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Director's Message
As WIA enters in to our eleventh year as an agency and children’s charity, I would like to take a moment to thank our adoptive families for their confidence and trust in us. We are grateful to all of you who made the decision to adopt an orphaned or abandoned child who had no chance or opportunities for a safe and fulfilling life. You have given these children the most precious gift anyone could give another person – the gift of love and a stable family. We applaud each and every one of you for your courage, your determination, and your desire to provide a safe family to these children living in desperate circumstances in many different countries around the world. 

Over the years we have watched countries open and then close their doors to international adoption. We have seen the wonderful effects of placing children in families when countries open their hearts and their laws to allow this to take place and we have witnessed the sad reality and tragedy when children are left behind in orphanages when countries abruptly shut down the adoption process. I believe there are more than enough loving families willing to give these children safe and loving homes. Millions of eyes have never seen anything but the inside of an orphanage. Many of these children have never felt the touch of a loving parent. In a better world every child would have a loving home and in a better world no child would be left behind. 

One goal of WIA is to continue to provide humanitarian aid to those children left behind. For those who will never be adopted because of the decision of their birth country to close the doors to international adoption, WIA still has active humanitarian programs in order to provide help to those children left behind. We also have many exciting humanitarian projects in place for those countries who do allow us to place children. For example, $200 can purchase a cow for a family in Vietnam. Being the owner of a cow is life changing for families. Your donation of $200 will purchase a cow for a family which will then be able to provide milk for their entire family. A $200 donation to our Haiti project will allow a child to attend school for an entire year. A donation to our China program will help Amanda Delang’s orphanage in China provide food and milk to their children living there. It has become increasingly difficult for adoptive parents to meet the costs of international adoption. Your donation of any amount can help underwrite the cost of adoption for a family who needs help with funding. And, a donation to WIA’s general fund will help ensure this agency will be able to continue helping children and families for many years to come.

I hope you will find it in your heart to send a donation today. Imagine if today on the national news there was a story about small, innocent children being stuck on a sinking boat in the middle of the ocean. In order to save these children, I’m positive donations would pour in from all over the world. Children living in orphanages are just as much in jeopardy as children would be on a sinking ship. Your donation will truly help children, families and this agency to continue to assist and bless the lives of families and children for years in the future. For more information on how to donate to WIA, contact us. All donations are tax deductible and will be acknowledged.

In a more perfect world, there would be no obstacles. Help us to overcome the obstacles these children face with a donation to WIA. How blessed you will be for your continued support of these children.

Hague Accreditation Update
WIA has worked diligently on becoming Hague accredited with the Council on Accreditation. In early June we submitted our self study to COA, and in August we are scheduled for an on-site visit by COA reviewers. The past year has been one of change and tightening of policies and procedures for all agencies. WIA applauds and supports the implantation of these new regulations and has worked hard to implement the changes required by the Department of State. We are confident that we will receive our COA/Hague accreditation when the list of accredited agencies is published in February of 2008.

Below are some questions you may have regarding Hague accreditation. These questions and answers were taken from an article in Adoptive Families Magazine.

· Question – What changes can adopting parents expect to see once the Hague Convention comes in to force in the U.S. 

· Answer – If they are adopting from another Hague country, parents will see many positive changes, including: 

· Nationally accredited adoption service providers. For the first time ever, parents will know that their primary adoption service provider has undergone a rigorous approval process. 

· A more transparent process. Among other changes, service providers will have to disclose in writing their policies, procedures and fees. Adopting parents will receive translated medical records. 

· Parent Training. Prospective adoptive parents will receive at least 10 hours of training in addition to their homestudy requirements before they adopt. 

· Hague Certificate. This will confirm that the adoption was granted in compliance with the Hague Convention. When the certificate is issued in conjunction with a full and final adoption overseas, that adoption will be legally recognized in the United States as final. 

· Question – Will adopting parents be able to access the complaints in the national registry?
Answer – Accrediting entities are the U.S. Department of State will investigate all allegations made to them, but the general public will have access only to complaints that have been substantiated.
Question –Guatemala ratified the Hague Convention Treaty without having properly implemented it. What is the country’s current status? 

· Answer – The U.S. Department of State is encouraging Guatemala to pass implementing legislation. Many credible entities have offered consultation and training to government officials in Guatemala, but to date there is no pending legislation that is Hague compliant. (Please see our Guatemala update in this letter for further information.) 

