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Happy Spring!! It’s hard to believe another season has passed since the last newsletter was sent out to our subscribers. Time goes by so fast – especially when you are as old as I am – and the seasons seem to fly by before I really get time to enjoy them. However, I do admit I will not be too sad to see winter turn in to spring this year. 

We want all of you who subscribe to this newsletter know that we at WIA are grateful for your interest about international adoption. Some very positive things are happening for us at WIA this spring. 

· Big News – we have moved! The address of our new office is 

Wasatch International Adoptions
1140 36th Street, #204
Ogden, Utah 84403

Although we are sad to leave our old office – we had been there for several years – we do love our new office and are finally all settled in. For those of you who live close enough to come visit, well, come on down! Also, for those of you who mail things to us please make a note of our new address. 

· Adoption Loans and Grants - WIA is happy to announce a partnership program with A Child’s Hope Foundation to offer a new Perpetual Adoption Loan Program. A Child’s Hope Foundation will fund this program and WIA will administer and oversee the loan process. Unsecured loans up to $5,000 are available to families adopting through WIA at a low interest rate. This may be very helpful to families who are tight on funds. Also, we have the opportunity to work with the Bowne Zacapa England Grant Foundation who will give adoption grants for WIA families who qualify. For information on either of these programs, please contact Kathy Junk – kathy@wiaa.org. 

· Annual Summer Picnic – This year we have scheduled the date of June 13th for our annual get-together picnic. As usual, it will be a pot-luck party with WIA furnishing the drinks, ice, and paper products. There will be invitations sent out some time in May, but you certainly don’t need a formal invite to come to the party. We hope to see as many of you as possible at this summer party.

· New adoption programs - We are thrilled to have just opened a new adoption program in the country of Ghana and hope to be able to help these children by finding families for them. This is a great program and not many agencies work there. Please visit our website and check out the information about this new adoption program. Also, we have just been re-approved by CCAA to place special needs children from China. We are very happy about this new approval as we have placed many children with special needs from China in the past and can now continue to find homes for these deserving children 

· Other programs - We see our Ethiopia program really taking off, and we have already brought children home from this country. It is a wonderful option for those considering adoption and one that we can recommend to anyone interested in adopting a child! We are also happy to report that our Kazakhstan program is one that is still moving forward without problems. Lastly we have now finished all pending adoptions from Guatemala and all these children are now safely home with their families. All in all, we feel terrific about our adoption programs and the children we placed over the past year. 

· Humanitarian Projects - We want to express our deep appreciation to all of you who have contributed in any way to our humanitarian projects in Haiti and Guatemala. The money sent to the orphanages in these countries has been significant and your donations made a huge and very positive difference in the lives of the children. We have been able to feed children who were hungry, clothe children who were almost naked, and many families traveled to Haiti and volunteered their time and energy on behalf of the children living in the orphanage. We cannot begin to adequately express our thanks and gratitude for the generosity and charity provided by all of you. You have truly changed the lives of these children and just saying thank you isn’t enough. I know there are many people who do not understand what life is like for many of the children around the world, but even the smallest donation can make a big difference in the lives of these little ones. 

· Donations Needed - This has been a year of challenge and uncertainty for international adoption agencies everywhere and so many agencies in so many states have closed their doors. There are many reasons for this – the general economy, the necessity to be Hague accredited, the closure of many countries that previously placed children with U.S. families, and the list goes on and on. Unfortunately the needs of children haven’t changed. Children everywhere still need to find an adoptive family and be able to live in a permanent, loving home. We at WIA want to stress that without agencies like Wasatch Adoptions, these children will languish in institutions with no chance for opportunities in life. The humanitarian projects we spearhead are wonderful and we appreciate your generosity and help with these projects. We also want you to know that a donation to our general operating funds will go such a long ways to help us keep our doors open so we can continue to place children with families for many years in the future. When thinking about charitable contributions, please consider a donation to us. Like all charitable organizations, we need your help to continue our mission, and all donations made are tax deductible. Please help us – by helping us you are helping children everywhere. 

