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Director’s Message
There is so much going on in the world of international adoption – it’s an exciting time but there is also a lot of change taking place. The U.S. will be implementing The Hague Convention treaty early next year, there are worries about adoptions from Guatemala being closed, and Russia has not re-accredited any U.S. agencies to date. China has tightened restrictions for adoptive families and the referral process has slowed significantly. COA/Hague accreditation of U.S. agencies is very much on the minds of all adoption service providers currently going through this accreditation process. Many people think the “golden age” of international adoption is over and feel the future will hold many more challenges for those families who want to adopt from a foreign country than the past held. In many ways this is true, but there are still many things that give us optimism and hope for the future. We are very pleased with our new program in Vietnam and feel this will be a wonderful option for many families. WIA is currently working hard on the self study from COA and our on-site visit with COA reviewers is scheduled for August 20th and 21st. We are forging ahead with confidence and feel we will reach our goal of being Hague accredited in the first round of accreditations given. We are hopeful that Ukraine will soon have new officials in place so that adoptions can again begin to flow from their country. Our other country adoption programs are strong and vital and we do feel optimistic about the future.

As we go through a second accreditation process with COA, I feel this is another opportunity to tighten existing policy and procedure and re-evaluate the internal workings of this agency. Four years ago we received our first COA accreditation and although this was a strenuous project and a significant amount of work, much good came from all of our hard work. And, that work did pave the way for us to be prepared to undertake the work needed to become Hague accredited by COA. I want to give some kudos’s to one of the staff here at the agency. Without the hard work of Randy Mitchell, our technical support staffer, we would be lost. Randy has been the one to take my rough drafts and every time he has made them look fantastic. He is a whiz on the computer, corrects my grammar, and types faster than anyone I have ever met. When we receive Hague accreditation, much of the success will be because of Randy. And, while I have been busy with working on this project, Dianne Squires has really been the rock for our agency, picking up much of my work and watching over the day to day operations of the agency. And, of course, the entire staff has been wonderful and they go about their duties diligently, and continue to provide great service to everyone. I feel a great appreciation to everyone on the Wasatch team – they are all great.

Looking towards the future, I still feel great enthusiasm for our mission, which is to find families for children who need loving homes. Because of all of you who have such kind and loving hearts, we are still able to work on behalf of the children of the world who need you so desperately. Thank you for your continued efforts to provide homes for these little children – it is you as the adopting parents who deserve our gratitude most!

Vietnam Update
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We are excited about this program and have just submitted our first dossiers to our foreign staff person, Trang Le. We have had a tremendous interest in this adoption option, but because we have not finalized agreements yet with additional Provinces we are taking things a bit slow in order to be sure we can obtain referrals for each of our families who apply to WIA. We are hopeful that by the end of June we will have more agreements in place in other Provinces, and when these agreements are signed we will allow more families in to this program. We currently have opened a waiting list for families who would like to apply, and if you are interested in securing a spot on this waiting list, please give us a call. I think our first families will be traveling sometime this summer to finalize the adoption of their children, and it is really a good feeling to again be able to place children from this country. We love our staff in Vietnam, and Trang is anxious to meet her first families. Right now we feel very positive about Vietnam. If you are interested in finding out more about this program please contact Kathy Junk. Kathy’s email address is kathyj@wiaa.org. 

Haiti Update
We realize that we are still experiencing many delays in Haiti and we appreciate so much the patience of all of our families. Please know that we are doing everything within our power to help you bring your children home.
We are so grateful to the Allen family, who are waiting to bring their children home from Haiti, for providing a little note about their wait. You can read of their experience of meeting 3 year old Dieuli and 6 year old Chrisnaider (older brother) for the first time. As you will see in her narrative and pictures, that these children will be greatly loved and how the Allen family is anxious to have them in their home. 

