees.  This is a wonderful place to enjoy nature.  Most of the countries volcanoes are easy to climb.  Experts consider Guatemala’s Pacific coast as one of the best in the world for deep sea fishing.
 
I love the Guatemala program and the families I work with.   After traveled to Guatemala and going through the entire process, I have some additional insight and feel the experience has helped me in answering even more of your questions. If you have questions just know that I am here for you.
 
A big congratulation goes out to the four families who are PGN approved and will soon travel to pick up their children.  We know more of you will be getting PGN approved soon. Once you are PGN approved the adoption is final and your baby will be issued a new birth certificate with your last name on it. (Remember the baby will keep its Guatemalan first name until you bring it home, you can then change the name here in the US)   
 
I thought you would like to see some pictures of me in Guatemala with a couple of our kids.
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