Thank you, everyone, for your continued interest in our newsletter. We hope you enjoy the stories and updates each time the newsletter is sent, and want you to know we would love to share any comments or other input you would like to share with us and the subscribers to our newsletter. We also want to thank you for your help, concern, interest, and monitary donations to Wasatch International Adoptions. Working together, even the smallest of donations can make a big difference. God bless all of you for all you do on behalf of people everywhere.
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Country Updates
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Bulgaria – Even though this program re-opened just a while ago, things are still moving forward positively and Bulgaria is a good country choice for adoptive families. The ideal family to adopt from Bulgaria would be:

· Married for 4 to 5 years.

· No children or only 1 child.

· Under 40 years old. 

Married couples who meet these parameters would be given preference and would be more likely to receive a referral for a child that meets their request. Families who were not married as long, who were older than 40 years, and who already have more than one child in their family would still be successful, but might not be referred a child as young as they asked for. However, the children of Bulgaria are beautiful and they desperately need families. And, don’t forget this huge benefit - Bulgaria is one of the few countries who will accept single women who want to adopt. 

If you would like more information on adoptions from Bulgaria, contact Kathy Junk – email kathy@wiaa.org.
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China – Referrals from China still remain very slow in coming. However, we are so thrilled to announce that Max and Sally Brown just received a referral for a beautiful little girl and they are, of course, anxious to travel to China to bring her home. 

	[image: image3.jpg]



	[image: image4.jpg]N
m,u @;l ™






From the time a family receives an LID until a referral is issued is taking approximately 3 years – a very long wait, but one that is worth it. Remember this when you are tired and frustrated by the long wait – your child is tired of waiting also. Be strong for your child and, for her sake, commit to the wait. None of us are as tired or as needful as any of these children waiting for the moment when they can come home to their family. 

Waiting Child/Special Needs China program – we are so thrilled to announce that we have just been approved by CCAA to place waiting children with special needs. These adoptions are taking around 18 months – a shorter process than adopting through the traditional China program. We look forward to seeing this program blossom once again! 

If you are interested in either the traditional China adoption program or the waiting child adoption program, please contact Kathy Junk – email kathy@wiaa.org.
Many of you have asked for the most current information for renewing your I-600A when the I-171H expires. The most current information is this - if the original I-600A was filed prior to April 1, 2008, then your case is considered a non-Hague adoption. If you file for an extension prior to the expiration of the I-171H then it remains a non-Hague case. The first extension is free. If the adoption has not been completed prior to the free extension's expiration, then you can file once again for an extension. This new extension must, again, be filed before your I-171H expires and is not free – it will cost you. THEN if the adoption STILL has not been completed and your I-171H is going to expire before you receive a referral, you can apply for one last free extension. After this, if you have not received a referral your case would become a Hague case and you would have to obtain a new homestudy that meets Hague standards and file an I-800A. In short, you can have 3 renewals of an I-171H thereby giving 4 x 18 months of time in which to bring your child home. If you don’t complete your adoption in this timeframe, then your case becomes a Convention case.
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Ethiopia – I honestly cannot say enough good things about this program. It’s fast, the kids are beautiful, the experience in the foreign country is wonderful, and everyone who is adopting from this country is thrilled with the process. We have now brought children home, and our families whose dossiers have been submitted all have referrals. It’s just a wonderful, fantastic program. Wasatch partners with Illien Adoptions for this program and we also can’t say enough good things about the great job they do with the foreign part of the process. This is a program that everyone can be excited about. The following story was sent to us by one of our adoptive families:

