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Welcome to Summer - finally! What a great time of year with warm weather and sunny skies in the forecast. We want all of you to know that the agency is rapidly moving towards our 12th year birthday, and what a wonderful twelve years this has been. We have placed hundreds upon hundreds of children with loving families and have contributed significantly to the orphanages and countries in which we work. One of our most successful projects lately was our cow project, one in which 20 cows were purchased for rural families in Vietnam. What a significant gift these cows were to the families receiving them. It has truly changed lives for the better for years to come. Our projects in Haiti have also been significant and we want to express our thanks for all the donors who sent money and supplies for the orphanages in Haiti. These donations were so helpful and were immediately sent to Haiti so food and supplies could be purchased for the children. It’s amazing how much can happen when families band together – even a small donation, when combined with larger ones, make a significant difference in the lives of people. Thank you for your continual kindness and support on behalf of others.

We also want to thank all of the families who responded to our “call to action” letter and emailed their Congressmen/women and Senators about the closure of Vietnam and other vital international adoption programs. The response from families all across the United States was overwhelming and enough emails and letters were received that it got the attention of Congress. A petition to look in to this matter was given to Secretary of State Condolezza Rice. Many of our Washington Representatives are now aware of the problem and have vowed to investigate the problems. We are hopeful that continued pressure from such a large group of people will force the congress to address the current situation and problems with international adoptions in general. I would like to thank each person who contacted their representatives asking for help in resolving these issues. Your voice does make a difference.

As you read through this newsletter you will find updates on our adoption programs, news about upcoming events, and fun stuff to read about past events. And, as always, we encourage you to email us your stories, interesting information, or any comments you would like us to include in our newsletter. Families involved in international adoption – no matter what stage of the process they are in – love to read about other families who are doing the same thing they are. You can email anything you would like us to include in our newsletter to me at director@wiaa.org. I would love to hear from you!!

As always, thank you for continuing your subscription of our newsletter – hopefully the information in our updates will be informative and interesting!
Sincerely
Kathy Kaiser
Director
Wasatch Adoptions

Agency Updates
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Hague Accreditation – Wasatch Adoptions has now received our Hague accreditation certificate from COA and we are thrilled to tell you that we were awarded a 5 year accreditation. This 5 year accreditation status means COA found us in complete compliance with all Hague standards and won’t require another review until 2013. We are so pleased, and I have to say relieved that we have come so far and done so well. It is a true compliment to our staff and it’s great to know all the hard work was worth it. A list of accredited agencies is on the Department of State’s website at the following links: 

http://travel.state.gov/family/adoption/convention/convention_4169.html
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Domestic Program – We now have everything in place for our new domestic program and although we haven’t aggressively advertised this adoption option yet, we do have a few prospective adoptive families who are waiting for a referral. A domestic adoption program has two sides – the adoptive family waiting for a baby and the birth mother side of the process. We could easily be overwhelmed with prospective adoptive families, but right now need to strengthen our birth mother program before accepting any new applicants. 

Just a little about our birth mother program - we feel we have a wonderful counseling and birth mother program. We have done a tremendous amount of community outreach in order to get the word out to birth mothers that we have this program available for them. Currently we do not have any birth mothers in our program, but are hoping that all of the friends of Wasatch Adoptions will help us with recruitment of birth mothers. We have the ability to provide great counseling to pregnant women and can provide education and support to them while we help them identify many long term, positive options for their future. We can also assist those who might not have medical coverage to access Medicaid, Baby Your Baby or other free services. We hope that all of you will remember us if you have knowledge of someone who might need our services. These services include:

· Free support and pregnancy counseling. 

· Assistance with clothing, medical resources, housing and baby supplies. 

· Childbirth education classes. 

· Preparation of a birth plan and an assigned labor and delivery coach who will be with each birth mother during the birthing process. 

· Preparation of a Life Plan which will help these young women plan successfully for the future. 

· Adoption options if adoption is the right choice for the birth parents and the baby. 

