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September, 2006

Dear Subscribers,
Fall is fast upon us and with the passing of the month of August, we have many items of interest for you in the newsletter. Karla Padilla, our contributing editor has interviewed one of our waiting families with regards to what is involved with a visit trip to see your child in Guatemala. This is very informative for those families considering such a trip.
We also welcome home another new baby and are anxiously awaiting several more that are coming soon!
This newsletter will tell you a bit more about Guatemala in our Trivia section, also contributed by Karla. For those of you who don’t know Karla, we have included a photo of her family and the little girl Betzabe that they are adopting. We want to personally thank her for her help thus far on our newsletters.
In August we also had a great picnic party for Utah families and you can read more information about that event as well as view photos later in the newsletter.
If any family adopting from Guatemala has a suggestion as to a subject you would like to see addressed in future newsletters, please free to contact Kathy Junk at kathy@wiaa.org. Enjoy!
Sincerely,
Kathy Junk – Inquiries Specialist
Chareyl Moyes – Program Manager
Shannon Cox – Referral Specialist

What is a Visit Trip?
By Karla W. Padilla
As we anxiously wait to pick-up our children, one thing we can consider doing to help us get through is to go on a visit trip. A visit trip is an opportunity for you to go to Guatemala and spend time with your child prior to the time when you pick her/him up and finalize the adoption. Naturally, everyone’s experience will vary, but one thing is for certain, you will have a memory for a lifetime and begin the bonding process with your child.
Keith and Tana Coleman recently went on a visit trip to see their daughter Reagan Marie. The following is a recap of their experience. You can also read more about their adoption at http://www.adoptionvoyages.com/Reagan
1. Why did you and Keith decide to go on a visit trip? 
There were a couple reasons we wanted to take a visit trip. First, there is no other way and no other country where you can see your baby at such a young age. Little did we know, due to unforeseen circumstances, that our baby would be born while we were in Guatemala, and we would get to see her at three-days-old. It was also a good opportunity to see some of the country of our daughter's birth. Another perk is the type of visa she will come home on. Since we have visited her, she will be an automatic US citizen upon entering the US.
2. What did you do to prepare? 
I have an inborn trait to plan and prepare, so I visited every yahoo site and spoke with every person I knew who had adopted and went on a visit trip to Guatemala. Anyone who showed interest I had a list of questions a mile long. There are also several good websites that answer many questions about adopting from Guatemala that were helpful.

3. Who went with you? 
My husband, Keith, and I went on our visit trip.

4. When did you go and for how long? 
We went Aug. 3-10. Initially, our plan was to stay for four days, but when Reagan was born on Friday and we were scheduled to leave on Sunday we extended our trip through the following Thursday, so that we would have the opportunity to spend time with her and to sign the POA which took a few days to get together.

5. Where did you stay and why? 
We stayed at the Radisson. This was at a suggestion from Shannon Cox. They are very adoption friendly and even helped many times with translation issues we had while we were down there. Very highly recommended. That is where we will stay when we go to pick up Reagan.

6. How was the flight? 
The flight wasn't a big deal. For us it was a combined time in the air of about 5 1/2 hours with one plane change. We both enjoy traveling so we enjoyed this time. 

7. What did you feel as you landed in Guatemala? 
Initially when we got off the plane it seemed as if it was a “free-for-all” in the luggage area. This wasn't a very big area and there were many people standing around a fairly small carousel without much extra space or space to maneuver once you got your luggage. After retrieving our luggage we went out (by the way, once you’re out you can't get back in) and there were people EVERYWHERE! The Radisson has its own transport mini-van and once we figured out where to wait for it we were OK. There were many people trying to get us a taxi or to carry our luggage (for a fee), but “No, gracias,” many times took care of that. This part was pretty chaotic.

8. What was it like when they brought you your daughter? 
We had about a 10 minute prep time when we found out she was coming. We had went out for dinner a couple blocks away with a family we met while we were down there and we didn't even know for sure that she was coming that night, so we were quite surprised when we walked in and the front desk asked if we got our message. The message was the baby will be here at 7pm and it was 6:50 at that time. Another thing to remember is that Guatemala time is not the same at US. When they say 7pm 8:30 is still acceptable. So, needless to say, after waiting 1 1/2 hrs in the lobby I was a wreck by the time she arrived, but the moment we saw her we were head over heels in love. You don't even realize that anyone else is in the room.