Sarah Helen’s Journey to America
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This is Sarah Helen Blackburn with her beautiful smile and bubbly personality. She is the 3rd addition to our family and our first from Ethiopia. She is 3 ½ years old and weighs 32 pounds. Our journey through our Ethiopian adoption only took 9 months. As the pictures tell you, she is adjusting well to her new family after only 4 weeks at home. Her two older sisters both love to hug and kiss her and are very much a mother hen to her.
Each one of our adoptions has been special in their own way. Sarah Helen
S adoption took us to a country with wonderful people and beautiful scenery. They orphanage we visited had a wonderful staff who definitely care for the children the look after. In America we could not imagine children living in places such as those in Ethiopia but what can you do if that is all you have to work with. The children were all very happy in the orphanage and had beautiful smiles.
Sarah Helen loves to dance, sing, swing, slide, and ride her bike. She has fit right in to the dynamics of our family. She is fascinated with everything and it is wonderful to see her excitement with each new event. I believe that each child in our life was meant to be here even though they came from very different backgrounds of the world. Adoption agencies are more than just people – they are the angels that help connect us to our children.
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If you are interested in finding out more about adopting from Ethiopia, please contact Kathy Junk – email address kathy@wiaa.org.
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Ghana – This is another fabulous adoption program. Although it is new to us, we work with people who have placed many children from this country with families here in the U.S. We are ready to begin taking applicants for Ghana adoptions but any adoptive families who come on board for Ghana would be our trailblazers and the process might be a little bumpy. However, the children are absolutely beautiful and they truly long for a family and opportunities to succeed in life. The children available from Ghana are usually toddlers or older children as the officials in Ghana do not like agencies to offer infants or babies for adoption. Sometimes extended family members can be found who will take a baby who has become orphaned and Ghana officials would like to have time to do a search for extended relatives when a baby comes in to an orphanage. Below are some of pictures of children living in Ghana and the bedrooms in the orphanage where they live. The little girl is available and needs a home, but the status of the other children in these pictures is not established at this point. If anyone is interested in finding out more about adopting from Ghana, please contact Kathy Junk – email kathy@wiaa.org.
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Guatemala – This report is both happy and sad. Happy because we have now been successful in bringing home all of the children being adopted by Wasatch families. Sad because this country remains closed to international adoption. Even though we can no longer place children from this beautiful country, we are staying close to our attorneys and facilitators who have helped us with this program over the years. Many of these wonderful people still have private orphanages and are still trying to take care of their children even though they have absolutely no income to do this. Most rely on the charity and kindness of people who will help with money donations. We are working with two of our wonderful attorneys – Guillermo Bosque and Ronald Mayorga – who take care of many children. The Guatemalan courts place children in their orphanages with no funding to help these good men pay for the care of the children entrusted in their care. If you would like to continue to help the children of Guatemala, please contact Kathy Kaiser at director@wiaa.org. She can help your donation go right to Guatemala to help pay for food for these children. We pray that some day very soon Guatemala will again be able to place children with families here in the U.S. The decision to allow this rests with the government of Guatemala and the U.S. State Department. We truly hope that the barriers in place right now can be broken and rational discussion and common sense will prevail. I hope everyone will join us in our prayers to see this happen. Here is the story from our last family to return home with their child:

