Wasatch International Adoptions China Newsletter

March, 2005

Dear Families:

As you can see, the monthly China newsletter is in a little different format than in the past, and families included in the mailing will be ones that are in the process of adopting as well as families who have already completed their adoptions and are home with their children.  I hope you enjoy this new way of doing things, and I would love to have your comments and suggestions on how this can be a better and more informative letter.  There will still be updates for the waiting families, and other new things that will be included each month.  So, here we go with the new and hopefully improved China newsletter.
Wasatch’s China Adoption Program

Wasatch Adoptions China program has grown by leaps and bounds over the past year.  We have many new adoptive families somewhere in the process right now with more families choosing to adopt from China each month.  I believe China has become the country of choice for adopting families.  There are many reasons for this, but I feel some of these reasons are:

· The stability and predictability of the adoption process

· The timeline from beginning to completion is now only about 12 months.  CCAA has done a terrific job of refining the process, and referrals are coming in steadily at 6 months after the dossier is submitted.  Even with Chinese New Year being an issue each year, CCAA staff works hard to catch up with their workload after being away from work for 2 weeks.

· The little babies and children placed seem to be in very good shape physically and emotionally when joining their adoptive families.
· The transition into the family seems to be smoother and the children seem to mesh into family life very quickly.

· The long term satisfaction with both the process and the children adopted is better than with children placed from any other country.

· The cost is less than many other adoption options.

I believe that your choice to pursue an adoption from China is a very good one and we at Wasatch pledge to you that we will make this adoption journey a joyful and pleasant one for you with the least amount of stress possible.

New Staff 

Also, because of the influx of families adopting from China, we have assigned an additional staff member to work with families in the process.  I would like introduce Dianne Squires, who will now be a case manager for adoptive parents in our China program.  Dianne has been with Wasatch for many years and she is very familiar with the international adoption process and the adoption process in China.  I know those of you who are now assigned to Dianne will truly enjoy working with her to complete your adoption.  For those of you who initially began your adoption working with me (Kathy), I want you to know that I will miss you, but I promise to continue track your adoption all the way through to completion.  And, please don’t forget to include me when you get home and send those pictures of your new baby! 
Progress Update 

CCAA was on vacation for Chinese New Year for two weeks in February and when the staff returned to work they were truly inundated with new dossiers to log in and referrals to issue.  Each year things seem to get a little bit snagged up in February, but usually by the end of March CCAA is caught up and back on track.  We are expecting referrals this month, but they will probably be later than hoped for.  Because this adoption program is growing for China too, it may take CCAA a little longer to get caught up this spring, but for those of you who expect March referrals, please hang in there and be patient.  They will come!  

We want to congratulate our families who just arrived home with their children.  Because Wasatch works with families all over the United States and abroad, many times we don’t get to see these babies in person when families come home from China.  But this time we had a Utah family return home with their baby.  Bryan and Andrea dropped by the office just a couple of days after they arrived home from China.  They brought little Breanna Lei with them and what a beauty she is!  Nearly the entire time they were visiting with us in the office, Breanna Lei slept holding on tightly to her little blanket.  She was so cute, and Bryan and Andrea seemed so happy that it was just a joy to see them!  They tell me they had a great time while in China, and Breanna Lei bonded very quickly with her new parents.  Both Bryan and Andrea told me how smart she is and I have to agree.  I also got an email from the Marandi family who tells me things are going well.  We at Wasatch want to congratulate Bryan and Andrea Harper and Alex and Amir Marandi on the new addition to their family.  We’re really happy that everything went well and they are home safe and sound!  Welcome home, guys!
Manual and Dossier Changes

For those of you who are preparing your dossier, I do have an update regarding documents.  We were able to go through our manual a while ago and make some very needed updates, but for those of you who have the older version of the manual, there are some changes that you should be aware of.  

· When obtaining letters from your local police department, the old version of the manual states both parents names can be included in one letter.  This is no longer so, and China requires that each parent obtain a letter.  A couple of families have recently had to re-do these police letters and I apologize for not catching this mistake sooner.  Please make a note of this change – each parent needs their own police clearance letter.  
· In the past documents of the same type could be “batched” together to be authenticated as long as they had the same person notarize their documents.  This is no longer so.  An example of this would be that the police letters from each parent could be “batched” together as a set and authenticated together.  Now, each document has to stand alone and be authenticated as a stand alone document.  Batching like documents together as “sets” is no longer acceptable.