9. What did you do while you were there? 
For the first half of our trip we did a lot of sight seeing and “touristy” things. We took a day trip to Antigua. We went to the local market and to the zoo. We did this without a baby which was kind of nice too because she would have been too young to enjoy it. At the market we did A LOT of shopping. It was nice to do this on the visit trip before we received the baby because she would have been too young to enjoy it and we were able to get many good photos of the country and other places in Guatemala that we will have for her in the future. The last few days we spent with our daughter in the hotel. We had a wonderful time with her. It is time we will always treasure and we have photos of her so young with us. It's simply a miracle the way everything worked out and we wouldn't trade it for anything.

10. What did this trip mean to you? 
I don't know that I can put into words the meaning of this trip. The week before the trip was such an emotional time and then when we found out that she had been born and we would get to see her before we left it was 180 degrees the other way. It was such joy to have our baby with us. We love to talk about the way she smelled and the noises she made and the different things we did with her for the short time we were able to spend with her.

A visit trip does require coordination between the referral specialist, facilitator in Guatemala, and the lawyer. If you are interested in going on a visit trip please contact Shannon Cox with plenty of time at WIAA 801-334-8683
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GUATEMALA TRIVIA
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Did You Know?
· Guatemala’s Independence Day is September 15th. 
· Guatemala’s national bird is the beautiful Quetzal. 

· The blue bands of the Guatemalan flag represent the Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean, the quetzal symbolizes freedom, and the weapons represent the defense of liberty. 
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WELCOME HOME:
LUZ ANGELICA GRACE MCDONALD
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It was a great summer for WIA. We have had many families come into our programs over the summer, and we welcome all of them into our WIA family. It’s always great to have new families come onboard because we know after that long wait for a referral one more child will come home to loving parents and a safe and secure future. 
Congratulation to the families who received their referral!! We are excited for you and look forward to reading about your journey as you post it. Please let us know the website you have chosen. 
We didn’t have our usual monthly Parent Education classes, but we did have a WIA family reunion picnic. The picnic was very successful. Thank you to the families who attended. Some are just starting to gather their dossier documents and getting their Home Study done. Some are waiting for their referral while others just brought their baby home. We also had many who have been home for years and a few who are going through the process for the second time. 
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I loved watching the parents talk about their experience and share with each other, the journey they were taking. The children got to meet new friends and have a lot of fun as well. 
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We had a fish pond that the kids loved and they fished, and fished and fished. They also enjoyed the bounce house and the bounce slide. 
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	They also painted t-shirts. Most of them put their hands in paint and put the prints onto the shirt….messy but very fun!! 
We did a service project that the kids and adults worked on. They sanded blocks of wood that will be sent to orphanages for the children to play with.
Our new office manage, Lisa has been involved with this project for years and her own children have made little wooden cars and sanded thousands of blocks for this project.
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Lisa has been a real asset to WIA. She comes to us with a lot of knowledge having worked with adoption for years. She is a Social Worker and the mother of six adopted children. 
	[image: image24.jpg]





Everyone brought delicious food, we had plenty to drink and the company was GREAT!!
Mark & Laura Moir, who are one of our families who brought their little girl home about 3 years ago, are spearheading the aluminum can project. Laura took a few minutes at the picnic to explain how she is doing this. She has contacted a few local businesses as well as their church congregation and they have really been excited to help. They call it “Cans for Orphans Campaign.” Aluminum cans as well as scrap are collected. When a large quantity is accumulated, you can call Mark and Laura Moir, 801-390-0951 or email them at laurafmoirut@comcast.net and they will pick it up. Or many just choose to make a donation to this campaign and you can contact Laura at the same phone or website to do that.
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The proceeds from the Cans for Orphans Campaign will go to Wasatch’s Humanitarian Effort which helps special needs children receive the help they need. We were excited that they had received 230 lbs of aluminum and presented Wasatch with a check at the picnic. 
If you want to help contact businesses in your area and as a family you too can collect for this project. What a learning experience for children to have, an ongoing service project where they can learn to do something for someone else. A big THANK YOU LAURA for getting this started and letting us be part of it.
In closing, let’s see some photos of our great contributing editor, Karla Padilla who is still in the “waiting” phase for her beautiful daughter Betzabe to come home.
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Betzabe
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Karla, husband Duane and son Carlos
