

Welcome to another addition to Wasatch International Adoption’s Haiti Newsletter.  We have a lot of exciting information that I have just been dying to put together to share with you.  The first, and most exciting, is that we have had many Haitian children receive their visas and come home to their anxiously waiting adoptive families since the last edition of this newsletter.  So, with no further ado…let us give a big CONGRATULATIONS and 

to the following beautiful children:

Christina, Isaac, Asnica, Woodvensly, Zoey, Watson, and Christopher.  We’re so happy!
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There are several other things that I want to tell you about and will try to do so without making this too long.  The first was our trip to Haiti.



In June, Shannon Cox (Haiti Specialist), Chareyl Moyes (Haiti Case Manager), and Amy Shaw (Post Placement Specialist) had the opportunity to travel to Haiti.  We had some very incredible experiences.  Through a personal friend, we were able to submit information to the Haitian government to have Wasatch International Adoptions become recognized as an Official Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) in Haiti.  This meant that we were given the royal treatment when we got off the plane and were immediately ushered into the diplomatic suite at the airport.  We were able to visit with several government officials as well as have a little fun playing around and taking photos at the podium where the President gives his press conferences.  It was a real honor and definitely unlike any of my past Haiti experiences.  
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We were able to do and see many things that I had been unable to do previously.  Besides visiting our 3 orphanages that we currently work with, we met an organization called PAHUS.  They currently run 32 orphanages but have only placed children to France so far.  They had been waiting for a reputable agency from the US to help them begin a program to place children in our country.  We were thrilled to meet them and visit several of the orphanages they have.  Most of them are small orphanages with perhaps 20-40 children.  We are currently working out details with them and hope to have a program in place with this wonderful organization in the next few months to help find many more homes for these Haitian orphans (like these beautiful girls at one of the PAHUS orphanages).
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PAHUS also introduced us to some other programs they are working with, including education programs and an extremely important and much needed program to help rescue, rehabilitate, and return child slaves (called Restaveks) to their homes.  We were very touched and honored as we met these children at the various organizations, were sung to, and given special receptions.  The children in the photo to the right of this paragraph are former slaves that are currently in the rehabilitation center.

While on our trip we were also very excited about the unique opportunity we had to meet with several government officials to speak with them about adoption and the current laws.  One night we had a special meeting planned and waiting for us at the hotel, besides our faithful friend and interpreter, Isson, were several extremely powerful Haitian men.  We met Leslie Fanfan, President of the House of Representatives; Fabienne Esdrez, Chairman of the Justice Committee and Advisor to the President; Pastor Ernest, a member of Esdrez’ cabinet; and Jean Cledor Myril, member of the house of representatives in charge of child welfare. 

Adoptions have been wrought with problems for the past 32 years because the "actual law" regarding adoption was written in 1974 by the dictator “Doc Duvalier” and states that a couple must both be 35 years of age, have been married for 10 years, and have no biological children.  I was asked by Leslie Fanfan, the president's right hand man, "And what is the problem with that?"  I was able to explain that definition of a family virtually does not exist in the United States.  Maybe one or two of the families I have worked with in the past 5 years in Guatemala and Haiti would fit that definition.  Mr. Esdrez explained to me that in Haiti, for a man to truly be able to care properly for a child (to provide shelter, food, education, etc), he must go to 17 years of school and then do some other kind of trade school, begin a profession, and be married and stable for quite some time.  So, to them, those requirements did not seem unreasonable.  I explained that in the United States, the general middle class family, who are mainly those interested in adopting internationally, have gone to high school, graduated at 18 and have immediately begun college.  I explained that here many of us marry very young.  It is completely normal to have a couple that is already graduated from college, involved in a career, and married by the time they are 22 or 23 years old.  He was very surprised by this.  I explained that we screen our applicants very thoroughly with home studies, psychological evaluations, banks letters, and that USCIS won't even approve a family to begin an adoption if the family cannot prove that they are financially stable enough to provide a good home for these children.  