Our Guatemala Adoption Adventure by Celeste Hardin
My name is Celeste Hardin. Our adoption journey was a long one and spanned more than two years. I know many adoptions take allot longer to complete but these past two years seemed like an eternity to us. Good news is that, like other good stories, ours has a happy ending.
August 2006 - We have been married for 21 years and have no children. Dean, an active duty Air Force member, is reluctant about adopting but doesn’t say ‘no’. I am all for starting the process and getting things done as quickly as possible. By October 2006, we have our home study completed and sign our contract with Wasatch Adoption Agency. In the following months we receive and loose two referrals. Doubts start to creep in. In early February 2007, we are matched with the infant boy that will become our son. We travel to Guatemala City in April 2007 and meet our son for the first time. We are nervous and scared. We fall head over heels in love with our tiny boy and decide we are in this for the long haul. Dean’s doubts fade away. We are full of enthusiasm, joy and hope. During 2007, fees are paid and paperwork is processed. I make three more trips to Guatemala to visit Danny. My mother and sister join me on one trip. My friend joins me on another. Our adoption team works very hard to get Danny out of Guatemala before the end of 2007. Sadly, just before Christmas 2007 our paperwork is rejected by the office governing adoptions in Guatemala City and we are devastated.
Guatemalan adoptions are suspended in 2008. Luckily our file is ‘grandfathered’ in but we spend the whole of 2008 working with our attorney and Chareyl to get additional paperwork filed and approved. As the year progresses our enthusiasm, joy and hope are replaced with fear, anger and doubt. There are mysterious delays. More paperwork is rejected by the Guatemalan government office. New forms and letters are needed. More things to notarize and authenticate. Angry emails are followed up by emotional phone calls. How much longer could this possibly take? I make three more trips to Guatemala to visit with Danny and Christmas 2008 comes and goes. 
In January 2009 we get the call we are waiting for: our file is approved and we can come to Guatemala and get our boy. This is the grand ending to our story. 
We are home with our boy and are happier than we could have imagined was possible. Our son is happy and healthy. He is two years old. He is very smart and cute. He is also stubborn, opinionated, and is a handful when he gets angry. His past life was very different and it’s hard to teach him a new language, help him accept boundaries that weren’t there before and ease him into a new life without causing unnecessary trauma or fear. Life is very different. Some days are harder than others but we wouldn’t change a thing. Life is better than ever before.
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Haiti – This adoption program is one that truly saves the lives of the children placed with families who adopt them. The process is a little long but bringing these children home is so worth the wait. Read what the Bastian family has to say about their adoption from Haiti:
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We were matched with Mackson in November of 2007. He had been with his biological mother for six month until she took him to the orphanage. Due to several health issues, he spent three months in Chances for Children’s transition home being stabilized before he went to the Creche. After 15 months of the most exhausting emotional rollercoaster we never anticipated, on February 14, 2009 we carried him into our home with family and friends waiting - certainly a Valentine’s gift that will never be topped. Mackson is joining two brothers and two sisters who are consumed with him. They have made a schedule and sign-up sheet that occasionally involves a timer to decide who gets to hold him! He has adjusted very well. Other than caring little for new foods, he loves new experiences, warm baths, toys of any kind, milk, visitors, going for rides in the car and our pets. In just one short month he has an English vocabulary of at least a dozen words and adds new ones every day. The most unexpected and surreal experience has been the journey of “being adopted by Mackson”. When were matched with him, we all fell in love with him immediately and had 15 months to talk about him, pray for him, and anticipate our lives together. We were fortunate to visit him and the other children at the orphanage twice during our wait and it was very obvious that we were all “matched at the heart”. A bit one-sided perhaps; no one asked Mackson if we were necessarily the “ones” for him. But may I just briefly share the sacred (and I do not use that word lightly) experience of being adopted by the little one(s) we chose so long ago. It’s not just a smile of acknowledgement but a squeal of delight when he sees one of our family members across a room or the kids after school. It’s when someone gives him a gift and he shares it with one of us before he’s even played with it himself. It’s when he finds someone’s shoes in the hallway and looks in every room until he finds the correct owner and hands them to them with a smile, or when he insists on feeding whomever is feeding him with his own slobbery half-chewed food spoon and then he’ll take a bite himself. My second favorite thing is when I show him a new toy or game and before he even tries it out, he lays down on my chest-- maybe just saying thanks. The best being adopted moment is when I’m rubbing him with lotion after a bath and I say “I love you--I love you—I love you” and out of the blue, I hear “I lo lou” right back.... Clearly and simply, “being adopted” is the happiest experience of our lives. It is honestly true that the trauma of the process is quickly fleeting when you have them in your arms. We all have sooo much to look forward to and our family sends our best wishes of comfort and “hurrying in Haiti” to all of you still waiting. We also want to thank Chareyl and Wasatch for keeping us on track and getting him here so quickly.
Is Haiti sometimes a hard program – yes! Is it worth the frustration and the wait for your child – YES!! If you would like to learn more about adopting from Haiti, please contact Kathy Junk – email address kathy@wiaa.org. 
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THE SPOTLIGHT IS ON KAZAKHSTAN THIS MONTH 
