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Director’s Message

Happy 2010!  I remember when I was a little girl my cousin and I would spend hours talking about how old we would be when the century changed from 1900 to 2000.  When calculating our age when 2000 came along we thought we would be absolutely ancient by that time!  Seeing the year 2010 actually written out in this message reminds me of how quickly the years go by.  And, now that it’s 2010 I have to confess that sometimes I do feel a bit ancient but am happy to still be a participant in life!!  I’m sending my best wishes to everyone for a wonderful and glorious 2010.  There are many things to do and much to accomplish this year and we are all hard at work to make sure good things happen for all of you going through the adoption process.  I hope this newsletter will be informative and will bring you up to date with what is happening in the world of international adoptions.  

Earthquake in Haiti – This is our biggest news story and we are so sad about the news coming out of this country.  This earthquake has brought devastating destruction to Haiti and the death toll may be as high as 200,000 people or more and the infrastructure in Port au Prince has been destroyed.  Experts predict the death of thousands of people who initially survived the earthquake because of infections from injuries and the spread of disease in the next few weeks.    

[image: image2.jpg]



What can I do to help:  Right now the best way to help is to donate money to help the people of Haiti.  WIA works with several orphanages in Haiti and all of the orphanages suffered damage.  One orphanage is completely destroyed.  We are scrambling to send money to our Haitian coordinators so they can purchase food and water for the children.  Long term efforts include repairing damaged buildings or in some cases building a brand new facility for the children.  Money is desperately needed in order to do this.  Please send donations to our office – no donation is too small and every penny donated goes directly to Haiti.  
All donations are tax deductible and all donors will receive receipts for tax purposes.
Our Efforts:  We are currently working with 27 families who are adopting 30 children from Haiti.  Most of the children have been accounted for and we are so grateful that even though the orphanages they were living in were damaged or destroyed all the children are alive and unhurt.   However, as of today, Thursday, January 21st, there are 3 of our children who are still unaccounted for.  We are asking for your prayers on behalf of these children and their adoptive families who are anxiously waiting to hear they have been located and are okay.  

Chareyl Moyes, our Haiti coordinator, left for Haiti on Thursday morning, January 21st.  She was lucky enough to find a seat on a humanitarian flight to Haiti and she is now working with the U.S. State Department to see if she can obtain a humanitarian parole or maybe even an actual U.S. visa for about 50 children in the process of being adopted by U.S. families.  The State Department has been difficult to work with but we are hopeful that Chareyl will be successful in her efforts to get these children out of Haiti and into the U.S.  Our Haitian representative, Guesno Mardy, who is the director of Foyer de Scion orphanage, made several attempts to bring children to the U.S. Embassy during the week, but was unsuccessful in getting assistance from the Embassy staff.  We soon realized that those orphanages that had U.S. coordinators on the ground in Haiti were the ones who were successful.  For that reason we felt it was imperative to get Chareyl over to Haiti as quickly as possible.  Chareyl is traveling with a group of people who will help her and the children while she is in Haiti.  It is a very fortunate thing that Chareyl has been to Haiti many times and during those trips to Haiti established good relationships with the people working at the U.S. Consulate.  Hopefully this will work in our favor and she will be successful in getting these children home.   To read the most current updates on the situation in Haiti, please go to the U.S. State Department website – there are daily updates posted about what is happening in Haiti.