On April 23, I flew to Port Au Prince to meet my husband’s and my two children for the first time. Anyone can imagine how excited I was. My husband, Mike, and I are adopting a three year old girl, Dieulissa (Dieuli), and a six year old boy, Chrisnaider, from the Foyer de Sion orphanage. I had decided to make the trip just a couple of days after we received our referral and just a week and a half before the trip. My husband was unable to get off work on such short notice so my sister-in-law, Jessica, went with me. We arrived at the hotel at around 11:30 am after a very interesting van ride through the streets of Port Au Prince. Seeing the poverty of Haiti’s capital made me so glad Mike and I had chosen Haiti to adopt from. After checking in, we had about four hours to kill before our children were brought to us.
Thinking back on my first meeting with our children brings so many tears. I was so overwhelmed with how beautiful they were. I just could not believe that I was these children’s mother. I had so many fears running through my mind. Would they attach to me? Would they even like me? Did they have any developmental delays? What are their personalities like? All those worries were quickly set aside with the excitement of the next few hours. Our little boy came out of his shell immediately (I’m not really sure he ever had a shell to come out of). If there was food anywhere, he was not afraid to ask for it. This became quite the ice breaker. We showed Chrisnaider pictures of his daddy, and he instantly learned to point at his pictures and identify him as “Papa.” Chrisnaider had one “habit” that Jessica and I found hilarious. Whenever he got into something he wasn’t supposed to have and we’d try to remove it from his hands, he’d shake his little hand at us and assure us that “it’s ok” (it won’t hurt you to give it to me). 
Dieuli took a bit longer to open up. However, by the second day she was smiling and talking in front of us. By the third day, she was as playful and talkative as any three year old. In fact, Dieuli only has two volumes: mute and loud. Her smiles melt your heart instantly. One of the highlights of our visit was seeing how Dieuli and Chrisnaider interact. Chrisnaider is such a good, caring older brother. He always made sure Dieuli had some of whatever food he had found and would put his arm around her and sing to her when she was crying. Their bond as brother and sister was very tight and extremely touching. I am convinced we have two of the sweetest, most precious children on earth.
We were able to spend five short days with Chrisnaider and Dieuli. It was heartbreaking to have to leave them and come back home to “ordinary” life in America. I would not have changed the experience for anything, however. It was so important to me to be able to hold them and realize just how much I can and do love them. My husband is now anxious to make his own trip to Haiti and meet them himself. Seeing the excitement in my husband’s face as I returned home and described their personalities to him was priceless.
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Guatemala Update
The U.S. Embassy is continuing to adjudicate each adoption case based on the merits of the information provided in that individual case. The Embassy, however, will adjudicate each case with even more scrutiny than has been the practice in the past. In addition, Guatemalan authorities have recently indicated that they plan to look more closely at each adoption case. We do expect that processing individual cases will continue to take longer due to the necessity of government scrutiny. We appreciate your continued patience and want you to know that we are doing everything within our power to help you bring your children home.
Six months ago, Daniel and Renee Thor brought their bundle of joy into their home. Joshua Gabriel Thor joined their family in October of 2006. They are graciously sharing their story with you. We hope you enjoy reading about their experience and seeing the darling (handsome) pictures of Joshua. Thank you Thor family. We wish you continued happiness as you adjust and grow together. 

