Wasatch International Adoptions

Newsletter - April, 2005

Dear Newsletter Subscribers:

First, may I think each of you for your interest in our news letter.  I hope I will be able to give you information that is interesting and helpful to all of you who are contemplating international adoption.   In our newsletter I will include information about each of the country programs we offer, a little information about our agency and hopefully some fun stories from our families who have brought their children home.  

Let’s begin with updated agency information:

· New Staff:  We have added a few new people to our staff just lately.  First of all, I want to let all of you know that we have a new person on the phones.  Our present office manager, Patricia, has decided to work just part time in the afternoons, so we now have another wonderful new lady who works at the front desk in the mornings.  Her name is Mary Ann, and she is very sweet.  She has a wonderful telephone voice, and I’m sure that any of you who call the office in the mornings will have a chance to talk with Mary Ann.  We welcome her as one of our newest in the Wasatch family.
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We have also added two new social workers.  WIA had so many new adoptive families from Utah that it was difficult to complete all the home studies these families needed.  So, our two new social workers are now on board.  These two people hit the ground running and are currently in the middle of completing studies for several adoptive families.  Let me introduce you to these two new people:

[image: image2.png]



Theodora Drescher , or Thea as she likes to be called, is actually a Mom in the middle of an adoption from China!  Thea is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and moved from Washington State to Utah about two years ago.  She currently works for Wasatch International Adoptions (of course) and she also teaches at the University of Phoenix and works as a part time counselor for the Granite School District in Salt Lake City.  Thea graduated with a Masters of Social Work from Boston College in Boston, Massachusetts.  She has had a ton of social work experience, she relates really well with adoptive families, and we are thrilled to have her on board as one of our wonderful social workers!
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Tom Baxter is also one of our new social workers.  Tom is also a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and has worked in the adoption field for many years.  Tom lives in Pleasant Grove, and will be able to assist families living in that part of Utah.  Tom has extensive knowledge regarding issues facing adopted children  and writes up a great home study.  He graduated from the University of Utah with a Masters of Social Work, and from Brigham Young University with a Masters in Counseling and Guidance.   We are thrilled to have Tom on board and welcome him to our WIA family.  

· Branch Offices – WIA is in the process of opening two new branch offices – one in San Marino, California and another potential office in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The paperwork has been filed for our California office, and hopefully we will be up and running in just a few months.  Our new Executive Director for the California office will be Sabrina Chang.  Sabrina has been assisting families adopt children from China for many years.  Sabrina was born in Taiwan, but immigrated to the U.S. when she was a child.  She can speak Mandarin fluently; she will be a wonderful asset to this agency.  Sabrina will be able to assist families in the California area as well as other areas around the U.S.  I will continue to post updates regarding our new California office and hope to be able to tell you we are up and running by the time our next newsletter is published.  The Minnesota office is in the first stages of being organized and licensed, and hopefully more updated information about this branch office will be available soon.

Now we can move on to our country updates:

· Bulgaria – We continue to get positive information from our attorney in Bulgaria.  She is very upbeat and feels referrals will begin to be issued in the near future.  The word out and about is that a few referrals have been issued for non-U.S. adoptive families and hopefully referrals for U.S. adoptive families won’t be too far behind.  The change of the process in Bulgaria has been disheartening to families as well as to agencies working in this country.  In the past WIA has placed literally hundreds of children from Bulgaria and we are really hopeful that things will begin to move soon.  We currently have 2 families left under the old process to finish up, and we do have a couple of people who are on the registry for referrals under the new process.  Right now all we can do is to wait and see what happens.  Everyone is hopeful that Bulgaria begins to move and that the worst part of the reorganization is past.  If you would like to talk to someone about adopting from Bulgaria please email Kathy Junk at kathy@wiaa.org. 