We feel we have some of the best social workers and pregnancy counselors to be found anywhere and are confident our program is one that will be helpful and beneficial to all involved. If you have questions about our pregnancy counseling program or would like additional information, please call our office at any time or email Kathy Kaiser at director@wiaa.org.
Country Updates
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Bulgaria – We are absolutely ecstatic to announce that Bulgaria is open once again. This country has remained dear to our hearts since we worked extensively in Bulgaria some years ago and placed many, many children from that country. Our sweet little Nina, our Bulgarian representative, has remained in contact with us during the years Bulgaria was closed, and she has worked hard to be ready to partner with us once again now that the country has begun to place children once more. The children in Bulgaria are very beautiful and because of the closure for the past few years there are many children available. If you would like more information about adopting from Bulgaria, please email Kathy Junk – her email address is Kathy@wiaa.org.
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China – This country continues to be extremely slow in issuing referrals – we see referrals and travel approvals filtering in but they are still coming very slowly. Right now CCAA is still working on referrals for families with LID’s of January 2006. We sincerely continue to hope that after the Summer Olympics we will see the timeline speed up somewhat. We truly sympathize with the families who have been waiting so long and we realize how difficult this is to have to wait. This slow down has been heartbreaking for everyone and we hate to think about these little children living in an orphanage when they could be in a loving home. We know these little girls – and sometimes little boys – will be so happy when they finally do get to come home and be with their adoptive families. I know these are the same words we wrote in our last update for China, but all of us continue to pray that all of you in this program can hang in there and know that this will eventually happen for you. Don’t give up – think of how important it is to these children that you stay strong and continue to hang on through this waiting game. Eventually you will bring your child home. Even though the pain of this long wait won’t ever go away it will eventually end with you having a child to hold in your arms. And, please know that we will always be here for you during this very lengthy adoption process.

Things you can do while waiting – 

· Enjoy the time you have right now – you will never have it back so make it count. 

· Think about starting a blog and give the website address to all of your friends and family. That way you won’t be bombarded with questions because people can go to your blog to get updates on your adoption progress. 

· Join a list serve and commiserate with other families who are in the same position as you are. Just don’t stick with a list serve that is too negative. Try to find one that has a positive and happy “energy”. 

· Come to our parent education classes so you can see and talk to others in the international adoption process – even if you have “been there, done that”. These classes are more than educational – they can be a loose knit support group for waiting families. 

· When the waiting gets too tough, close your eyes and think of the reasons you began this adoption process. Those reasons haven’t changed, but what has changed is the wait for your child. Don’t abandon her (or him) just because it is taking longer than you planned. Be strong for your child. 

We also can give you some fun on-line reading. The Ottenbriet family has a blog that is really fun to read. There are pictures on their blog of our two latest referrals. These little girls were together in the same orphanage and even though there is an age difference they were very close. You can read this blog by going to http://www.theamakes7.blogspot.com. The Oliver family, who left for China last week, also has a blog. The address for their blog is http://www.journeytome.com. Click on Adoption Journals and then type in tingoliver for the user name and china for the password. 

Just a reminder – China does allow families of Chinese descent to ask that their process be expedited. To be classified and eligible to get an expedited adoption, one of the adoptive parents mother AND father must have birth certificates stating they were born in China. Wasatch must then write a letter requesting that the adoption be expedited and that letter is submitted with the dossier. An expedited adoption takes about one half the time of a regular adoption. 

The Tang family just received the referral for their little girl. Isn’t she cute!
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We know it’s hard, but worth every second of the long wait. The minute you hold that baby in your arms, your heart will heal and you will be filled with joy. Just keep this mantra in mind – delayed gratification, delayed gratification, delayed gratification…….

We are still accepting families for China, and if you are interested in more information about this fabulous adoption program, please email Kathy Junk at Kathy@wiaa.org.
Our China Waiting Child Program – we have still been unsuccessful in convincing CCAA to include us in their Waiting Child program. Our CCAA representative continues to try to help us but we are not certain if we will ever get this program back. It is heartbreaking for us and also for the children who need homes and help. We have still not received a definite answer to our formal letter of request so perhaps there is still some hope. We will continue to keep you updated and will let you know if things change for us. 
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Ethiopia – Yes, that’s right – we are thrilled to announce that we now have a wonderful Ethiopia program and have already begun to accept adoptive families in this program. This is a great adoption option and the timeline for adoption completion is one of the fastest programs around. There are babies available and referrals come quickly once the dossier is submitted to Ethiopia. The timeline from dossier submission to completion is averaging about 6 months. One trip to Ethiopia is required but the stay in the country is only 5 to 7 days. We are so excited to announce this new program and hope you will help us spread the word. If you are interested in finding out more about Ethiopia, please email Kathy Junk at Kathy@wiaa.org.
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Guatemala – The Guatemala government is working hard to get the new adoption act completed so adoptions can resume in that country. We have no real indication when that will happen but are hopefully that sometime in the near future it will in fact come to fruition! Currently we have 11 families who are still in process and even though the road was pretty rocky for awhile, things seem to be progressing quite well now. One family just brought their son home two weeks ago. Congratulations to the Stahl family - they now have both of Jordan and Jaden safe at home! Several other families were PGN approved within the last couple of weeks and will be traveling soon to pick up their children. 

