Wasatch International Adoptions

Guatemala News letter and Updates
May, 2005

Dear Waiting Families,

I am excited to introduce our new online news letter. We at Wasatch feel this will be a great way to get information and updates to all of our clients; we also feel it will be a great way to share stories and pictures. I would love your input, if you have any suggestions or ideas please feel free to send them, you can email me at chareyl@wiaa.org
For all of our newcomers I would like to introduce myself. My name is Chareyl Moyes and I am the Guatemala program manager. I love this program and feel that I am pretty passionate about it. One of the things that have helped me to feel so strongly about this program is the opportunity I have had to travel to Guatemala and visit some of the orphanages and foster homes. I have to say that I was so impressed with the love and care given to all the children. I noticed at one of the orphanages there was one care giver for every 3-4 children. The orphanages were clean and orderly. They 

Were very small though and it is obvious that they are not set up for long term care of the children. I was happy to know that most of the children were already in the process of being adopted and were only waiting for the legal process to be completed so they could join there new families.

A highlight of my trip to Guatemala was delivering some donated clothes and shoes to one of the orphanages, there were two little toddler boys that were over come with joy at receiving new shoes. One of the caregivers put the shoes on the boys and they danced around the room filled with excitement and what added to there excitement was the fact that the shoes lit up as they danced and walked around. I have to say I can’t remember when I have seen anything so cute, those little boys thought they had died and gone to heaven.

Another thing I love about Guatemala, besides the adorable children, is the Beautiful Country that Guatemala is. If you ever get the chance to spend a couple of extra days there I recommend you go to a quaint little city called Antigua. Surrounded by Volcano’s this little town makes you feel like you have stepped back in time. You never know what you will find hidden behind the painted cement walls that cover the streets. Our director Kathy Kaiser and I stayed at a hotel called the Quinta de la Flores, when I stepped inside the big gates I was awe struck at the beauty, the lush green

Surrounded by tropical flowers was breath taking. Antigua is about a 40 minute drive from Guatemala City, even if you only have the afternoon free, it’s worth the trip!

Updates 
Guatemala is a very strong program. I feel confident in the attorneys we work with. They do a great job and they have the children’s best interest at heart, they try very hard to get each case done in as timely a manner as possible. There will always be some hold ups and set backs with international adoption, but we try to stay on top of these as much as we can. I also feel very confident that the US government supports adoptions in Guatemala. On May 12, 2005 the US State Department issued a statement

Concerning adoptions in Guatemala it stated; The US Government firmly believes that international adoption is in the best interests of children who cannot find permanent family placements in their home countries. It also stated that; The US Embassy continues to monitor the status of proposed adoption legislation in Guatemala and will continue to encourage reform that protects the interests of the children, birth parents and adoptive parents.
What’s New? 
A big congratulation goes out to one of our families who will be picking up a daughter in just a few days, and to several other families who have been PGN approved and are just waiting for their pink slips to be issued so that they can travel and pick up their babies. For those of you that are not yet familiar with the PGN, all I can say is the PGN is your final hurdle in the legal process in Guatemala, once you are PGN approved the adoption is final and your baby will be issued a new birth certificate with your last name on it. (Remember the baby will keep its Guatemalan first name until you bring it home, you can then change the name here in the US)
Brag page
I thought you would enjoy a couple pictures of some of our babies waiting to come home………….They just don’t get any cuter than this!!!!
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