· China – My staff gets after me because I am continually raving about China and I don’t tend to rave as much about the countries they work with.  But I just can’t help it!  I think this is one of the best adoption programs we offer.  The process is great and very stable, the dossier one of the easiest to prepare, and the travel to China and the visit in the country is just wonderful.  We received referrals for April and our group will consist of 9 adoptive families who will be traveling together to pick up their babies.  Referrals this time were for babies only 7 months old.  How exciting for these families.  I want you all to remember that we can help U.S. families living abroad!  Two of our adoptive families who just got referrals for China babies live abroad – one family lives in Belgium and the second family lives in Malaysia.  So, if you live and work abroad or are a military family interested in pursuing an adoption, don’t hesitate to call us!  We can help you!  If you are interested in adopting from China, please give us a call or email me at info@wiaa.org.  I would love to have the opportunity to talk to you about this exciting adoption program. 

· Guatemala – This is another fabulous program.  If you go to this link - http://www.wiaa.org/children_list.asp - you will see pictures of children who are waiting for someone to choose them and go forward with an adoption.  These little kids really need you.  We work with 9 attorneys who receive babies all the time, so if you complete your dossier for the Guatemala adoption process we can usually get your referral immediately.  There could be a bit longer wait for a girl, but boys are always available.  These babies are normally newborn or just a few days old, and since the adoption process only takes about 5 to 6 months these children are very young when they come home to their adoptive families.  We hope you will consider adopting a child from Guatemala.   This program is an active and vital one and we bring children home every month.  If you would like to know more about adopting from Guatemala, please email Kathy Junk at kathy@wiaa.org. 

· Haiti – This is a country that has over one million orphaned children, and if these little children are not adopted they face nearly certain death at a young age.  We work with several orphanages in Haiti, and we also have pictures of waiting children on our website.  Again, that link is http://www.wiaa.org/children_list.asp.  I hope you will take a look at some of these children – their little faces are so sweet!  Babies are also available.  If you are interested in learning more about Haiti, please contact Shannon Cox at Shannon@wiaa.org.  Later on in this newsletter Shannon has written about her latest trip to Haiti.  By the way, Shannon is adopting a little baby boy from Haiti!  We will continue to follow her adoption experience as time goes on.

· Kazakhstan – This is a wonderful adoption program and almost the only Eastern Europe country that is still functioning well.  I know the stay in the country is a little long, but adoptions from Kazakhstan have a stable process and the children are great.  You can request a Caucasian child with fair skin and light hair, or, because Kazakhstan borders China you can request a child with a Chinese ethnic background.  They are all beautiful.  And, when you put in perspective the stay of approximately 4 to 5 weeks you must spend in the country verses a lifetime of parenting a child, this really turns into a small sacrifice.  Only one parent is required to stay those 4 to 5 weeks, and the other parent can return home after the court date.  So, if you feel you can work your schedule around that time off necessary to complete an adoption from Kazakhstan, this is a tremendous and great option for you as an adopting parent.  Please don’t forget to consider this Eastern European country when thinking about adoption.  

· Moldova – This poor country just can’t seem to “get it together” when it comes to processing adoptions.  However, if you are interested in adopting an older child from Moldova – 4 to 12 years old – then contact us.  We have good people in place in Moldova that could possibly help you complete a private adoption.  Wasatch Adoptions would assist you with your dossier preparation and our contacts in Moldova could privately complete your adoption for you.  We have placed so many children from Moldova – it breaks my heart that the Moldovan government can’t resolve the problems with their system.  However, because we don’t want to give up on this country, give us a call if you are interested in talking to us about Moldova.  You can call me, Kathy Kaiser, or email me at info@wiaa.org.
· Ukraine – We still are keeping adoptions from Ukraine on hold.  This is a wonderful country with many beautiful children who are available for adoption, but their process is another one that is difficult and “iffy”.  If things improve we will certainly let all of you know.  However, right now Ukraine is not a country of choice for adoptive parents.
The following article was written by Shannon Cox, our Haiti Adoption Coordinator.  I think you will truly enjoy reading about her last trip to Haiti.   I should warn you that this article may bring tears to your eyes, but may also let you know Haiti has children who need us!