This is our story of how we came to adopt: 
We first met our son on October 15th 2006 in Guatemala and our lives have been forever enriched. Our adoption journey has been awesome… We initially came to know of WIA by word of mouth… Prior to meeting with them, we probably believed adopting internationally was out of our reach. However, once we made that first step, we knew we had to go down this path… We quickly began working on all of the requirements in December and completed our home study in January… We couldn’t believe it when one night in April, we saw the very first picture of our son and immediately fell in love with him. Within 15 minutes of receiving the email, we requested the privilege of adopting this beautiful child. Both Dan and I were unable to sleep that night. We couldn’t wait to contact our family and at midnight we were all calling each other back and forth, overjoyed with the news and pictures of our baby. 
The waiting period was never easy, but Cheryl and Shannon kept us updated with new information and timeframes for each step which as it turned out, was always right on schedule…
We finally learned that our paperwork was out of PGN, however, it seemed to be taking a long time for the passport. We made the decision to fly down to Guatemala prior to receiving the pink slip. We were so anxious to meet our son that we decided that we were willing to take the chance of being in a foreign country, not knowing when we would all be able to travel back home. We also wished to meet his foster family and the father was only available on weekends. We arrived in Guatemala Friday night and on Sunday, our meeting was scheduled…. We were so nervous….but finally, the time came to meet… 
We received a call from the front desk to come downstairs… As we were walking towards the family, we saw our son and he saw us. It was unbelievable… He immediately held out his arms for this new father and was so fascinated in this new person that just came into his world. He came into his arms easily and was so calm being with us…
We then invited the family, facilitator and the interpreter up to our hotel room. After learning a few details about Joshua and his current care and what we would then expect to happen, the interpreter and the facilitator had to leave… The family remained and it was then that we learned that two of the family members could speak some English. We learned quite a bit more about the foster parents, her children and her sister who adored this little boy. We exchanged gifts of which the family was extremely generous and gracious in our interactions and provided us with a little history of Guatemala… It was so hard on the family to leave Joshua, but they felt comfortable in the love that we had for this little boy…This was a very emotional time for all of us… 
We soon received a call from the family requesting another visit with Joshua to help ease the heartbreak and loss they were feeling being away from him. We quickly made plans to see them again which turned out to be another incredible experience getting to know this family, their beliefs and customs. We also were invited to their home and they provided us a traditional Guatemalan lunch and we were able to meet the father and see were Josh lived and played the first 10 months of his life. We were so grateful for the additional time that we spent in Guatemala because it provided the opportunity to really know this family. We will forever stay in touch with them.
The interpreter that Shannon had work with us, was also incredible… He was courteous, funny, always put us at ease and assured that we were where we needed to be at all times and worked well with our facilitator. We were treated very well by everyone we met. 
Finally we were able to go to the Embassy and complete our documentation. Soon, we were on our way home. We had spent 10 days in Guatemala…Joshua, for a first time traveler, did extremely well.. We even had a fellow passenger take pictures of him and emailed these to us because Josh was so cute peeking over the seat to them with smiles and laughter… 
Every day having Joshua home with us, is incredible and we are truly blessed. He is the sweetest, calmest and curious child who takes in every moment and sight that comes his way… He is particularly sensitive to touch and sounds and is a joy every day to watch him. Complete strangers stop us all the time and tell us how adorable he is. He loves having his picture taken and knows just how handsome he is….
From the first day of meeting our son, it seems he was always meant to be with us and incredibly we found each other and became a family… 
We would like to especially thank Shannon and Cheryl for their support and guidance. We will forever be grateful to them… 
With Love and Respect, 
Dan, Renee and Joshua Thor
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China Update
“An invisible thread connects those who are destined to meet, regardless of time, place, or circumstance. The thread may stretch or tangle, but will never break.”
-An Ancient Chinese Belief
We had such a fantastic group that traveled to China in February. It was a pleasure to work with all of these families, and they all had such a great time together. We are including a few pictures of one of these darling girls, little Miss Emma Powell.
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You can also access a fun video they are also willing to share at http://webpages.charter.net/gfranklin/powells/. Thank you Powell family for sharing your wonderful pictures with us.

Next, we have Princess Stephanie Fischer. Thank you Fischer family, she is surely the “rule” of the house!
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We are so excited for the Passey family, who returned the end of March with their beautiful Emily Lin, and set up a blog that shares their wonderful experiences and pictures. You can access this at: http://www.hopeinchina.blogspot.comto see their story.

We send our congratulations to the Weinke/Noda family and their recent referral. They have graciously given us permission to share her referral picture. 
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Is she going to be a heart-breaker or what!! We are so happy for the Weinke/Noda family and look forward to the wonderful union with their new daughter.

These are pictures of our most recent single Mom who just brought her little girl home from China.
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Thank you everyone for sharing your stories and pictures! Keep them coming….

We are so excited about our China Special Needs Program. Since the program opened in January, we have already placed many children, families have come forward quickly. We are so happy and amazed at the loving and compassionate families that are opening their homes to these children. We have placed children with several different types of problems including cleft palate, heart conditions, club feet, Hepatitis B and some completely healthy children that are just older and so considered special needs by the Chinese Government. 

