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Dear Subscribers,
Can it really be November already and time for another update? Time flies as we approach the busy holiday season but I know there are several families who are thrilled time is flying as that means they have their children home!! 
This month we are featuring an article written from the director of Casa Guatemala, one of the orphanages we work with that generally places older children. There is such a need for humanitarian aid for this particular orphanage and they work solely on donations. I am going to include the entire letter sent to me in hopes that some of you may be touched by their plight and want to help.
As usual we have our Trivia Section from Karla Padilla and we have also included a letter from her with regards to her thoughts on being out of the PGN—finally!
We have THREE families who have arrived home with their babies near the end of October as well as another family out of PGN. We will tell you more about these families later in this edition.
Please continue your suggestions for the newsletter. If you have a subject or just anything fun you would like to share here, please contact Kathy Junk at kathy@wiaa.org. 
At this season of thanksgiving, we give thanks for you, our wonderful families and your desire to love and parent these beautiful Guatemalan children. You will bless their lives in so many ways and we feel thankful just to be a small part of that wonderful process.
With thankful hearts,
Kathy Junk – Inquiries Specialist
Chareyl Moyes – Program Manager
Shannon Cox – Referral Specialist

Message from the director of Casa Guatemala:
Dear Friends 
Hope, sometimes it is all we have. 
Faith, sometimes it is all we need. 
Here at Casa Guatemala we are lucky to have an abundance of both. And having supporters like you doesn't hurt much either. 
The New Year is almost here and we thank you for helping us get through 2006; it was a tough year. We had to deal with flood damage and the health issues that resulted. Our generator went down and went down again. Crises and headaches came and went, but we never lost focus on why we do what we do – the children. 
This year we are proud to inform you that we taught, fed, supported, and cared for 250 children. 27 of them finished 6th grade and hope to receive funding to continue their studies outside of Casa Guatemala. Axel finished high school and has dreams of becoming a doctor, but at this time the necessary education is too expensive so we found him a job in the city. Meme finished 10th grade; Julian, Magali, and Minor finished 7th. We have faith that our sponsors will help us pay for their continuing education. 
In 2007 we plan on taking in more children. It's not that we have the extra money, or the extra space, or extra staff. It's that there are children in our surrounding area and throughout Guatemala that need our help. We hope to help as many of them as possible. That's why the Children's Village was created. 
The children in our cleft palate/hair lip program are doing well. Their new smiles are shaping up nicely and they are about to enter the next round of surgeries. 
Needs for 2007:
- Salaries for the teachers and all the Guatemalan staff 
- fuel for the boats that run back and forth every day with children and supplies 
- school supplies 
- food 
- medicine 
- clothing 
- bed linen 
- kitchen supplies 
- furnish the two new classrooms
- finish the clinic's construction 
- new roofing for the pig and chicken pens 
- new floor for six big chicken cages 
- new hogs for reproduction
And the most important need, from the children's point of view, donations for our Christmas celebration. This is our biggest party of the year. Last year about 600 children from the surrounding area attended our fiesta on December 24th hoping to see Santa 
and get a gift. 
We hope that we can make a difference in the lives of the children at Casa Guatemala. We hope that we can fill their bellies and their minds. We hope we can provide them with medical attention. We hope to make them laugh. We hope to help them realize their dreams. 
We have faith that donors like you, who are lucky enough to enjoy holiday feasts with their families, who have good jobs, and who received a good education, will support us. We have faith that the funds will be there to help the hopes and dreams of the children of Casa Guatemala come true. 
We have faith in you. We hope you will continue to have faith in us, 
Angie
HOW TO MAIL YOUR CONTRIBUTION:
Your free tax contribution in the U.S.
Your check to:
FRIENDS OF GUATEMALAN CHILDREN IRS ID 52 1302396
And mail to: 
Reese Brenengen PH 608 279 4272 sldmseen@mwt.net
Your free tax contributioon in Canada
Your check to:
SUPPORT CASA GUATEMALA CHILDREN, REG # 0863223-03 
And mail to: 
Bob Carkner PH 604 277 6584 bobcarkner@shaw.ca
(8500 Fairway road Richmond, B.C. V7C 1V6 Canada)
or to; Roy Baker Royba@idirect.com.
(660, Meadow Lane, Burlington, Ont. L7L R8 Canada)
Donors from other parts of the world:
A bank transference to:
BANCO CUSCATLAN DE GUATEMALA C.A. 
15 calle 1-04 zona 10 
Edificio Céntrica Plaza 1º nivel 
Guatemala city, Guatemala 
ACCOUN No 150001773 
SWIFT: BACUGTGC 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
FURTHER CREDIT ACCOUNT 
No 129035319 
BENEFICIARY NAME: 
ASOCIACION CASA GUATEMALA
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR HELPING THE CHILDREN!
With the permission of Karla Padilla, our contributing editor, we would like to share the following letter. She will be traveling to get her daughter in just about two weeks.
Hello,
We received the wonderful news yesterday afternoon that we are out of PGN and that Ana Valeska is ours! We cannot express how excited and blessed we feel. The last 10 weeks have been difficult, but as always God knows what he is doing and makes things happen at the appropriate time. Also, there is nothing like the power of prayer!
We will most likely be traveling around Thanksgiving. I cannot think of a better way to celebrate this great holiday. We definitely have a lot to be grateful for. Her birth certificate with the last name Padilla should be issued in the next two weeks and then her passport in another two weeks.
We will be traveling to Guatemala for a few days and then go visit our family in Honduras. Carlos is also very excited and already has plans for his little sister. He is going to be a wonderful big brother.
We would like to thank all of you for your support, love, and prayers. We would especially like to thank Shannon Cox and Chareyl Moyes at Wasatch International Adoptions and the rest of the staff for their diligence, patience, and support. You are all wonderful! A special thank you goes out to the other Guatemalan waiting families and familes who have picked up their children. You have no idea how much your friendship and support has helped us get through all of the waiting. We have not met most of you, but know that we love you and that we will all have our beautiful children soon. Our prayers are with you and we will continue to be in touch. 
As we prepare for our exciting journey we again ask for your prayers and positive thoughts that all will continue to go smoothly and that we will pick-up AnaValeska soon. We will keep you posted!
Thank you Lord for all your blessings and love. We love you.
Love,
Duane, Karla and Carlos Andres Padilla
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
* Guatemala has 30 volcanoes. 

* Guatemala has 8000 species of 
plants in 19 different ecosystems. 

* Guatemala’s national flower is the 
“Monja Blanca,” – white nun orchid.

* Guatemala’s land varies from jungles to volcanoes, 
to wetlands. There is a lot of natural beauty to see
and experience! 


A GREAT BIG WELCOME HOME TO:
NATE AND KAYLEE SCHULZ AND THEIR NEW LITTLE BOY
ALISA CARLTON AND HER BABY DAUGHTER 
DANIEL AND RENEE THOR AND THEIR NEW SON
They will share pictures with us for next month’s newsletter. 