Dear Friends,

I have been trying to get the energy of heart necessary to write about my latest trip to Haiti but haven’t been able to do it.   I am trying again!

I left Salt Lake on Friday, the 1st, spent the night in Dallas, and then left early the next morning for Miami where I met up with the US coordinator for the orphanage—Crystal Chevalier.  We then arrived Saturday afternoon around 2:30 in Port au Prince.
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Let’s see…how can I do this?  I guess I will give a quick summary and then describe a few things in more detail.  Saturday I was reunited with my son Andre and fell even more deeply in love with him than I was before.  Monday I was hoping to go to see the IBESR (social services) director, Mr. Cadet, but he did not come to work.  I spent the entire day at the orphanage with Andre, leaving him only when he slept to go help with all of the other babies.  Tuesday again I hoped and prayed to go to IBESR to try to get some information about my file and hopefully meet with Mr. Cadet but everybody was too busy to take me.  Wednesday the orphanage director’s wife, Majorie, told me she would come pick me up at noon to take me to see Mr. Cadet.  The streets were flooded with garbage that had washed into the road from a rain storm the night before and nobody could get any place.  Majorie arrived back at the orphanage at 8:00pm.  The next morning I kissed my baby over and over again, then put him in the arms of a nanny, got in the van, and headed back to the airport with 2 little girls that needed me to stop crying because they were scared enough as they were about to set off on their adventure to their new home in Salt Lake City.
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The best thing about the trip was spending time with Andre.  He is such a gorgeous child.  I just kept/keep feeling so amazed that the Lord blessed us with such a wonderful child.  He is so good natured and happy.  He smiles and talks constantly.  He eats well and seems quite healthy—only a chest cold which every baby in the orphanage seems to have.  He knows I’m his mom.  I have no doubt about that.  When I came home somebody asked me if I thought he knew who I was.  I said, “I think he knows I am his mom almost as much as I know he is my son.”  One time a nanny saw that I was trying to do several things at once.  She took Andre from me and tried to feed him for me.  He immediately quit eating and just looked around, kind of worried.  She finally gave up and said, “He’s not hungry.”  She set him and the bottle down.  A few minutes later she saw him gulping down his bottle as I held him.  She said to another nanny, “Hey!  Why’s he eating from her and wouldn’t from me?”  The other nanny said, “Because she’s his mother.”
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When we would walk close to the “baby room” (the bedroom which housed 42 babies, 2 per crib lining the walls and stacked on top of each other), Andre would stare at me with a look of panic in his eyes.  I would kiss him and assure him that I was not going to put him back in there—yet.
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Andre was most content in my arms and looking into my eyes.  My favorite time was night time.  As soon as it became dark I would blow up the air mattress and set it out on the corner of the balcony.  I would then rig my mosquito net over the mattress and lie a sheet down.  I would get all of the supplies I would need during the night—bottle, formula, water, diaper—then Andre and I would crawl into our little oasis.  The mosquito net made it feel like we were in our own little world.  He would lie on my chest or next to me and we would just talk or I would sing to him.  It was still extremely noisy—there are 200 children under the age of 5 in the orphanage, about 20 workers including nannies, cooks, drivers, women who just do laundry in a tub in the back all day, etc.  The house is never quiet.  There are children crying at all hours of the day and night.  Outside you would hear dogs barking, rooster crowing (beginning about 2am), people laughing, guns shooting, and music playing most of the night.  But somehow in that little mosquito net I felt I could kind of hide from everything for a little while and just be with my son.

From the balcony, you can look past all of the horrible deprivation and see the ocean.  Occasionally a breeze will blow past and cool your sweat-drenched skin for just a moment.