We understand that birth mother interviews by PGN may no longer be required. We have been lucky that most of our families made it through this part of the process without a glitch. We are hopeful that soon each of our Guatemala waiting families will complete the process and bring their children home quickly. Thank you for your patience and thank you for being so willing to send additional funds to help with the foster care of your children - our attorney’s have been so grateful for the help. We continue to watch and wait and will keep you updated on the future of adoptions in Guatemala!
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Haiti – Haiti continues to be one of our most popular and fantastic programs, but also can be a challenging process. One thing we can say for certain is that the Haitian adoption process constantly changes. We have just been notified that IBESR will now function under the 1974 adoption law and will continue to do so until new adoption laws are passed. Families in the process of adoption who do not meet the 1974 laws may be asked for additional documentation in order to obtain approval from IBESR. For example, if there are biological children living in the home, adoptive parents may be asked to provide a letter explaining why they want more children in their family. Families may also be asked to obtain a letter from their doctor stating that another pregnancy is not advisable. The good news is that some families are still being approved by IBESR even when they do not meet the 1974 adoption law. Our Haitian representatives continue to keep us informed and will immediately contact us if families require additional documents. We realize this is very frustrating for adoptive families, but we are confident that as quickly as the additional documents are provided each case will be approved. While much of the delay in the adoption process lies with the Haitian government, some of the delays are caused by the U.S. government. DNA testing was once a rarity for Haitian adoptions, but recently USCS began requiring DNA testing for all children whose birth certificates were issued after the child was 2 years of age or older. USCIS may, at their discretion, request DNA testing at any time for any child being adopted. The cost for DNA testing ranges from $700 to $1,000 and adoptive families should be prepared for this potential expense. The request for DNA testing is issued once the file reaches USCISU and after the adoption process has been completed. Recently DNA tests were ordered for children whose adoption had been finalized by Haiti and the adoptive parents were in the country to pick up their child. Hopefully USCIS will refine this process but all families should be aware that it is possible that this mayhappen to them. All of these complications are frustrating, but worth it. Although the process for a Haiti adoption can be slow, cases do get through the adoption process and children are coming home.

We would like to thank each of our families who are in the process of adopting from Haiti. We understand what a frustrating and long process this might be, but still you have opened your hearts to a child from this country. Many of you have been involved in humanitarian efforts on behalf of the children of Haiti. We applaud you for your kindness and love towards the people of Haiti. The orphanage staff and our facilitators have expressed great amounts of gratitude towards each of you. We are very grateful and so impressed by the donations given by so many of you and want to take this opportunity to say thank you!!

An Amazing Experience
By the parents of Shayson Charles Savage
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After what seemed an eternity of waiting (but was only 20 months from when we were matched with him), we made our second trip to Haiti on April 3, 2008, to bring our son, Shayson Charles Savage, home. Upon arriving in Haiti we headed directly for the Crèche. Having traveled to visit Shayson in October 2007, we had seen Haiti before but we doubt that we could really ever get used to the deprivation of this impoverished country. As we had been to Haiti before, we were deeply touched by the strength of the human spirit will be found in the Haitian people. Our hope is that we can somehow help Shayson maintain the strength of his heritage. We spent a day at the Crèche before leaving for home. Based on both our time at the Crèche and from the development of Shayson since coming home, it is clear that amazing things are accomplished at the Crèche.

We also had the unique experience of meeting Shayson’s biological mother, father, younger sister and grandmother. They had asked to meet us and so we visited with them for about 90 minutes before heading to the airport. Given the many ups and downs of the adoption process, the request to meet with Shayson’s biological family presented some concerns but was ultimately a great experience. We were able to learn about his family and we will be able to share some information with him as he grows curious about them when he is older. (At this point Shayson wants nothing to do with Haiti and we occasionally assure him that he does not have to go back.) We were also able to thank Shayson’s family for their willingness to share him with us and allow him to have a life that was otherwise unavailable to him.

The plane ride provided some interesting moments as Shayson experienced firsts – things like putting an ice cube in his mouth, drinking through a straw, and using airplane lavatories. Clearing immigration took what seemed to be another eternity (can anyone explain why there are never enough clerks in government offices) but as we walked out of the airport in Miami, we knew Shayson was finally home. The next day, April 15th, we were greeted by cold weather and Shayson’s five brothers and sisters, his grandparents, and one of Gregg’s law partners who speaks Haitian Creole. It has been a whirlwind ever since.