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Kazakhstan – This country is being spotlighted in this newsletter because we think it’s a great program and we would love to see more families who are willing to consider adopting from Kazakhstan. The region we are working in seems to really have a handle on the adoption process and our cases are moving forward well. The children from Kazakhstan can be very Caucasian, very Asian, or a mixture of the two. The feedback we get from families who have adopted from this country are all good and the children are gorgeous!!! Right below are two wonderful stories about families who adopted from Kazakhstan. 
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Our Adoption Story by Kristen McCarthy
In December of 2005 we were trying to adopt a child from Ukraine. The agency we were using began experiencing problems with this program and so we made the decision to switch agencies, contacted Wasatch Adoptions, and began to pursue an adoption from Kazakhstan. BY the time we began working on this adoption I was very high strung, but Dianne Squires, our case manager and coordinator for the Wasatch Kaz program, did a great job of calming me down and talking me through the process. The one thing that is good about an agency like Wasatch is that they give great personal attention to their families. The adoption process can be daunting and scary and you are always afraid things are not going to work out. However, things went pretty smoothly and we turned in our dossier paperwork and began to wait for a notice from Kazakhstan officials that we could travel. That notice came in June of 2005 and we left for Kazakhstan on July 1st. We flew into Almaty and met up with our facilitator and translator, Natasha, who was described as being very scary and a little like a “Attila the Hun”. We landed a day earlier than other families using this facilitator from other agencies but it meant we could get some sleep, calm down, and recover from the trip. The next morning we met up with another single Mom who was a Wasatch client and some other families from other agencies. We then traveled to Semey. Once we reached the airport to leave for Semey Natasha stated that she was now “in business mode” and honestly did turn in to Attila the Hun. Seriously! From that point on she meant business but having met her the day before she wasn’t as scary to us as she was to the people who had just arrived. We flew in to Semey, got settled in the hotel and waited to meet our children. When adopting from Kazakhstan, you do not receive a referral ahead of time. We met our son on July 4th, Independence Day, and went to court on July 22nd. We were able to leave the country and return home on July 29th. Our experience adopting from Kazakhstan was scary, frightening, unnerving, emotional, but most of all wonderful. Dianne checked in on us a lot and we knew if there were problems we could call her. I would highly recommend Wasatch Adoptions and their staff to anyone looking to adopt. I was lucky enough to be able to meet their staff in person, but I know I would have been just fine working with them and living outside the state of Utah. I only went to their office a couple of times to drop off paperwork that could have easily been mailed to them. We have been home with our son for 3 ½ years now and wouldn’t trade this experience for anything. If anyone has questions about adopting from Kazakhstan, I encourage you to contact me. I understand how scary this can be at times and can also tell you about our experience while in Kazakhstan. All the children we saw were adorable and they all need to find loving families. Here are two pictures of our little boy – the first one is the picture we used on our adoption announcement and the second picture is of our son right now. 
Adopting Lyosh by Debbie Nelson
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He's a busy boy... a typical boy who loves to hang with Papa on weekends doing boy things. We enjoy hearing him tell Mike, "You're a good boy Papa!" He can ride his bike without training wheels; loves skiing; loves swimming; loves helping do dishes and the laundry-- including folding clothes; and he often tells us he's "busy" which lately means he's off to shovel snow. Lyosh loves to be outside, even on the coldest days... Lyosh is fun to be with because he truly seems to find enjoyment in the littlest things.
One question we often hear is "how's his English coming along?" He has always seemed to understand us. At times, we think it's necessary to speak to him in, what little, Russian we know. Lyosh sometimes (most times) would rather not speak Russian. For example, we'll see a cat and say "Lyosh, smatri kushka". He'll respond "Cat!" So we'll continue, "Is that a kushka?" And he'll reply back "it's a cat". The last time we had a similar conversation he ended up burying his head in his hands in frustration towards us.
He's a social lad and is kind of like Briar Rabbit. The other day at church he saw a couple of kids he didn't know. He initiated a conversation but the other kids didn't quite understand him so they didn't say anything in reply. Lyosh tried again and again no response.
He finally said, in a louder voice "you talk?" And then went on his way.
He's very gracious and when we come home from the store with groceries, we will receive big hugs and "thank you's" as he takes the grocery bags from our hands and helps bring them in. In the basement we have a pantry with food storage. Lately it's been one of Lyosh' favorite places to go and look at the cans of food etc.
We could go on and on about him... and in so doing, we must mention one last thing. He has been sleeping in the "bonk-head". That's Shanichel's top bunk-bed. Yes, he has his own room with a "machine-a bed" but sleeping in big sister's bedroom is much more secure. We love Lyosh and he's simply one of the family!
Conclusion
We hope you have enjoyed reading through our newsletter – we especially hope you enjoyed reading about the children who have come home to their families. Just one more reminder - we are always hoping for input from you as our readers and hope you will feel free to send us articles, updates, comments and any news you think would be interesting to our subscribers. Again, we are wishing all of you a happy spring season and the entire staff is sending lots of “spring thoughts” your way. 

Best Wishes
The Staff of Wasatch International Adoptions
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