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February, 2006
Hello and Happy belated New Year 2006!

Current Adoption Situation
Our Haiti program has continued to grow stronger and stronger.  We are thrilled with this!  The children in Haiti are in such dire need of loving families that we just couldn’t be happier each time a family decides to sign on with this program.
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In December of 2005 our Haiti coordinators, Shannon Cox and Chareyl Moyes had a very rare opportunity.  The director of Social Services in Haiti (IBESR) made a special trip to Utah and Shannon and Chareyl had the opportunity to have lunch with him in Salt Lake City.  It was a very nice lunch and a few of our adoptive parents were also able to attend.  Mr. Cadet explained some of the adoption procedures in IBESR and clarified his position on parent eligibility and a couple of other things.  Since being placed as director of IBESR shortly after the political coup in 2004 in which Pres. Aristide was ousted, Mr. Cadet has really changed his way of thinking about adoptions.  He is now much more pro-adoption and is signing files regularly. 

However, his change in thinking and more pro-active approach to adoptions may be a bit too little too late.  What I mean by this is that elections were held last week in Haiti.  Mr. Rene Preval was elected president.  He served as president of Haiti from 1996-2001 and most Haitians seem pleased with the outcome.  With the new presidency, many positions will be replaced, including the director of IBESR.  It is our hope that Mr. Cadet’s replacement is very pro-adoption.  Before the coup of 2004, we could count on a file being signed in 4-8 weeks.  Since that time, the average wait in IBESR has been between 7-9 months.  We hope that the changes will decrease our adoptive families’ wait times and that they may be united with their children in a timely manner.  We will keep you updated as changes occur.
Children Home

[image: image2.jpg]


 [image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]



What a fantastic month December was for our Haiti families through Wasatch!  A big congratulations goes out to the Gautieri, Roeder, Lexmond/Gray, Demorest, Knaap, and Koplin families!  Each of these families were able to have their Haitian children home in time for Christmas!  It was a very stressful but exciting month for all of us!  Four of the families met their children at the Salt Lake City Airport.  They were escorted by the director of A Child’s Hope Foundation, along with 5 other children.  It was a heartwarming day for all involved.  Shannon had the opportunity to be there and see several of these families meeting their children for the first time.  Days like that make all of the stress and heartache of the paperwork and the wait very worth it!  Nola (formerly Santana), Regina (formerly Woodyna), Ketlove, Jaxson (formerly Peguy), Sofia (formerly Florence) and Sophee-Grace (formerly Gina) are all adapting wonderfully to their new families.

We also have SEVEN more children whose files have been signed in IBESR and are just waiting for their passports and visas to be issued before they are able to travel home.  We are so excited to see how this program has grown and our hearts are warmed by the interest and desire of adoptive families to seek out these children and bring them into their homes.

Andre Update
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I hope this does not seem presumptuous, but many of you have followed the personal story of the Cox family (Shannon Cox, Haiti adoption coordinator) adoption from Haiti, so I thought I would continue to keep you updated.  Andre has been home for 7 months now.  His progress has been amazing.  He has gone from a tiny 9 month old, delayed in almost every area, to a healthy, normal, beautiful 16 month old.  Andre is completely on target in all developmental areas for his age.  He is running all over the place, demanding that he is the owner of everything in the house, eating like a champ, sleeping 12 hours per night, and has a vocabulary of at least 12 words.  He likes to play with trucks and wrestle with his dad.  But he also loves to come up and give his mom slobbery kisses.  He loves to kick and throw the soccer ball and also likes to borrow his older sister’s baby dolls.  He snuggles them against his shoulder, patting them and saying, “baby, baby.”  He is such a joy to our family and has, naturally, helped to further ignite Shannon’s passion for the progression of Wasatch’s Haiti adoption program.
Available Children
Wasatch continues to work with 3 orphanages in Haiti to help find homes for their children. One of these orphanages, Three Angels Children’s Relief, allows us to post photos of their available children on our website. The other two orphanages we work with are Foyer de Sion and A Child’s Hope Foundation.  Between them, we have 100s of children available, however we have been asked not to post information about them on public forums and we respect their wishes.

Can't Adopt but Want to Help?
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Wasatch has partnered with another non-profit organization designed to help the impoverished children of Haiti. We would love for all orphaned and suffering children to be placed in loving homes. We also want to help wherever possible to help families stay in-tact and do what we can for those who will never be adopted. Haitian Roots is an organization designed to help impoverished children attend school. Despite the relatively low cost, these children are having a hard time getting food to eat, let alone paying to receive an education. Humanitarian Aid from Wasatch helped 4 children receive an education this year! We invite you to visit Haitian Roots' website to learn more: www.haitianroots.com 

 

 

Questions/Comments
I welcome any suggestions/comments. Please feel free to let me know what kinds of things you would like to see included in the next edition.

Sincerely,

Shannon Cox
Shannon@wiaa.org 

 

