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Dear Subscribers,
Welcome back for another update of the Guatemala Newsletter. We have some great information in this newsletter and hope that it will be useful to those of you just beginning the adoption process, those waiting and even those of you who have returned home with your child. 
Our first article was written by Shannon Cox, our referral specialist. This was written in response to some questions we have received from families whose adoptions fall into the category of “abandonment cases.” You will see there are some differences in abandonment cases versus relinquishment cases.
The Guatemala staff has also been asked by several families to share a photo of “our” families and adopted children and so we have included these as well. I know it is always fun to be able to put a “face” to a voice or an e-mail.
We are going to continue our “Trivia Section” thanks to adopting mom, Karla Padilla as well as some additional photos we received from August’s picnic party for Utah families. We are also sharing information about a wonderful website where for free you can post your adoption journey for family and friends to read about.
Remember, we love suggestions for the newsletter. If you have a subject or just anything fun you would like to share here, please contact Kathy Junk at wiaa.org. 
Enjoy!
Kathy Junk – Inquiries Specialist
Chareyl Moyes – Program Manager
Shannon Cox – Referral Specialist

Abandonment Cases
By Shannon Cox
In Guatemala, there are basically two types of cases that are processed. The majority of children that are adopted come from unwed mothers that have chosen to relinquish their children for adoption. However, there is another type of case, and that is an abandonment case. There are several reasons why a child may be considered “abandoned”. The first is that they are literally abandoned. One time a new born baby boy was found left on the front step of a church. Another time a two year old child was observed playing in garbage in a street for three days so the people watching her finally took her to the authorities. The second reason a child may be considered abandoned is if the birth parents die and the child is brought in to authorities by a friend, neighbor, caregiver, or even a relative. The third reason is that reports are made of a child being in an abusive situation and that child is removed by authorities and the birth parents’ rights are terminated. One of the worst cases I can remember of this was of a beautiful little five year old that had been kept locked in a small cage with the dogs for days or weeks on end. In all three of these cases, an abandonment decree must be completed on the child. This can often take a great deal of time. The attorney in charge of the case must complete several steps, including court paperwork, social worker reports, and a diligent search to find parents (whose rights have not been terminated) or relatives that are willing to take responsibility for the child. Notices must be run in the newspaper for several weeks. It can be quite complicated, but once the steps are fulfilled and turned in to a judge, he can issue an “Abandonment Decree” on the child. The child then becomes available for adoption. 
This changes the process somewhat because there will be no DNA testing, nor will the birth mother appear in family court for an interview or have to sign anything at any point, because there is no parental involvement. Instead, the social worker from the hogar where the child is staying will be interviewed and, if the child is old enough, the child may be interviewed in Family Court as well. Basically, these are the only differences in the process. 
You asked for it……..so here they are…..the families of the Guatemala Staff:
Kathy (Inquiries Specialist) and Mike Junk Family with adopted son “Mitko” from Bulgaria.

Chareyl (Program Manager) Moyes Family with adopted son “Robby” from Haiti.
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Shannon (Referral Specialist) and Jason Cox Family with adopted son “Andre” from Haiti.
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CONGRAULATIONS to Daniel and Renee Thor, Kaylee and Nathan Shulz and Alisa Carlton whose adoption paperwork has made it through PGN!!! This means that their children officially belong to them!!! Alisa will be picking up her little girl this weekend and we hope the Thor’s will be traveling next week to pick up their little boy. The Schulz’s will be going to get their little boy in just a few weeks as well!! How we love to give this news to our families!!!!
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DID YOU KNOW?
    * Guatemala means “Land of Trees.”
    * Guatemala is the most populous 
        country in Central America.

   * More than half of Guatemalans are   

       descendents of the Mayan people.  

       They have about 24 indigenous  

                                              languages and maintain their

                                              customs and traditional dress.
      * Landinos (Mayan-Spanish mix) make  

    up the rest of the population.  They    
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    speak Spanish and wear Western 
    clothing.
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More on the WIA Picnic in August - The adoptive father of one of our gorgeous little China babies is a wonderful photographer, and while at our picnic this summer he took some great pictures for us. We hope you enjoy looking through these new pictures taken by someone who really knows what he is doing. When glancing through the photos, you will see some of our neat kids painting on T-shirts. These T-shirts, with the Chinese symbol for Love written on the front, were donated by Journey To Me. Each child attending the picnic was able to take home a T-shirt with brightly colored hand prints and other fabulous drawings as a remembrance of that day. The kids had so much fun doing this that we hope to be able to furnish something like this at the next Wasatch get together. And, we want to thank Bren from Journey To Me for donating these T-shirts for our picnic. 
Journey To Me offers a free on-line journal for any adoptive parent who would like to keep a detailed record of their adoption journey. Many parents find it a wonderful way to keep friends and family up to date when traveling abroad to pick up their children. More and more families are signing up for this service early in their adoption process - some right at [image: image34.jpg]


the beginning - so they can keep a detailed written record of their entire adoption experience. We have had families write about their time spent gathering the dossier, the excitement of receiving the referral of their child, preparing for the trip overseas, being in the foreign country, and then the adjustment period upon return home. Pictures can be easily posted with every journal entry, and keeping a journal like this is a perfect way to document this exciting time for adoptive parents. Because friends and family can access the journal, it means that individual emails don't have to be sent to people, saving tons of time for the adoptive family. And, the journal can be saved to a disk, printed and put in a binder, or used as part of [image: image35.wmf]the life story for the adopted child. Children who are adopted love to read about the time when Mom and Dad were busy and working hard to find them and bring them home. Keeping an on-line journal is something that we urge every adoptive parent to consider doing. And, we can't tell you enough or say enough good things about Journey To Me - they are just wonderful. Their on-line journal service is free to all adoptive parents, and they also have some very unique and fun items on their site that can be purchased. We really encourage all of you to take some time to go to their website and look around. You can find this website by clicking on this link - www.journeytome.com. We hope you will take the opportunity to browse through their site and sign up for the on-line journal - it's a great opportunity and a great way to save the memories of your adoption experience. The T-shirts that Journey To Me donated are so appreciated and the kids had lots of fun personalizing them with fabric paints. But those T-shirts will eventually get too small, get worn out, and in the blink of an eye as the years go by the T-shirts, as fun as they were, will be gone. Your memories, pictures, thoughts and dreams during your adoption process can last forever if you will just write them down. Don't let this opportunity pass by!
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