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Director's Message
Welcome to WIA’s September newsletter update. We sincerely hope the information in this update is interesting, timely and helpful. The past two months have been busy and exciting for us. The following are the updates on what’s been happening:

COA/Hague Accreditation
On August 20th and 21st, WIA had our on-site visit from the COA reviewers assigned to us. It was a nail biting and nerve wracking two days with our reviewers, but all in all I think we got through this very intensive review process pretty well. We had wonderful reviewers who were very nice, very helpful, and very easy to work with. We truly appreciated their patience with us and actually enjoyed meeting with them. Becoming accredited is a huge step and we are really pleased at the outcome of the visit and the feedback we got from the review team. The list of approved agencies will be published in February of 2008, and we feel WIA will be one of the agencies on the list! 

Humanitarian Projects
I would again like to urge all of you reading this letter to participate in one of our great humanitarian projects. The last newsletter I talked quite a bit about our “Cow Project” in Vietnam. This month I would like to profile the scholarship program in Haiti. Did you know that for only $250 you can send a child, living in Haiti, to school for one year? These children are so energetic and they want to attend school so badly - $250 can educate a child for an entire year and help them get on the right track to becoming productive citizens in their country when they are adults. WIA partners with Haitian Roots, a 501c3 organization that works on behalf of the children of Haiti. I would like to share a short observation from Shannon Cox, the founder of Haitian Roots. Shannon just recently returned home from Haiti.

Thanks very much for including Haitian Roots in the humanitarian projects WIA is involved with. Our most recent trip was really overwhelming because word has gotten out about the scholarship program. We had a bus ready to pick up the kids in our program to take them to the beach. The night before we drove by where the bus was going to stop and there were hundreds of kids lined up and sleeping on the side of the road, waiting for the bus in hopes that if they got on that they would then get in the scholarship program and be able to go to school. I wish kids here in the US could have seen that - maybe they would feel a little appreciation for the education they receive.
Below are some great pictures of these kids who are going to school with the donations sent on their behalf. Look at their beautiful faces. These are the lucky ones – the children who someone sponsored for school. I would like to encourage everyone reading this newsletter to consider donating $250 for a child’s schooling. You could be the person in the life of a child that makes the difference between living in poverty and hopelessness or educated, successful and a contributor to society. All money donated is tax deductible and every penny sent goes to the project of your choice. Please consider donating something to any of the projects WIA has in place. For more information about a charitable donation, please email me at director@wiaa.org.

	
	[image: image1.jpg]



	[image: image2.jpg]




	[image: image3.jpg]



	[image: image4.jpg]



	[image: image5.jpg]





China Update
Many adoptive families ask us if we can tell them how long it will take to be issued a referral from CCAA once the dossier is submitted. We wish we could tell you exactly what will happen as time goes by, but unfortunately we don’t have any credible answers. The fact is, no one knows what will happen in the future. The time line for referrals is long at this point and the speculation is that it will lengthen in the future. The fact is, no one really knows what will happen and much of the information posted on list serves is just someone’s personal feeling, not fact. CCAA has not given anyone specific information about the lengthening timeline and the only thing any of us can do is watch for information about referrals on the CCAA website. We do continue to receive referrals each month and the children referred are darling and in good physical condition. 

One thing you might consider is our Waiting Child program with CCAA. We are given lists of children with special needs several times each year. Many of these children have minor physical problems that can be corrected with medical intervention. The process for adopting a waiting child is much faster than the regular process. If you are interested in learning more about this waiting child program, or completing an adoption through the regular process, please contact our office and ask for Kathy Junk. Kathy can also be reached through email at kathy@wiaa.org.

WELCOME HOME!! 
We would like to give a great big Welcome Home to the Smith Family, the Baxter Family, the Herzog Family and the Larsen Family. They recently brought their beautiful daughters home from China. Also, for the Cloninger Family who brought their handsome boy home this month. He will be facing some continued surgery on his Club Feet but that hasn’t stopped this little boy from being all boy!! We wish you all, the very best on your adjustments together!

We are happy to announce that we have 4 families currently in China being united with their children. Congratulations to the Goldenson Family, the Jennings Family, the Kersh Family, and the Nielson Family. We wish you happy and safe travels! 

Waiting Child Program
As some of you may or may not know, we have a waiting child program with China. What this means is that we are sent referrals from China of children with various special needs and then are given a certain amount of time to place these children. If we do not place them, their files are returned to CCAA and sometimes they are never given a chance again to be available for adoption.
We have received three different groups of children since we started this program and have placed them all. We should be receiving another list in approximately 4 weeks. If you are interested in our Special Needs Program you can contact Kathy Junk at kathy@wiaa.org. Grant funding is available for qualifying families.