Adoptions from Haiti - We have been inundated with inquiries from people around the world asking if they could adopt a child from Haiti.  Unfortunately adoptions are currently suspended in this country.  The infrastructure in Port Au Prince has been destroyed, government buildings are in piles of rubble, and there is no government organization in place right now that can oversee the adoption process.  At this point the people of Haiti must have time to look for their children and family members and the reunification of families may take a while.  When this search is finished we are certain there will be many thousands of children left without parents or family and the need for adoptive families will be great.  We are not currently accepting new families in to this adoption program, but are instead creating a data base of families who would like to go forward with the adoption process reopens in Haiti.  If you are interested in pursuing an adoption from Haiti, or know someone who may be interested in doing this, please contact our office and ask that your contact information be entered into our data base.  When Haiti resumes the international adoption process we will then immediately contact all families to let them know the adoption process is once again open and functioning. 
The earthquake in Haiti has been a terrible and devastating tragedy for the people living in that country.  We are so blessed

Our thoughts and prayers are certainly with the people of Haiti as we know yours are also.  Let us all join together in prayer on behalf of the people of Haiti.  We will be posting updates on our website as often as possible.
Country Updates
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  Bulgaria – This country is open and there are children available for adoption from Bulgaria.  There are both boys and girls available from Bulgaria and the ages of available children range from toddler age to about 7 years of age.  Children are both Bulgarian and Roma ethnicity and are quite beautiful.  We have placed many children from Bulgaria with adoptive families; we have wonderful people working for us in Sofia, and feel we have very close ties to this country.  If you would like more information about adopting from Bulgaria, please email Kathy Junk – her email address is Kathy@wiaa.org. 

   China – CCAA still remains very slow in issuing referrals and families are frustrated because of the long wait time.  We are not recommending this adoption program at this point in time but instead we are encouraging families to consider adopting a special needs child from China.  The timeline is much more reasonable and it is taking approximately 12 months to complete the adoption of a child with special needs.  We have a wonderful, fantastic, active China Special Needs program and are placing many, many children with families.  If you are currently in the process of adopting a child from China and are tired of waiting for a referral, you may want to consider switching over to our special needs program.  Often times the children have very minor, health issues which are very correctable.  And, the good news about this program is that there are both boys and girls available.  We have placed some of the most darling, sweet little boys from China and their adoptive families adore them.  You can read a wonderful story about a family who adopted a little boy with a club foot who is, by the way, doing just fine at this point and absolutely adored by his adoptive family.  Click here to read more - http://www.wiaa.org/adoptionstories14.asp.  
If you are interested in additional information about adopting a child from China through our special needs program please contact Kathy Junk.  You can email her at Kathy@wiaa.org.
NEW ADOPTION PROGRAM
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  Democratic Republic of the Congo – We are so pleased to announce this new adoption program.  Adoptions from this country are fast and once a referral is obtained the timeline from dossier submission to court approval of the adoption is only 30 to 45 days.  Once the court approval is issued there is a 30 day waiting period while the paperwork is processed and then the adoption decree is issued.  The stay in the country is only 5 to 8 days, and if adoptive parents are hesitant to travel we can arrange to have your child escorted home to the U.S.  And, the best news of all – single parents can adopt from the Congo!!!  There are both boys and girls available and we are hopeful that in February we will have the ability to obtain referrals for toddlers and very young children.  This is a new program for our agency, but our coordinator, Julia Holtgrewe, has successfully placed 5 Congolese children with U.S. families.  Julia will be traveling to the DRC in just a few days and while there will continue to smooth out this adoption process for our families. If you are interested in adopting from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, please understand that this is a new program and you would be some of the first cases we undertake for this adoption program.  However, we are confident this is a very viable option for families who are interested in adopting a child from Africa.  Since Julia will be out of the country for 2 or 3 weeks, you can email Kathy Kaiser for more information about this country.  Her email address is director@wiaa.org.  
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  Ethiopia – We are thrilled with this program.  We have had a lot of interest from families who want to adopt from Ethiopia and currently have many families in the process.  Just last week a family came to our office with their little boy they brought home from Ethiopia a few months ago and I have to say this child is absolutely darling!  This family dropped by to submit their application for a second adoption from Ethiopia.  (
There are babies available and referrals come quickly once the dossier is submitted to Ethiopia.  You can adopt two unrelated children at the same time if you receive prior approval from our staff, but we require that there is at least 9 to 10 months age difference in the two children adopted.  Siblings are also available from time to time.  The timeline from dossier submission to completion is averaging about 9 months.  One trip to Ethiopia is required in order to pick up your child but the stay in the country is only 5 to 7 days.  We are so happy to be able to offer this adoption option to families.  If you are interested in finding out more about Ethiopia, please email Kathy Junk at Kathy@wiaa.org. 