Chareyl and Amy were also able to give a lot of great input.  One of the big concerns that Mr. Myril had was about how the Haitian children are being treated here in the US.  They wondered if the children are treated like slaves (understanding the huge restavek problem in their own country, you can see their concern).  They have also heard of children being used for body parts and things like that.  At this point, Amy stepped in.  She was able to explain our process of doing post-placement reports and she let them know that we are more than happy to comply with any reports they would deem appropriate.  Right now the law does not require regular reports in Haiti.  We explained that many countries are VERY strict about receiving reports of the children for several years after they come home—the countries want to see photos of the children and reports of how they are doing in all areas of their life.  Amy explained that we are completely happy and willing to provide them with this kind of information and that in fact as an agency, we do require these reports, even when the country does not ask for them. 

The men all agreed that the adoption law must be changed.  I explained that without a law change, they are basically forcing their IBESR directors to be dishonest.  Either they are like the current director who started out saying he was going to strictly enforce the law, then he saw stacks and stacks and stacks of adoption files not being approved because nobody fit the law, so he started requiring presidential approval.  This also took far too long, so he basically made up his own rule and said, "Well, I would like for families to be 30 years old, married 5 years, and have no more than 4 biological children."  Still, there were exceptions to this.  So, I explained that they are forcing their directors to either make up their own laws that are completely unpredictable as each director changes, or they are allowing opportunities for other problems to crop up in the system.  The men, again, all seemed to understand what we were saying and the need to change the law.  We were also very willing to listen to their concerns. 
Chareyl brought up the point that many families would like to adopt from Haiti but because of the strict laws and the uncertainty of approval, combined with the long wait, many families turn to other countries for adoption.  It was also nice that Chareyl and I could show them photos of our Haitian sons and to let them see that if the laws had been adhered to in our cases then these children would not be ours because we don’t qualify, however there were exceptions made.  Of course we were glad, but they were time consuming.  Amy had printed up several beautiful scrap-book like pages of families with their Haitian children at home.  None of these families fit the law, either. 
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The meeting ended on a very good note with the officials wanting to know when we could meet again to discuss this more.  PAHUS is currently helping us to write up some suggestions for new adoption bills to be passed in Haiti.


Because of political unrest and the added length of adoption processing time during the past 2 years (from the time Pres. Aristide was ousted in a coup until Pres. Preval was elected this past February), many agencies have closed their doors to Haitian adoptions.  We at Wasatch are very passionate about Haiti and her children.  Our program is thriving. We also have much hope that under the newly elected leader, things will become more stable.  I felt that this was so while in Haiti.  The atmosphere even on the streets is changed much for the better.  We have high hopes that the new IBESR director (scheduled to take his position in September) will have a positive effect on adoptions.  Haitian contacts have told us that they know this man to be somebody that cares about children and is familiar with adoption.  They are confident he will do a good job.  We are also excited about the impending adoption law changes to make the process more stable.  We are still telling families to expect a 9-12 month wait once their dossier gets to Haiti before they can bring their child home, but we have high hopes that this time frame will shorten.  The orphaned children in Haiti are beautiful.  They are also in dire circumstances and need good homes.  We are thrilled to be a part of bringing these children and their waiting families together.

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Wasatch is happy to let you know that they are partnering with a non-profit organization, Haitian Roots, whose aim is to help educate the children of Haiti.  We love adoption but we also are committed to helping those children left behind.  We believe that education is the key to enabling these children to climb out of their cycle of poverty and despair.  Chareyl, Amy, and Shannon were able to attend a meeting of the children that Haitian Roots currently sponsors.  We encourage you to visit their website to learn more: www.haitianroots.com

If you would like to learn more about adopting a child from Haiti, please contact us today!

Sincerely,

Shannon Cox

Haiti Specialist

Wasatch International Adoptions

801-334-8683

Shannon@wiaa.org
