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Director's Message
Wasatch Adoptions
October 2009
 

Autumn has arrived in our corner of the world here in Utah and the weather is wonderful with cool days and crisp evenings.  The leaves are turning from green to blazing colors of gold, red and orange.  School has begun once again for children, schedules are again followed, and Halloween and Thanksgiving celebrations are not too far away.  As usual, time has flown by and we at Wasatch Adoptions have had a very busy summer.   We said goodbye to Beesh, our wonderful front desk person, who moved to New York.  She tells us she is busy fixing up her apartment and lives close enough to Niagara Falls to visit often.  Marilyn Cypers now takes care of the work on the front desk and is assisted with Miriam Storey, both “old timers” at the agency.  And, we are lucky to have a new person volunteering her time, Michelle, a student intern from the University of Utah who is helping out for a while.  While speaking about the staff, I want to put in a word for them – they are truly some of the most dedicated and hard working people ever and all are dedicated to the mission of Wasatch Adoptions.   Kudos to all of you who have worked hard on behalf of the children around the world and kudos to you as the wonderful families who are adopting these children.  You are all appreciated and are contributing to the betterment of this world.  

We want to continue to thank all of you who have donated to and been involved with the agency’s humanitarian projects this year.   Two of our staff members went to Haiti this year, taking with them much needed supplies and money for the orphanages we work with in this country.  Money was also donated for the continued help for the children of Guatemala.  Many orphanages in Guatemala, who used to purchase the supplies and food needed to feed children residing there by the money earned by placing children, no longer receive funding at all since adoptions are shut down in that country.  The needs of the children to continue to be able to eat and be sheltered are still very much a reality.  With no money from any source, but no shortage of children in need, the situation in Guatemala has reached a critical stage.  We are grateful for the generosity of all of you who have donated funds to our Guatemala orphanage fund.  I know I have said this many times, but even the smallest donation helps.  When we all work together, your small donation combined with other small donations can end up being significant.  We thank all of you who have jointed with us this year to provide life saving assistance to all the children living around the world.  

As you read through this newsletter you will find updates on our adoption programs, news about upcoming events, and fun stuff to read about past events.  And, as always, we encourage you to email us your stories, interesting information, or any comments you would like us to include in our newsletter.  Families involved in international adoption – no matter what stage of the process they are in – love to read about other families who are doing the same thing they are.  You can email anything you would like us to include in our newsletter to me at director@wiaa.org.  I would love to hear from you!!

As always, thank you for continuing your subscription of our newsletter – hopefully the information in our updates will be informative and interesting!
Sincerely
Kathy Kaiser
Director
Wasatch Adoptions
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  Domestic Program – We are now ready to accept adoptive families in our domestic program.  We could easily be overwhelmed with prospective adoptive families and so have put a cap of allowing 10 UTAH families to be accepted into this domestic program.  If you live in Utah and would like to learn more about this adoption program we will be holding a free information meeting in October.

Date:  Saturday, October 17, 2009
Time:  1:00pm to 2:00 pm – light refreshments will be served 
Place:  1140 36th Street (our office building, Ogden, Utah
RSVP:  E-mail – Kathy Kaiser at director@wiaa.org
           Telephone – 

A domestic adoption program has two sides – the adoptive family waiting for a baby and the birth mother side of the process.  There is probably no end of families waiting for a baby, but finding birth mothers is quite a different problem.  We want everyone to know that we have a wonderful birth mother counseling program for birth mothers and provide the support these girls need to get through this time in their lives.  We can provide education and support and help birth Mom’s identify many long term and positive options for the future. We can also assist those who might not have medical coverage to access Medicaid, Baby Your Baby or other free services.  If you know of a girl who needs this kind of help, or if you have a family member that might benefit from these kinds of services, please send them to us.  There are times that someone you know might want to place a baby but want a closed adoption or not want to place with a family too close to them.  We hope you will remember Wasatch Adoptions if you have knowledge of someone who might need our services. These services include:

· Free support and pregnancy counseling. 

· Assistance with clothing, medical resources, housing and baby supplies. 

· Childbirth education classes. 

· Preparation of a birth plan and an assigned labor and delivery coach who will be with each birth mother during the birthing process. 

· Preparation of a Life Plan which will help these young women plan successfully for the future. 

· Adoption options if adoption is the right choice for the birth parents and the baby. 

We feel we have some of the best social workers and pregnancy counselors to be found anywhere and are confident our program is one that will be helpful and beneficial to all involved.  If you have questions about our pregnancy counseling program or would like additional information, please call our office at any time or email Kathy Kaiser at director@wiaa.org.

Country Updates By Diane Squires 


  Bulgaria – This program continues to grow with 5 new applications coming in this last quarter. We have not brought a child home yet under the new system, but the MOJ (Ministry of Justice) is meeting regularly and assigning referrals to families on a “first in- first out” basis. This program is popular for a few reasons: they still accept single women, the foreign fee is reasonable ($10,000) and only 1 parent has to travel to the foreign country.  If you would like to know more about adopting from Bulgaria, please contact Kathy Junk – email kathy@wiaa.org. 


   China – The regular China program is still fairly stagnant due to the wait time from dossier submission to referral. This month that wait is 42 months and growing longer each month. Our facilitator feels it will reach 4 – 5 years before we see it turn around and start shortening. Families just do not want to go into a program with such a dismal outlook. The families in process are updating their immigration approvals so they will be “grandfathered” under the old system, prior to Hague.  To learn more about adopting from China, please email Kathy Junk – email kathy@wiaa.org. 