  Haiti – Donations to help the people are Haiti can be mailed to our office.  

This program is temporarily closed but will reopen as quickly as possible.  For information about adopting from Haiti please contact Kathy Junk at Kathy@wiaa.org.   

  Kazakhstan – Adoptions from Kazakhstan are still great and we continue to get a tremendous amount of interest in this country’s adoption program.   We know that adopting from Kazakhstan can be a challenging process, but the children are just darling.  We continue to remind everyone that adopting from Kazakhstan isn’t for the timid and faint of heart, but a great option for those of you who don’t mind adventure.   It is important to remember that the adoption process in Kazakhstan does require a lengthy stay in the country, requires both parents to travel initially although one parent can return home in about 2 weeks, and it is a little more expensive than some other programs.  That being said, Kazakhstan is still a great program for those families who feel that a Caucasian child is the best fit for their family and for single Mothers who want to adopt.  If you are interested in more information about adopting from Kazakhstan, please contact Kathy Junk, email address - Kathy@wiaa.org.

  Taiwan Special Needs – This adoption program is not for everyone, but will be a great “fit” for some families.  The Taiwan program is definitely a special needs program and most of the children have some kind of physical disability or problem.  Often times, however, just being an older child can throw these children into the special needs category.  We have pictures and medical reports for many children from this country, all of whom are immediately available for adoption.  If you are a family who feels you are willing and prepared to adopt a child with special needs or are interested in adopting an older child, this is a great program for you.  For more information about this adoption option, please contact Kathy Junk at Kathy@wiaa.org.  She can send you the URL to access pictures and medical information about the children available.  
In Conclusion
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Thank you so much for signing up for our newsletter.  International adoption is an exciting and rewarding field of endeavor and we love working with our adoptive families and feel it an honor to help families bring children into their homes.  I sincerely hope this newsletter is informative and helpful to all of you who read it.  We are excited this month to announce our new program in the Congo, and we want you to know that we continue to work hard to provide great service delivery to our adoptive families. We are truly dedicated to helping the children of the world and helping you create a happy family.  
At this time we want to gently remind everyone that Wasatch Adoptions is not only a child placing agency, but we are also a children’s charity.  Right now we are greatly concerned about the people of Haiti and want to encourage anyone who can to join with us in helping these people by being willing to donate to our Haiti humanitarian fund.  Your donations are always welcome and appreciated, but at this critical time a cash donation to our foundation – small or large – is more appreciated than ever.  The people of Haiti are desperate and are grateful for just a bottle of water.  The terrible reality is that food is secondary but food is needed.  It takes money in order to get supplies, food, medicine and supplies into Haiti.  After you finish reading this newsletter, look around you and count your blessings.  You have a safe place to live, shelter from the cold and heat, enough food to eat, drinking water available from the tap in the kitchen.  Right now in Haiti people are using rocks for a pillow, and are thirsty, hungry and hurt.  As you think of your blessings, don’t forget to share your blessings with those in need.  Don’t forget about the Haitian people or all the other children around the world who will never feel the touch of a loving hand or know what it feels like to go to sleep well fed and happy.  These people need our help and all of us can truly reach out in a very person way by donating money to help.  All donations are tax deductible and are considered a charitable donation by IRS.  
Thanks for your continued support and interest in Wasatch Adoptions.  We wish all of you a wonderful New Year in 2010!  Our goal is to create happy families and to work hard to help the children of the world.  Thank you for helping us to achieve this goal.  
Sincerely

The Staff of Wasatch International Adoptions