Vietnam Update
WIA’s very first adoptive family is now traveling to Vietnam to finalize the adoption of their little girl. Kathy Kaiser is traveling with the family and will be with them as they complete their adoption process. Vietnam is a wonderful adoption option, but unfortunately at this point we have put the program on hold until all of the families, in the adoption process right now, obtain a referral. While Kathy is in Vietnam she will work towards expanding WIA’s presence in the country and will try to identify and get agreements with other orphanages in order that more families can be accepted in to this program. We will continue to post updated information about Vietnam as often as possible and Kathy will be posting information about her trip when she returns home the first week of October. And, we are currently taking names of families who are willing to be placed on a waiting list for this program. For more information about Vietnam, please contact our office and ask for Kathy Junk. She can also be reached through email at kathy@wiaa.org.

We are still very involved with our Cow Project in Vietnam and can’t let this opportunity pass by without letting all of you know about this exciting project. A donation of $200 can provide the funds to purchase a cow for a farming family living in the Phu Tho Province. Having a cow is such a blessing for a family. The milk will help feed and nourish all family members, and can be traded with neighbors for vegetables and fruit to supplement the nutritional needs of the family. Your donation of $200 for a cow would truly change the life of an entire family for the better. For more information about donating money for a cow, call our office and ask for Kathy Kaiser. You can also email Kathy at director@wiaa.org.

Kazakhstan Update
There is not much new to report for the Kazakhstan program. It is still slower than we would like to see things, but the Embassy is still not moving dossiers through very quickly.
We are looking at some alternatives for this program in hopes we can help families wanting to adopt from this country do so more quickly than the current time frames. The trip is still quite lengthy 4- 6 weeks, but the children are really wonderful. The families that have completed a Kaz adoption are very happy and their children have adapted beautifully. We will keep everyone posted of developments in this program.

Haiti News
I just returned from a wonderful trip to Haiti and I am excited to announce that Wasatch has another great orphanage that we will be working with. I have included a little write up below about the orphanage. We have also received good news from the US department of State this week concerning adoptions in Haiti and all of the problems concerning the issuing of visa's have been resolved and Visa's have begun to be issued again! Also things are moving in MOI as well. We know the wait has been very long for many of our Waiting Haiti families so we feel encouraged by the recent news and movement in Haiti. I also want to remind everyone that families do have to file their I-600 in person in Haiti sometime before the end of the process. So if you have not gone to visit your child, it would be a good idea to get in on any up-coming parent trips, this is a great time to visit your child/children and to also get your I-600 filed, remember that the trips are limited on space and all have dead lines in order to go, so make plans as early as possible.

While I was in Haiti this time I was able to drive around to all of the legal offices in Haiti that process the adoption. I drove to the legalization office, civil court, IBESR, MOI, the passport authentication office, and the passport office. The offices are all located in Port au Prince but they are not right next door to one another. It took nearly two hours to drive from one office to the next. Also while I was there, I needed to send an email home from the Hotel. It took me about 11/2 hours to send one simple email. I was not able to get a phone line out during the 5 days that I was gone. This really was a good experience for me, because it helped me to remember how tough communication and transportation is in Haiti. 

This trip also renewed my spirits about how important this work is and how there are so many children in Haiti that need homes and even though the process is long, and sometimes so emotionally tough, that it is worth it in the end. Thank you all for your patience and for sticking it out to bring your beautiful children home. I was very happy to be able to visit most of your children and give them a hug and kisses for you.

Espoir des petits Anges d’ Haiti 
Hope for Little Angels Of Haiti
Little Angels of Haiti opened 3 years ago and up until now only performed French adoptions. They are so excited to start American adoptions with Wasatch International Adoption agency. They are a licensed and registered crèche in Haiti 

The orphanage is being run by Nadia. [image: image6.jpg]
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Nadia currently has about 40 children in her care. 

They are all within normal ranges in weight and height for their ages. 
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They are provided 3 meals a day. 

There is a Dr. contracted to visit the Orphanage monthly. They also have a nurse on site.

There are approximately 14 caregivers with the children at all times.
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There is one bed for every child
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The children are very social. They enjoy singing, playing preschool games, and taking a dip in the outside inflatable pool.

As for most of Orphanages in Haiti they have several items that would enhance the care of the children.