Watching Shayson acclimate and adapt to his new surroundings has been an amazing experience. He is constantly on the go as he seeks to experience his new world. His English has developed quickly, thanks to the foundation provided by the staff at the Crèche, and he wins people over quickly with his charming personality. He both annoys and idolizes his older siblings, just as a younger brother should. Watching the developing relationship between Shayson and his sister who is just 8 months older has been interesting. We now have some sense of what it is like to have twins, but they seem to be good for each other. Having shared most of his life with 60 or so other children, we think Shayson would go stir crazy in a home without brothers and sisters.

Shayson attends an ESL preschool and church every week. Now that summer has finally found its way to Utah, he is constantly outside playing with the neighborhood kids. He rides his scooter and bike as though he had been born on them. He seems to have no fear and has learned to do flips on the trampoline and has taken to swimming like a fish. We are sure there will be more challenges, but we know Shayson is truly home and a part of our forever family.
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Kazakhstan – As always we feel so good about being able to offer this adoption program. We know it can be a challenging process, but the children are absolutely wonderful. The Nelson family just brought home their little boy Alexey, and nicknamed Lyoosh, from Kazakhstan and we want to congratulate them on finishing up this process. The stay in the country is always long and the Nelson family spent the first 4 weeks in Uralsk, where they found Lyoosh and went to court to begin the adoption process. Then it was on to Almaty where they spent the last 2 weeks waiting to finish up the process. But, if you ask them if it was worth the wait and all the time they spent in Kazakhstan, they would answer with a resounding YES!! Take a look at this darling child. We are so happy he is here and safe in the loving arms of his family! We watched this little boy at our annual picnic in June as he slid down the slippery slide and into the arms of his Dad. He ran around with the other children like he had been here forever. He was grinning from ear to ear and was so thrilled with everything around him. What a different life he will now have than the one he left behind. Today those 6 long weeks in Kazakhstan seem like no time at all. 
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Kazakhstan is a great country choice – not for the timid and faint of heart, but a great option for those of you who don’t mind adventure. It is important to understand that the adoption process in Kazakhstan does require a lengthy stay in the country, requires both parents to travel initially although one parent can return home in about 2 weeks, and it is a little more expensive than some other programs. That being said, Kazakhstan is still a great program for those families who feel that a Caucasian child is the best fit for their family and for single Mothers who want to adopt. If you are interested in more information about adopting from Kazakhstan, please contact Kathy Junk, email address - Kathy@wiaa.org.
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Taiwan Special Needs – This is such an interesting program and the children available are absolutely darling. Most of the children have some kind of physical disability or problem, but often times just being older can put them in a special needs category. We currently have pictures and medical reports on many children from this country, all of whom are immediately available for adoption. If you are a family who feels you are willing and prepared to adopt a child with special needs, this is a great program for you. For more information about this adoption option, please contact Kathy Junk at Kathy@wiaa.org.She can send you the URL to access pictures and medical information about the children available. 
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Vietnam – We have been told by the Department of State that when the Memorandum of Agreement expires, the U.S. will not sign a new agreement with Vietnam. However, there is some good news about adoptions from this country. On June 24th, 2008, President Bush and the Vietnamese Prime Minister met at the White House for the fourth bilateral exchange in four years. Both leaders stated their commitment to a strong relationship moving forward and constructive cooperation on a range of issues, including adoption. The release reads, in part:

“The President expressed his commitment to continue the development of intercountry adoption cooperation between the United States and Vietnam that ensures the best interests of the child, respects his or her fundamental rights, and prevents the abduction and trafficking of children. The Prime Minister underscored that Vietnam shares the goals and stressed that Vietnam will speed up preparations for an early accession to the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoptions. The Prime Minister also welcomes U.S. technical assistance in facilitating this step.”
We certainly applaud this shared commitment by the leaders of both the United States and Vietnam to continue inter-country adoptions. We hope that this positive step forward will create a renewed dialogue between both countries and will increase existing efforts towards the negotiation of a new MOU. Hopefully we will have good news by next year regarding a new MOU between Vietnam and the U.S. Our staff in Vietnam is very loyal to Wasatch and the international adoption process and will still be there for us if and when things pull together in this country.