· On the example of the I-600A, please be aware that our address has changed.  Instead of 3755 Washington Blvd, we moved next door and our address is now 3725 Washington Blvd, Suite 9.  If you have an older version of the manual, please note this change in our address.
· When writing your application letter, please be specific about both the age of the child desired and the health of the child desired.  If you are open to minor correctable physical problems, then say so but be sure to emphasize MINOR and then list the conditions you would accept.  If you want a child as young as possible, then state the fact that you would like to be referred a child as young as possible who is under 12 months old

I would like to thank Karin Brown, one of our adoptive parents in the process, for her help in finding things in the manual that needed to be changed.  Karin kept apologizing for being such an obsessive/compulsive person when reading through our manual, but Karin, I really appreciate your help!  You pointed out some things that I had not noticed, and I believe the new manual is much better because of your input!  Thank you so much!

Wasatch International Adoption Expansion

Also, Wasatch International Adoptions wants to announce that we are in the process of opening a branch office in Los Angeles, California.  The paperwork has been filed with the California Human Services Department and we are now just waiting for the approval of the application and issuance of the license.  The new Executive Director of our California branch is Sabrina Chang.  Sabrina was born in Taiwan and immigrated to the United States as a young girl.  She has been involved with adoption from China for over 10 years and brings a great deal of experience and knowledge about China and the China adoption process to our agency. We are very excited to welcome her as part of our Wasatch family.  
The Tomorrow Plan

Many of you may know that last year officials from the Ministry of Civil Affairs in China published information on what is referred to as The Tomorrow Plan.  This is an organized effort and plan to provide handicapped children living in orphanages in China the opportunity to receive medical assistance to help rehabilitate and correct the physical problems they endure.  The Tomorrow Plan will be implemented and administered by officials of the China Center for Adoption Affairs (CCAA).  The statistics given state that 49% of children living in institutions in China have a physical handicap, and over 14,000 of these handicaps can be helped or corrected by surgery.  This number of children who have these kinds of problems is expected to grow to over 30,000 in the next 3 years.  The kinds of problems these children suffer are often times easily corrected by surgery if only it were available to them.  
The Tomorrow Plan is soliciting donations from people who have a kind heart and an interest in the children of China.  The people administering this plan are hopeful that hearts will be softened and donations will be given towards this plan.  All U.S. agencies accredited and licensed in China have been asked to participate in this program and encourage their adoptive families and all others who would like to participate to do so.  
Wasatch Adoptions would like you to know that we are actively soliciting donations to the Tomorrow Plan and hope that you will want to be part of this project to help these handicapped children recover and have an active and healthy life.  Your donations can be made to Wasatch International Adoptions and every penny of your donation will be forward to the China Center of Adoption Affairs.    If you have ever thought about helping a child, and your heart is turned at all towards the children of China, please consider donating to this worthy cause.  The donations you give will be sent to China in your name, and your names will be published on the CCAA website and you will receive a donation certificate from the officials in China.  

Over the years the very lucky orphaned Chinese children have received profound love from adoptive parents who travel around the world to adopt their little babies.  But, there are hundreds of thousands of children left behind who will never find a home, who will never have a Mom or Dad, who will never have a family.  In a perfect world this would not happen, but this is not a perfect world.  However, you can make a difference in the life of a child who desperately needs help by donating to this worthy cause.  All donations are tax deductible and even better than that, they will enable a child to stand alone, to walk again, to run, to look normal, to have eyes that can see butterfly’s and flowers, to be normal.  Please consider sending a donation to this cause.  Be the one to make a difference to a child who needs you.  Be one of many who donate to this cause.  Together we can change lives!
This concludes the newsletter for this month.  If any of you have comments or topics you would like included, please don’t hesitate to get in touch anytime.  I would be happy to include your thoughts, ideas, stories, and anything that you would like to contribute.  Thanks, all of you, for your commitment to the children of China.

Sincerely

Kathy Kaiser

China Coordinator

Wasatch International Adoptions