China Waiting Child Program – Due to the problems with wait time in the regular China program, China SN is really growing like crazy.  Many families have switched from the traditional China program to the Waiting Child program and we have had many new applications from families who are open to adopting a special needs child from China. These cases move quickly and are completed in a matter of months (less than 1 year). The Special Needs of these children can be very minor to more severe, but the family can list the SN they feel they are equipped to handle and therefore have much more say in the referral they receive. This SN program is also the only way to receive the referral of a little boy from China.   If you have questions about this program, please email Kathy Junk –email kathy@wiaa.org. 

[image: image5.png]


  Ethiopia – We just had our first 3 families return home with their children from Ethiopia. This is a great program and moves pretty quickly, less than a year start to finish. WIA partners with Illien Adoptions for this adoption program and have a wonderful system in place for the referral and in-country experience. We have new clients coming into this program every month.  Now that we have families that come home with their children, we hope everyone will feel comfortable about this adoption option.  With all of the problems in the other African programs we have looked at, this is a great option if families want to adopt from Africa.


  Haiti – Haiti continues to draw new families as this country has such a need for help from the rest of the world. It is not a fast procedure, but the cost is quite reasonable, about $10,000. We have had new applications every month and families do trickle home, 2 families over the past 6 weeks. Our Haiti coordinator, Chareyl Moyes, travels to Haiti twice a year with our adoptive families and the next trip is Oct. 16th. The families take as many donations and needed supplies as possible on each trip and provide much Humanitarian Aid to the children and orphanages in Haiti. Each family takes at least 1 suitcase just for supplies for the orphanages.


    Kazakhstan – This program is a little difficult but if you talk to families who have adopted from Kazakhstan they will tell you that one look into their child’s eyes is enough to have them telling you it was worth all of the hassle.  This adoption program is a bit expensive when compared to other countries, and the length of stay in the country to complete the adoption is long - about 6 weeks. However, one of the adoptive parents can go home once the adoption is completed (about 2 weeks in-country) while the other adoptive parent finishes up the process (another 4 weeks in-country).  The people we work with in Kazakhstan are well organized and absolutely wonderful to our families.  People that choose to adopt from Kazakhstan are so happy with their children and also with their experience while in the country.  Kazakhstan is currently experiencing some slowing in the issuing of referrals as they have some new people in the MOE (Ministry of Education) and some new judges in some of the regions.  They feel this will not prolong the process too much and once these new people get up to speed with the procedures the timeline for referrals will probably be back to what they were just a while ago.  


  Taiwan Special Needs – This is a rather “quirky” adoption program but still a very viable alternative for families.  Before beginning an adoption from Taiwan adoptive families must have a completed home study so it can be submitted to Taiwan for approval.  We just had our first family adopting from Taiwan complete the adoption process and they are now home and very pleased with their little girl. We have several families adopting from Taiwan at this point and all seem very happy with the process.  The children available for referral in this program are all Special Needs children, but families are able to view detailed medical reports and see pictures of the children before making the decision to pursue adoption of any specific child.  This country program does offer a great alternative to families who want to adopt an Asian child but do not meet the China requirements. 

In Conclusion
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As always, international adoption is exciting and rewarding.  We are honored and humbled to be a part of this wonderful endeavor.  All of us at WIA know that the children of the world need our help. We cannot close our eyes to the needs and suffering of children around the world and remain dedicated to finding families for those little ones who need the stability and love of a family.  During the years I have been involved in the international adoption world, I have seen many changes.  These children suffer and have very critical needs, but there are also many obstacles that get in the way of us who want to help these children.  I am constantly grateful for the countries that are willing to keep their doors open to international adoption, and I am grateful to all of you adoptive parents who are willing to jump through the hoops of international adoption.  There are families who have begun the process to adopt a specific child and then lost that referral but who gathered their strength and went forward and accepted the referral of another little child.  There are those whose adoptions have drug on for two years or more but who still persevere.  Thank you so much for your bravery and dedication to this process and to your child.  

Eighteen years ago, during the AIDS years in Romanian orphanages, my daughter traveled to Romania to adopt a child.  She had no assistance from an agency but just acting on faith traveled half way around the world to try to save the life of a child.  When she left for Romania she had the name of a man that had helped other families adopt children from Romania.  She didn’t know this man except by word of mouth from other adoptive families, but truly placed her trust in him and his assurances that he would work hard to help find her a child.  She was successful and brought home a tiny baby boy who had been born in the small town of Peteschi, Romania.  She named him David Allen after his two grandfather’s.  David is the reason there is a Wasatch International Adoptions.  When my daughter told us of her experiences while in Romania and detailed the conditions of the orphanages and the needs of the children living in these orphanages, our entire family became dedicated to helping these forgotten and desperate children.  The outgrowth of our involvement was to establish this adoption agency so loving homes could be found for these children.  Today, eighteen years later, David is a wonderful young man – a High School graduate and now a freshman at our local university.  There are no words to describe how much we love him and what happiness and joy he has brought to our family.  I would like very much to dedicate this newsletter to David and all the children like him who were born in far-away places in the world in grim circumstances but who were blessed to have someone step forward and rescue them and bring them home.  

Thank you, David for your part in the creation of this agency, and for being the reminder every day that children are precious and need families to give them life, love and the chance to succeed!! 
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