· Question – Will there be any changes in the China adoption process?
Answer – When Chine ratified the treaty, the Chinese Center for Adoption Affairs assured the U.S. that it would continue to process applications from U.S. families as it always had. Thus far, that is exactly what has been seen. When the U.S. ratifies the treaty, the DOS will once again work with Chinese officials to ensure there are no disruptions to our mutual procedures. 

· Question – Will any countries open their doors to international adoption to the U.S. once the treaty is ratified? 

· Answer – No one is aware of any countries that might liberalize their international adoption policies once the U.S. is a Convention country. However, a number of countries currently working with the U.S. look forward to the accreditation of adoption service providers. U.S. adoptive families must continue to be diligent about filing the post placement reports required by their children’s countries of origin. This encourages countries to trust us to adopt their children. 

· Question – What will happen to any cases that are in process when the Convention comes in to force in the U.S.? 

· Answer – It is anticipated that the U.S. will ratify the Convention in early 2008. If parents filed their I-600A or I-600 before it comes in to force, the Convention will not apply. 

Read more about the Hague Convention Treaty and track each country’s ratification progress on the State Department’s Hague overview page:
http://www.travel.state.gov/family/adoption/convention/convention_462.html.

Vietnam Update
There has been tremendous interest in this adoption program and so far this seems to be a wonderful adoption option for families. Because we are only working in one Province so far, we are restricting the number of families we accept in to this program. We have been contacted by many prospective adoptive families who are dossier ready but cannot find an agency that can provide a referral for them. Since we don’t want to get in this situation, we are restricting the number of applications for a while yet. Our plans are to make connections and sign agreements with orphanage directors in other Provinces in Vietnam, but we are finding this difficult. One reason for this difficulty is that the U.S. State Department and USCIS are very careful to make certain the child meets all the requirements for adoption. Other countries are much more relaxed and flexible and so orphanage directors prefer to work with non-U.S. agencies. Another factor is that there are many other countries who allow adoptions from Vietnam, and because of this it is difficult to make these agreements with orphanages and Provinces. However, we are continuing our efforts to broaden our base in Vietnam and hope to be able to open this program to everyone who is interested in the very near future.

We have currently submitted two dossiers for families, and expect to have more completed dossiers very soon. We expect our first family to travel in early September if all goes well. There are both baby girls and baby boys available for adoption, but since there are always more boys available than girls available, we ask that families be open to adopting either a boy or girl. However, the children are absolutely beautiful, and although it is impossible to say that any child is “healthy” the children seem to be in good physical condition when they come home with their adoptive parents. If you would like more information on adopting from Vietnam, please contact Kathy Junk. Her email address is kathy@wiaa.org, or you can call the agency at 801-334-8683.

China Update
Things are still moving very slowly in China but we have 4 happy families that have received their referrals in the past 2 weeks. We are so happy for them and look forward with great anticipation to their travel dates. They have agreed to share their referral pictures. 
And so we present to you, Baby Aurora Grace Smith
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She is just beautiful and how about that reddish/blonde hair!? I hear that she is looking more and more like her new family!! Congratulations. If you would like to follow their story, you can access it through www.gettingourgirls.blogspot.com

Next, we present to you, Baby Jade Herzog. 
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The Herzog’s state that “they are over the moon with excitement about their new little girl. The wait was incredibly frustrating, but we know that it will be worth it when we hold Jade in our arms.” We are over the moon with excitement too! If you would like to follow their story, you can access it through http://www.journeytome.com, username: JadeHerzog and password: China

Next, we present to you, Baby Meili Larsen. 
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Glen & Cammie say, “Even though the wait has been longer than expected, finally getting pictures of Meili has made it worth the wait. We can't wait to finally bring her home.” We are so happy for you all.

We are happy to share another “Welcome Home” story from the Hill family. 

We returned home from China on March 28 with our daughter Maylin Nini Hill. She was 12 1/2 months old and was from the Hubei Province. Our time in China was wonderful. We loved it and had such a great time. We loved being with the Passey family and enjoyed their beautiful baby Emily LinDa. The Chinese people as well as government and adoption officials were wonderful. We had some problems in China, but our agency as well as the Chinese worked together and the concerns were resolved quickly. Everyone involved were great and professional!