Andre is very small for his 6 months of age.  I took a measuring tape and later asked John to give me an idea of where he would fall on the growth charts.  His measurements wouldn’t appear on the chart for a 6 month old.  He is currently the average size of a 2.5 month old baby.  But he is very alert, bright, talkative, and got stronger every day that I was with him.  He did not know what to do with a toy at first and was mostly startled when I would give him a rattle or something, but he soon figured it out and started to enjoy the fact that he could move something and cause it to make a sound.  He also would not bare much weight on his legs at first, but was doing very well with that when I left.  He was even getting pretty good at sitting up.  When I first arrived he would talk but the only sound that would come out was, “aah, aah, aah”.  After we talked together for a week, he made all kinds of sounds, including, “da-da-da”.
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There were other neat things about my trip.  I met Juveni Joseph and we immediately became friends.  She is an amazingly gorgeous girl, 18 years old.  She could easily be a model here in the US.  She has 2 children ages 3 and 18 months.  Her parents died several years ago.  About 12 months ago her boyfriend was killed in the non-stop violence in Port au Prince.  When she realized that she could not afford to feed herself or her children, nor even have any place to live, she brought her daughters to the orphanage.  The oldest of her children is now with a family in France.  The second, Jenny, is being adopted by a couple in the US.  Juveni comes to the orphanage to work on weekends.  Guesno (orphanage director) has arranged to pay for her to go to school.  School is her only chance at having any kind of a future.  Juveni’s story is absolutely heart breaking.  But regrettably it is nothing extraordinary for Haiti.  My Andre Loumisson’s birth mother is also only 18 and comes from similar life circumstances, although I have not received many details.  Meeting Juveni was a wonderful experience for both of us.  I don’t understand exactly why we felt such a strong immediate bond (especially when we could hardly speak to each other), but we did.  I think that it was important for me to meet Juveni to be able to understand Andre’s mother and to have that feeling in my heart.  I feel kind of bad for thinking this, but I wished that Juveni was Andre’s birth mother and that I could have that kind of experience with her.  And I think it was probably the same for Juveni.  She knew that I was not adopting her child, but maybe she could imagine that I was and that she could feel those kinds of feelings for the woman who would mother her children.

There are so many more things that I could and should write.  
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I should write about the Mardy family.  Guesno is the orphanage director.  He and his wife, Majorie, live at the orphanage and have one room for themselves and their 4 children.  The Mardys are in their mid-thirties and I don’t know how they can survive. They live at the orphanage with over 200 children and no chance to relax.  I get so tired just thinking about their lives.  All they do is serve others all day everyday.
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I should write more about the devastation I saw every place I looked.  But I just can’t do it right now.  I don’t know how to do justice to the things I saw—people lining the roads, sitting in the garbage, trying to sell water from a plastic jug; a father and son chipping away at the charcoal from a fire the night before in hopes of selling it for some bread to eat, the homes made of sticks and tattered cloth or scrap metal if they could afford it or find it, the UN trucks with the machine guns that are in constant use to try and quell the violence of the torn nation, the muddy hillsides that used to be lush and green but have now been depleted, the little girl on my lap at the orphanage who was covered in scabies—which she passed to me—that wanted so badly just for somebody to be near her, the 10 men that would come running up to you in the airport and would fight with each other for the chance to help you with your bags in hopes of making a tip to feed their families…I cannot describe it all and give it the justice it deserves.

To any of you who may be interested in adopting from Haiti – please get in touch with me. I would be so delighted to help you with an adoption from this poor, devastated county.  And, for those of you who adopt these children, please know that you are literally saving a life!  If you are interested in knowing more about adoption please email me at Shannon@wiaa.org.

Thank you all so much for your love, support and prayers.  Kisses from Andre!

Love,

Shannon

I hope all of you enjoy getting our newsletters.   For me it’s a privilege and pleasure to be involved in this work.  I welcome comments from any of you who would like to contribute to our news letter.  And, I want to thank all of you for your interest in international adoption and the children in so many places in the world that need help.  Until next time, take care, everyone, and may God bless you all.

Sincerely

Kathy Kaiser

Wasatch International Adoptions