List of Donations that would be appreciated
THINGS for the Orphanage:
· Razor (for head) 

· Scissors(for head) 

· Medical supplies 

· Laptop and digital camera for better facilitating adoptions 

· Towels 

· Washcloths 

· CD Player/ French CD’s 

· T.V/ French videos 

· Sheets for twin beds and cribs 

THINGS THAT HELP THE CHILDREN:

SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN- 
· Notebooks 

· Pens/pencils 

· French books 

· School supplies 

· Toys 

· Sandals/shoes 

· Lightweight clothing 

PRESCHOOL CHILDREN- 
· Preschool toys 

· Slides 

· Blocks 

· Balls 

· Jump ropes 

· Chalk 

· Coloring books 

· Crayons 

· Picture books 

· Lightweight clothing 

· Sandals/shoes 

INFANTS-
· Cloth diapers 

· Bottles 

· Formula 

· Baby toys 

· Teething rings 

· Mobiles 

· Light weight receiving blankets 

· Lightweight clothing 

MEDICINE-
· Motrin 

· Tylenol 

· Yeast cream 

· Giardia meds 

· Diaper rash cream 

· Thrush medicine 

· Antibiotic ointment 

· First aid equipment 

· Imodium 

If you are interested in donating any of the above items, you may contact Wasatch directly. You may also donate financially and we will purchase the items. Another trip to Haiti is in the planning process for the first part of 2008. These items can be taken with us at that time.

This would make a great Holiday Service Project for families or groups.

Guatemala News....
Things seem to moving along in Guatemala, Wasatch would like to welcome 
home several families who brought children home over the summer. Peter 
and Linda Cummings, Janeece Heeke and Amreen Madhani all brought 
beautiful daughters home. We extend a very warm welcome home to all 
three families!!!

Other good news out of Guatemala is that in the past month we have had 
5 families that have been PGN approved...We look forward to these 
families bringing their babies home in the next few weeks.

Up-date on the Guatemala Program...
As everyone is fully aware we are coming to the end of adoptions from 
Guatemala. The Guatemalan Government is still working hard to try to be 
Hague compliant, but we do not believe that this will happen before the 
US February 2008 dead line. Wasatch is no longer taking applications 
for this program, this is to insure that all families that are 
currently in the program will be able to bring their children safely 
home. Wasatch is staying on top of things and will keep everyone 
notified of any and all changes. There are many rumors that are 
floating around on the Internet. We would like to issue a caution, be 
careful about what you read, it is not always true.

As of right now the US government and the Guatemalan government have 
not given anyone a drop dead date that adoptions need to be completed, 
even after the US implements the Hague.

We will keep a watchful eye on this and encourage our attorney's / facilitator's in Guatemala to work expediently to complete all adoptions currently in process.

We love working with each of you and look forward to helping you bring 
your babies home!!!

Newsletter Information
We would like to remind all of our current Wasatch clients, to make sure their name is on our e-mail list. Please contact your Dossier Specialist and they will help you get signed up if you have not already taken care of this. This list enables you to network with other Wasatch families. 

We would also like to encourage anyone who would like to be on the mailing list for our Parent Training Classes, to please call our Office Manager, Beesh, or you can e-mail her at info@wiaa.org, and ask to be added. 

Parent Education Meetings for Utah Clients
We have two (2) more Parent Education Meetings this year. Mark your calendars for September 15th and November 3rd. The meetings are held at the Weber State University Davis Campus, begin at 10:00 a.m. and finish up by 12:30 p.m., and we have a great pot luck snack during the meeting. These classes are a lot of fun, and the people attending make great friends with the other adoptive parents and often stay in touch long after the adoption has been completed. Everyone is welcome, even it you are not currently working with WIA. We encourage you to take the time to attend these really great meetings. And, don’t forget to come to our annual picnic – it’s also lots of fun and a great place to meet other adoptive parents and their children. 

Schedule of Parent Education Classes
Wasatch International Adoptions
November 3rd
· Multi-Cultural and Trans-Racial Families

· Post Adoption Issues

· Coping with Delays and Difficulties While You Wait for your Child

October 13
· Multi cultural & Trans-Racial Families 

· Post Adoption Issues 

November 3
· Choosing the Country Best for You 

· Risks Associated with the International Adoption Process 

· Overview of the Adoption Process 

· Coping with Difficulties and Delays as you Wait for Your Child 

December 

· Merry Christmas – No Class Held This Month 

Pending Classes for 2008: 

· January 12 

· February 9 

· March 15 

· April 12 

· May 17 

· June 14 

· July 19 

· August 9 

· September 16 

· October 18 

· November 8 

Please keep the “Recycle Program” sentence. 