Our adjustment with Maylin has been wonderful. We love her so much. She loves all of us and copies everything we do! She understands so much we have to spell many words in front of her. She said 5 Chinese words when we first got home, but now only says thank you in Chinese. Her English is coming and she is a true girl, saying "shoes"! She is very active. Last week she started doing somersaults...by herself. Of course, there have been issues. The biggest two were/are sleeping and eating. It was hard at first to get her to switch to our time. She also would wake up and would cry a very scared cry like she didn't know where she was. That has stopped now due to normal adjustment as well as with the help of a night light in her room. Eating has been a longer battle. Just recently has she started to eat. As a suggestion to others, you just need to think outside the box. After trying "normal" foods, I tried raw cabbage, lettuce, Mexican food (she is from a spicy food province), dried apricots, fruit smoothies, cooked broccoli, and beans. These are all her favorites. Who would have thought? 

She recognizes all of her brothers and her sister and goes to each of them at night and kisses them goodnight. She calls me mama and mom and her daddy is Dada. We are so grateful for her. We wish all those waiting good luck and hang in there. It is worth the wait! 

To those traveling best wishes.
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As some of you may or may not know, we have a waiting child program with China. What this means is that we are sent referrals from China of children with various special needs and then are given a certain amount of time to place these children. If we do not place them, their files are returned to CCAA and sometimes they are never given a chance again to be available for adoption.
We have received two different groups of children since we started this program and have placed them all. We are working on our third group of children but are having a difficult time finding interested families for the following three beautiful children we have left to place:

21 month old boy with right-sided internal tibial torsion

4 year old girl who is deaf

7 year old girl who is blind in one eye

Any family interested in viewing the photos and information about these children, please contact Kathy Junk as soon as possible at kathy@wiaa.org Grant funding is available for qualifying families. 
On a newsworthy front, it was confirmed on Tuesday, July 11, 2007 that in all Chinese provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities, except for Henan Province, couples in which both parents are only children can themselves give birth to two children.

“Those couples can choose to have one or two children or no children at all,” Yu Xuejun, spokesman with China’s National Population and Family Planning Commission said in an interview with the central government website.

China’s national family planning policy – implemented in 1979 – allows rural families to raise two children but only one child in urban areas. China’s rural regions have comparatively less public resources than cities and many farmers rely on their children to provide for them in their old age, that is why farmers are allowed to raise more children.

But Henan Province, the most populated province with more than 97 million residents, has cleaved to the original policy implemented in 1979.

We thought this was an interesting tid-bit of news and we don’t think that this will having any impact on the adoption process or the fact that children are abandoned daily in the streets as orphans. In 2006, Americans adopted 6,493 children from China, the largest number of any country. 

We recommend to our families that are preparing to adopt or thinking of adopting from China, or any country, to be prepared with knowledge. Our next Parent Education Class will be held, September 15, 2007 and we encourage all parents to attend. This is a great way to network with other families as well as prepare yourselves and families for the changes that will come. 

Other recommendations for preparation can be found reading helpful books and magazines for families adopting from China. A few titles might be: The Empty Lap by Jill Smolowe; A Passage to the Heart: Writings from Families with Children from China by Klatzkin; Adoptive Families Magazine. For some of the best online information sources for China preadopters check out: The Web’s Wide World; Families with Children from China: http://www.fwcc.org. The web site of the national parent support group contains a vast array of information for China adoption: Raising Chinese Children: http://www.groups.yahoo.com/group/RaisingChinaChildren.

You can also join an online community: A-Parents China (a-p-c) for preadoptive families. Raising China Children, for families with pre-school and school age children. For those who might be thinking of adopting a special needs child you can access, Waiting Children China.

Haiti Update
We realize that we are still experiencing many delays in Haiti and we appreciate so much the patience of all of our families. Please know that we are doing everything within our power to help you bring your children home. We are so excited this month to share, with you, the Hosford family and their son, Gahens who has been home with his new family a few short weeks. 

I thought I would write a little update about Gahens and his transition. He has been home now for four weeks (tomorrow), and things have been going very well. It is important that I start with our plane ride home. Sean surprised us at the Ft. Lauderdale airport and when Gahens realized who it was, he immediately ran into his arms. When we finally arrived in Kansas City at 10:30 that evening, Gahens walked into the arms of his siblings and Grandparents, hugged them all, and greeted them all by their first names! It was such an awesome sight.

