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Hello and welcome to the Haiti Newsletter!  This is the first month of putting this newsletter together.  We love Haiti and are passionate about the program and feel it important to keep everybody updated!  Haiti is a wonderful adoption program.  If you would like additional information, please feel free to contact me, Shannon Cox, at Shannon@wiaa.org
Current Adoption Timeline/Update on Process

As most of you know, adoptions slowed down quite a bit between September 2004 – January 2005.  However, we are very happy to say that things are moving again! We are very confident in our program and in the continued success of Haitian adoptions.  Mr. Cadet, the director of Social Services, seems to have opened his heart a bit and is even coming to Idaho for the reunion of one of our orphanages next month!  We are thrilled to hear that he will have the opportunity to see many, many children at home with their families and hope this will do much good.  Rather than a stack of papers to sign, he will actually see what his job means to real people and real children.  Referrals are available immediately.  Once the dossier is in Haiti, the current timeline is anywhere from 6 months to 1 year until your child comes home.

Children Home

Although we work with families from all over the United States, it has been wonderful for me to personally see many children come home to their families.  In February I was able to be at the Salt Lake International Airport to see the Egan family coming down the elevator with their beautiful little twin boys!  Congratulations to the Egan family!  Also, last month I had the wonderful opportunity to escort the Fowlks girls home from Haiti and into the arms of their waiting parents in Salt Lake City!  
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Matthew Egan with checking out his new big brother.
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The wait is finally over for these big sisters holding baby Gabriel Egan.
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The Fowlks girls are happy to be home!
Available Children

Wasatch works with 3 orphanages in Haiti to help find homes for their children.  One of these orphanages, Three Angels Children’s Relief, allows us to post photos of their available children on our website.  To see these photos, please click on the link: http://www.wiaa.org/children_list.asp
We have 100s of other children available, however we have been asked not to post information about them on public forums and we respect their wishes.  Children available range in age from newborn to 13 years old.  There are also many sibling groups in need of loving families.

Featured Child
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This gorgeous little Haitian Angel is named Jerry.  Jerry is a special needs adoption because he has Sickle Cell Anemia.  Jerry is 18 months old and is a loving, sweet child.  He is in desperate need of a family who can help him get the love, care, and medical treatment he needs to deal with his illness.  Haiti is a very poor country.  There is not a lot of medical care, also the intense heat make Jerry feel even worse.  There are many drug treatments and therapies available to help children with Sickle Cell Anemia.  If you feel that you could open up your heart and home to baby Jerry, please contact Shannon@wiaa.org
To learn more about Sickle Cell Anemia, click on: http://www.emedicine.com/emerg/topic26.htm
Questions/Comments

This is my first attempt at the Haiti newsletter.  I welcome any suggestions/comments.  Please feel free to let me know what kinds of things you would like to see included in the next edition.

Sincerely,

Shannon Cox

Shannon@wiaa.org