We are expecting our next group of special needs children in approximately three weeks. For any families interested in being notified when the new special needs children list becomes available, please contact Kathy Junk at kathy@wiaa.org.She has a specific form that must be completed in order to be on the waiting list and to be contacted when the new group of children is given to Wasatch.

Please remember that the guidelines for adopting a special needs child from China are the same as families adopting a healthy child from China, however families may be up to age 54 instead of age 49. 

The nice thing about adopting one of these beautiful children is that many of their issues are quite correctable and the process is much faster than when adopting a Chinese baby through the regular program. We do of course always caution families to read and prepare themselves as much as possible for any international adoption but especially when considering a child with special needs. A special needs child could bring additional emotional and financial ramifications. For suggested reading on adopting children with special needs, contact Kathy@wiaa.org.
Kazakhstan Update
The process in Kazakhstan is still very slow and officials checking dossier documents are very picky and very specific in what is submitted by adopting parents. We have parents that are still “stuck” in the Embassy as they scrutinize every document and ask for more and more. We are being extremely cautious with Kazakhstan right now. We appreciate the patience of parents while waiting on the officials there.

Bulgaria Update
Since there are no real updates on Bulgaria, we thought we would share some pictures of a darling little girl that has been with her “Forever Family” for 3 years now. Abigail is now 7 years old and has made great strides in her development and learning. She loves to be around people and loves to sing and dance. We love her smile! Thank you Abigail, you bring sunshine into our hearts.
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HOT IN THE NEWS!!
On April 22, 2006 we were very proud of the feature article in the Salt Lake Tribune about International adoption. The article was entitled, “Kids find homes but search for an Identity; Taking a risk, more families adopting”. Our director, Kathy Kaiser was one of the featured pictures with her grandson, who had been adopted, along with her comments detailing the beginnings of Wasatch International Adoption, her passion for the program and her caring nature for the children of the world. Although the newspaper states that Wasatch is a Salt Lake based agency, we know the true secret! We feel that it can be a great benefit for families to share their feelings about their adoption experiences and that this can create a great support network out there for each other. Adoption can be a challenging experience, but as you read the article, you can definitely feel the love of these families for their adopted children. We love to hear of your experiences, so jump on the band wagon and share some of your experiences, thoughts and pictures. You can e-mail these to miriam@wiaa.org. You can access this article in its entirety here.
ANNUAL PICNIC
We are basking in the warm weather that is here at this time of year and looking forward to our Annual Picnic coming on July 28th. We will be meeting at Oak Forrest Park in Layton, the same park as last year, for some socializing between 12:30 and 1 p.m. Dinner will be promptly at 1 p.m. We would invite you to share a potluck item, and maybe a fun idea would be to prepare a dish that would be indicative of the country you have adopted from!! Sounds rather adventurous, don’t you think? But don’t let that stop you from coming, we accept all foods! Wasatch will provide the eating utensils, plates, cups, napkins and drinks. It is so fun to see all of the kids that are loved and are part of great families. There will be some fun projects for the kids and a lot of fun for everyone! Mark your calendars for July 28 to come and share some fun with us. 

Newsletter Information
We would like to remind all of our current Wasatch clients, to make sure their name is on our e-mail list. Please contact your Dossier Specialist and they will help you get signed up if you have not already taken care of this. This list enables you to network with other Wasatch families. 
We would also like to encourage anyone who would like to be on the mailing list for our Parent Training Classes, to please call our Office Manager, Beesh, or you can e-mail her at info@wiaa.org, and ask to be added. 

Parent Education Meetings for Utah Clients
We have two (2) more Parent Education Meetings this year. Mark your calendars for September 15th and November 3rd. The meetings are held at the Weber State University Davis Campus, begin at 10:00 a.m. and finish up by 12:30 p.m., and we have a great pot luck snack during the meeting. These classes are a lot of fun, and the people attending make great friends with the other adoptive parents and often stay in touch long after the adoption has been completed. Everyone is welcome, even it you are not currently working with WIA. We encourage you to take the time to attend these really great meetings. And, don’t forget to come to our annual picnic – it’s also lots of fun and a great place to meet other adoptive parents and their children. 