Other News
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Summer Picnic - Our annual picnic, held on June 21st of this year, was a great success. We had over 100 people in attendance throughout the day. Pot luck was the cuisine of the day and everything was absolutely delicious. The Haney family brought barbequed ribs, and there was a ton of food like fried chicken, delicious salads, fabulous casseroles, and divine desserts. There were games for the kids, blow up jumping castles to jump in, and tall blow up slides to play on. We want to thank Haley Yarbrough, the big sister of a darling little girl from China, for all the help she volunteered for the picnic. Haley’s family, Shauna and Jeff Yarbrough, also purchased and donated enough fleece material to make 15 blankets that all who attended the picnic helped to finish. We will send these blankets to orphanages in China, Bulgaria and Kazakhstan as quickly as we can. And, Haley’s Aunt, Alayna Bean, a professional photographer, donated her professional time and expertise to take both candid shots and formal poses of families attending the picnic. Because it takes time to process the pictures, they are not available yet, but we will post these pictures in our next newsletter. It was a privilege to work with Haley and she and her family really made the picnic the success it was. Thank you so much, Haley and family, for your generosity and time. We couldn’t have done this without you. 
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Sweaters and hats donated to China kids – Over the past year or so we had some fabulous donations given to us bypeople who wanted to help the children we serve. One young man, Christian Lyman, got approval for an Eagle Scout project to help orphanage children, purchased a loom and made a few hundred little hats for children living in cold climates. Also, Donna Bloom, one of our parents who adopted a little girl from China a few years ago, is a member of a knitting club that knitted children’s sweaters and gave them to us so we could send the sweaters to an orphanage in China. Last month the Oliver family traveled to China to pick up their daughter and took the sweaters and hats with them so they could leave them at the orphanage in the Hunan Province in China. We are so thrilled to be able to send all of the sweaters and hats, each of which were created by loving hands of mothers and a young boy – to these children. Below are a few pictures of the children as they received these donations.
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Yard Sale Project – In mid-September we are planning a huge yard sale as a fund raiser for the agency. We are asking for donations of all kinds – clothing, furniture, tools, household items, rugs – anything you can think of that could be sold in a yard sale would be gratefully accepted. We also thought it would be fun to have slices of pizza, hot dogs and drinks for sale during the yard sale. And, what is a yard sale without a Bake Sale!! We would love to raise money by selling donated cakes, cookies, pies, or anything else that is edible. You can drop off articles for the yard sale anytime during the next 6 weeks at our office. If you live in the Ogden area, we would be happy to pick up donated articles. And, of course, the food should be brought to the donation location either the night before or the morning of the sale. Our goal is to earn $5,000 from this huge yard sale – a lofty goal but a do-able one! For those of you who don’t have anything to donate, don’t despair - please stop and buy something that day. And, as always, money donations are always accepted and are always very appreciated. We will be sending out more information about this project – like the date, place and time - in the next few weeks. Stay tuned! 

In Conclusion
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This past year has been an eventful year for Wasatch Adoptions. We have continued to place children with families all across the U.S. and also with U.S. families living abroad. We have obtained Hague accreditation, something that was very expensive and time consuming for the staff. And, we have opened a domestic program that is just in its infancy. We also continue to work on innovative programs in order to provide great service delivery to our adoptive families. 

International adoption is an exciting and rewarding field of endeavor. There are many international adoption agencies throughout the U.S. who help families adopt thousands of foreign born children each year. However, with the implementation of the Hague Convention Treaty, many foreign countries have closed their doors to international adoption, and the process in several countries has slowed considerably. Because of the current circumstances surrounding international adoption, the number of children being placed has dropped significantly in the past year and we find many adoption agencies around the U.S. have been forced to close. The reasons for this are varied - some agencies were unable to obtain Hague accreditation, other agencies worked only in countries that suspended adoptions and didn’t have other programs to offer, and the general downturn in prospective adoptive families moving forward has put many agencies in a financial crisis. Wasatch Adoptions has weathered the storm so far. We have been able to open new programs like Ethiopia and the Taiwan Special Needs program, Bulgaria has reopened their doors to international adoption, and we have the beginnings of a domestic program. However, like all international adoption agencies, we have felt the strain. We want to remind everyone that Wasatch Adoptions is not only an adoption agency, but we are also a children’s charity and as such always are in need of financial help. We rely on people like you for money donations in order to keep our door open and our services to families and children intact. Of course your donations are always welcome and appreciated, but at this critical time a cash donation to our foundation – small or large – is more appreciated than ever. Please think about your child – what if you had not been able to adopt him or her. Think of the children still waiting for a family. Please help us to help these children who are left behind and still need help. Your donation can help us help these children who so desperately need homes. Please consider sending in a donation today. All donations are tax deductible and are considered a charitable donation by IRS.

Thanks for your continued support and interest in Wasatch Adoptions. Our goal is to create happy families and to work hard to help the children of the world. Thank you for helping us to achieve this goal. 
Sincerely
The Staff of Wasatch International Adoptions