I have read so many articles saying that transition from our bed to his could take months. Within four days he was in his own bed and sleeping up to twelve hours a night sometimes. He has not skipped a step since he got off the plane. His English is coming along so well. He is even stringing together an occasional six to seven word sentence at times. He absolutely loved the Fourth of July. We spent it with many of our cousins and grandparents. Of course, he wanted to have fireworks the next day, too. One of the boys his age in the neighborhood invited him to his birthday party. His eyes were as big as saucers when he saw all the inflatables to play on. He was even more amazed that he got a gift bag to take home. He looked at me and said "Mommy, for Gahens?" 

He is on new meds for his asthma. They are a lot stronger, as we are trying to get it under control. He has also officially been diagnosed with Alopecia Universalis. It is hair loss of the total body. They do not know if it will ever grow back. Of course it does not matter to us, as we love him just the way he is! He also was completely up to date on all of his shots, so the only thing he needed was his shots for kindergarten. He is now ready to start school in the Fall.

Needless to say, things have been going great! We have had a few bumps (tantrums) but these days they are few and far between. He is somewhat of a celebrity here in the neighborhood and amongst our friends. People are always shocked to find out that he has only been here for a short time. They say he acts like he has been with our family forever (in our hearts he has been here a long time). People also always say how lucky he is, but I think we are all lucky to have one another. He has been a blessing and an incredible addition to our family. His smile can light a room in an instant...it no doubt has lit up our home and our hearts. 
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Congratulations!! We are so happy for Sean & Ali and their family. They all have a twinkle in their eye! 

Guatemala Update
We appreciate your continued patience and want you to know that we are doing everything within our power to help you bring your children home. The process continues to be slow but we are assured that all adoptions will be processed regardless of the outcome of Guatemala’s Hague status. If you would like to be involved with any service opportunities in Guatemala, you might check out http://www.sharingthedream.orgfor some suggestions. 

We encourage you to continue to prepare yourselves and your family for the upcoming arrivals. Knowledge is power! 

Another fun website to visit for products is Amazon.com. Go to the music sampler page where you will find a lot of fun music as well as great classical kid’s compilations. Music is so soothing and there are no language barriers.

Kazakhstan Update
The process in Kazakhstan is still very slow and officials checking dossier documents are very picky and very specific in what is submitted by adopting parents. We have parents that are still “stuck” in the Embassy as they scrutinize every document and ask for more and more. We are being extremely cautious with Kazakhstan right now. We appreciate the patience of parents while waiting on the officials there.

Bulgaria Update
Since there are no real updates on Bulgaria, we thought we would share some pictures of a darling little girl that has been with her “Forever Family” for 3 years now. Abigail is now 7 years old and has made great strides in her development and learning. She loves to be around people and loves to sing and dance. We love her smile! Thank you Abigail, you bring sunshine into our hearts.
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Annual Picnic
The annual picnic is fast approaching on July 28th. We will be meeting at Oak Forrest Park in Layton, the same park as last year, for some socializing between 12:30 and 1 p.m. Dinner will be promptly at 1 p.m. We would invite you to share a potluck item, and maybe a fun idea would be to prepare a dish that would be indicative of the country you have adopted from!! Sounds rather adventurous, don’t you think? But don’t let that stop you from coming, we accept all foods! Wasatch will provide the eating utensils, plates, cups, napkins and drinks. It is so fun to see all of the kids that are loved and are part of great families. There will be some fun projects for the kids and a lot of fun for everyone! Please R.S.V.P. to the office, 801-334-8683 and give Beesh a count or you can e-mail, info@wiaa.org and let her know your numbers so we can plan appropriately with drinks, utensils, etc. 

Driving directions from Highway 89: Turn west at the light on Sunset Dr; Turn left (south) on 2275 East; Turn right (west) on 2400 North and you enter the Parking lot. The Pavilion is on the left.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Newsletter Information
We would like to remind all of our current Wasatch clients, to make sure their name is on our e-mail list. Please contact your Dossier Specialist and they will help you get signed up if you have not already taken care of this. This list enables you to network with other Wasatch families. 

We would also like to encourage anyone who would like to be on the mailing list for our Parent Training Classes, to please call our Office Manager, Beesh, or you can e-mail her at info@wiaa.org, and ask to be added. 

Parent Education Meetings for Utah Clients
We have two (2) more Parent Education Meetings this year. Mark your calendars for September 15th and November 3rd. The meetings are held at the Weber State University Davis Campus, begin at 10:00 a.m. and finish up by 12:30 p.m., and we have a great pot luck snack during the meeting. These classes are a lot of fun, and the people attending make great friends with the other adoptive parents and often stay in touch long after the adoption has been completed. Everyone is welcome, even it you are not currently working with WIA. We encourage you to take the time to attend these really great meetings. And, don’t forget to come to our annual picnic – it’s also lots of fun and a great place to meet other adoptive parents and their children. 