Schedule of Parent Education Classes
Wasatch International Adoptions
July 28th – Annual Picnic
**Mark your calendars Now, picnic held at Oak Forrest Park in Layton (the same park as last year)
12:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (see Annual Picnic note)

September 15th
· Effects of Long Term Institutionalization on Children (Continued) 

· Post Traumatic Stress 

· Brain Development 

· Hyper-Activity and Hypo-Activity 

· Adopting the Older Child 

· Special Needs Children 

November 3rd
· Multi-Cultural and Trans-Racial Families 

· Post Adoption Issues 

· Coping with Delays and Difficulties While You Wait for your Child 

Projects
Cows for Families in Phu Tho – We are thrilled to tell you about our new and really fun humanitarian project in Vietnam. Our staff in Hanoi, Trang and Kien Le, are working with the officials in the Phu Tho Province to establish a system in which families living in that Province can submit an application to our contact in the Province and be put on a list for receiving the donation of a cow. The cost of a cow in Vietnam is $200, and whenever WIA receives a donation of $200 from a family we will purchase a cow and award this cow to the family at the top of the list. Our goal is to try to buy one hundred cows by the end of 2007. We are asking for families who are interested in helping us with this project to involve family members and friends and then work together to earn the $200 it takes to purchase one cow. When the money is sent to WIA, we will wire that money to Trang and Kien, and they will purchase the cow, take it to the family, and take pictures of the family with their new cow. These pictures will be posted on our website, and the originals given to the family or person donating the money. This is a great way to involve your entire family in something that will make a significant difference in the life of an entire family in Vietnam. Owning a cow is such a boost to any rural family in Vietnam and makes a huge difference in the quality of life for both the parents and their children. Some ideas on how to raise enough money for a cow:

· Meet together as a family and plan work projects that everyone can be involved with that will raise enough money to purchase a cow. Use a big jar with a label “Money for a Cow” and put the money earned in to the jar. 

· Talk with your extended family and involve Grandma, Grandpa, Aunts and Uncles, cousins and brothers and sisters. Make a plan that each family will donate a specific amount of money each month until there is enough to purchase a cow. 

· Decide to give a gift of a cow to a poor family in Vietnam for Christmas. Enlist the help of your family members to begin saving a little bit of their money earned each month. Put this money in a Christmas fund so that by December there will be enough money to buy one cow. 

· Enlist the help of your child’s school. Hold a read-a-thon and have children ask their friends and neighbors to pledge $1.00 for each book they read, or ten cents for every page they read. 

This is an exciting project and one that will positively impact the lives of families in Vietnam. $200 is a lot of money, but for the $200 you donate, it will make a tremendous difference for a very long time.

Yard Sale – The members of our Advisory Board are organizing a yard sale to raise funds for humanitarian projects. The sale will be held on June 1-2 at Mark and Laura Moirs home. For those of you who would like to donate to the yard sale, all donations can be dropped off at our office in Ogden. Proceeds from the yard sale will go towards our cow project in Vietnam and other identified projects in Haiti.

To date the Board has raised money to help rebuild a generator for Casa Guatemala, an orphanage located in a remote part of the rain forest in Guatemala, enough money to send a significant donation to an orphanage in China, and enough money to purchase 5 cows for our Vietnam project. We appreciate the leaders of our Advisory Board, Mark and Laura Moir, who have worked so hard to raise money for these projects. We are also very grateful to the members of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Ogden, Utah, who have been significant donors to these projects. 

We hope you will consider reaching in to your hearts and your wallet and give just a little to help us with these projects. Every dollar donated towards these projects will go directly to the country and the project and there is no overhead taken from your donation. Thank you for partnering with us to provide assistance to people around the world who struggle daily to have a productive life.

Yard Sale Friday and Saturday, June 1st and 2nd from
8am-5pm. The location is 158 W 2200 N Sunset, We are one block south of the
Smith's that is at the corner of 1900 W and 2300 N in Sunset. 
For questions,
you can call Mark and Laura Moir at 784-4200. 100% of the money made WILL
go to Wasatch International Adoptions Humanitarian Efforts.