Projects
Cows for Families in Phu Tho – We are thrilled to tell you about our new and really fun humanitarian project in Vietnam. Our staff in Hanoi, Trang and Kien Le, are working with the officials in the Phu Tho Province to establish a system in which families living in that Province can submit an application to our contact in the Province and be put on a list for receiving the donation of a cow. The cost of a cow in Vietnam is $200, and whenever WIA receives a donation of $200 from a family we will purchase a cow and award this cow to the family at the top of the list. Our goal is to try to buy one hundred cows by the end of 2007. We are asking for families who are interested in helping us with this project to involve family members and friends and then work together to earn the $200 it takes to purchase one cow. When the money is sent to WIA, we will wire that money to Trang and Kien, and they will purchase the cow, take it to the family, and take pictures of the family with their new cow. These pictures will be posted on our website, and the originals given to the family or person donating the money. This is a great way to involve your entire family in something that will make a significant difference in the life of an entire family in Vietnam. Owning a cow is such a boost to any rural family in Vietnam and makes a huge difference in the quality of life for both the parents and their children. Some ideas on how to raise enough money for a cow:

· Meet together as a family and plan work projects that everyone can be involved with that will raise enough money to purchase a cow. Use a big jar with a label “Money for a Cow” and put the money earned in to the jar. 

· Talk with your extended family and involve Grandma, Grandpa, Aunts and Uncles, cousins and brothers and sisters. Make a plan that each family will donate a specific amount of money each month until there is enough to purchase a cow.

· Decide to give a gift of a cow to a poor family in Vietnam for Christmas. Enlist the help of your family members to begin saving a little bit of their money earned each month. Put this money in a Christmas fund so that by December there will be enough money to buy one cow.

· Enlist the help of your child’s school. Hold a read-a-thon and have children ask their friends and neighbors to pledge $1.00 for each book they read, or ten cents for every page they read. 

This is an exciting project and one that will positively impact the lives of families in Vietnam. $200 is a lot of money, but for the $200 you donate, it will make a tremendous difference for a very long time.
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This is a family receiving their cow and pictures of their home.
Thanks to the Moir’s and their continued work on Humanitarian efforts for WIA. The next fundraiser will start – October 7. They are offering “Cookie Dough” manufactured through Cutler’s Cookies. If any of you are familiar with Cutler’s, you know it is good quality. (I have personally tested them myself!!) They have a very yummy flavor and can be stored in the freezer as well. They come in a 3.5 lb. tub that will make 8 dozen large cookies. The cost will be $15.00. There are six flavor choices: 
Milk Chocolate Chip, Semi Sweet Chocolate Chip, Brownie Fudge, White Chocolate Pecan, Oatmeal Chocolate Chip and Classic Sugar
You can call the office with your orders (801-334-8683) or you may e-mail them to miriam@wiaa.orgor laurafmoirut@comcast.net. 
By the way, these would make excellent gifts for the Holidays!!
Another great fund raising project is our “Recycle Program”. You may drop off any collection of aluminum cans or aluminum products as well as copper scrap. Also, any inkjet and laser printer cartridges’ or drums at our office. These projects are proving to be very good fund raisers and we would love to have everyone’s help and support.

If you need to get out and have some fun, there is a “Fun Festival” at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Ogden. The festival will be held Sunday, October 7, 2007 from 11:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. There will be yummy food, drinks, games, music and more! There also will be a booth set up for Wasatch International Adoptions where you can purchase the cookie dough or make a humanitarian donation. 

Driving Directions: 

Coming from the South – Take I-15 to the 24th Street Exit in Ogden, (it if is closed, take 31st or 21st exit instead) You will head right (north) off the exit. North turns into East and after going over a bridge from the 24th street exit, you will continue to Washington Blvd., (3 lights). Continue east on 24th street to Adams Avenue. St Joseph’s is the beautiful church on the corner.

Coming from the North – Take I-15 to the 12th Street Exit in Ogden. Take a left, (east) on 12th Street and continue to Washington Blvd. Turn Right (south) and continue to 24th Street, turning left (east) to Adams Avenue. St. Joseph’s is the beautiful church on the corner.

If you have any questions regarding the Fund raising for the Humanitarian efforts, you may contact Laura Moir at the above e-mail or (801-784-4200, 390-0951, 390-0243) 

We appreciate the leaders of our Advisory Board, Mark and Laura Moir, who have worked so hard to raise money for these projects. We are also very grateful to the members of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Ogden, Utah, who have been significant donors to these projects. 

We hope you will consider reaching in to your hearts and your wallet and give just a little to help us with these projects. Every dollar donated towards these projects will go directly to the country and there is no overhead taken from your donation. Thank you for partnering with us to provide assistance to people around the world who struggle daily to have a productive life.

Legacy of an Adopted Child

Once there were two women who never knew each other
One you do not remember, the other you call Mother

Two different lives shaped to make you one
One became your guiding star, the other became your sun

The first one gave you life, and the second taught you to live it
The first gave you a need for love, the second was there to give it

One gave you a nationality, the other gave you a name
One gave you a talent, the other gave you aim

One gave you emotions, the other calmed your fears
One saw your first sweet smile, the other dried your tears

One made an adoption plan, that was all that she could do
The other prayed for a child, and was led straight to you

Now which of these two women, are you a product of?
Both, my darling, both
Just two different types of love.

-Author unknown-