Schedule of Parent Education Classes
Wasatch International Adoptions
July 28th – Annual Picnic
**Mark your calendars Now, picnic held at Oak Forrest Park in Layton (the same park as last year)
12:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (see Annual Picnic note)

September 15th
· Effects of Long Term Institutionalization on Children (Continued)

· Post Traumatic Stress

· Brain Development

· Hyper-Activity and Hypo-Activity

· Adopting the Older Child

· Special Needs Children

November 3rd
· Multi-Cultural and Trans-Racial Families

· Post Adoption Issues

· Coping with Delays and Difficulties While You Wait for your Child

Projects
Cows for Families in Phu Tho – We are thrilled to tell you about our new and really fun humanitarian project in Vietnam. Our staff in Hanoi, Trang and Kien Le, are working with the officials in the Phu Tho Province to establish a system in which families living in that Province can submit an application to our contact in the Province and be put on a list for receiving the donation of a cow. The cost of a cow in Vietnam is $200, and whenever WIA receives a donation of $200 from a family we will purchase a cow and award this cow to the family at the top of the list. Our goal is to try to buy one hundred cows by the end of 2007. We are asking for families who are interested in helping us with this project to involve family members and friends and then work together to earn the $200 it takes to purchase one cow. When the money is sent to WIA, we will wire that money to Trang and Kien, and they will purchase the cow, take it to the family, and take pictures of the family with their new cow. These pictures will be posted on our website, and the originals given to the family or person donating the money. This is a great way to involve your entire family in something that will make a significant difference in the life of an entire family in Vietnam. Owning a cow is such a boost to any rural family in Vietnam and makes a huge difference in the quality of life for both the parents and their children. Some ideas on how to raise enough money for a cow:

· Meet together as a family and plan work projects that everyone can be involved with that will raise enough money to purchase a cow. Use a big jar with a label “Money for a Cow” and put the money earned in to the jar. 

· Talk with your extended family and involve Grandma, Grandpa, Aunts and Uncles, cousins and brothers and sisters. Make a plan that each family will donate a specific amount of money each month until there is enough to purchase a cow.

· Decide to give a gift of a cow to a poor family in Vietnam for Christmas. Enlist the help of your family members to begin saving a little bit of their money earned each month. Put this money in a Christmas fund so that by December there will be enough money to buy one cow.

· Enlist the help of your child’s school. Hold a read-a-thon and have children ask their friends and neighbors to pledge $1.00 for each book they read, or ten cents for every page they read. 

This is an exciting project and one that will positively impact the lives of families in Vietnam. $200 is a lot of money, but for the $200 you donate, it will make a tremendous difference for a very long time.
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This is a family receiving their cow and pictures of their home.
Yard Sale
We are happy to let you know that the Yard Sale generated a profit of $300.00 which will go to the “Starfish Foster Home of China”. The director of this Foster Home is Amanda de Lang and we are proud to be affiliated with her and her organization. You may access their website: http://www.chinesestarfish.orgto find out more about them.

Our fund raising efforts are on-going thanks to the Advisory Board. We would like to thank everyone that participated in the “Pizza Sales” from Ligori’s pizza. We have a few orders left to deliver at the Picnic and we’ll keep everyone updated as to the success of this project. 

Another great fund raising project is our “Recycle Program”. You may drop off any collection of aluminum cans or aluminum products as well as copper scrap. Also, any inkjet and laser printer cartridges’ or drums at our office. These projects are proving to be very good fund raisers and we would love to have everyone’s help and support. 

This fall we will try another fun idea by selling “gourmet cookie dough”. Please let us know if you are interested in participating and buying this product. It is very, very yummy!!

We appreciate the leaders of our Advisory Board, Mark and Laura Moir, who have worked so hard to raise money for these projects. We are also very grateful to the members of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Ogden, Utah, who have been significant donors to these projects. 

We hope you will consider reaching in to your hearts and your wallet and give just a little to help us with these projects. Every dollar donated towards these projects will go directly to the country and there is no overhead taken from your donation. Thank you for partnering with us to provide assistance to people around the world who struggle daily to have a productive life.

